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The Fingal of Offian, am antient Epic Poem, in Six Books. 
Tranflated from the original Galic Language. By Mr. Jamés 
Macpherfon. | And now rendered into Heroic Verfe. By Ewen 
Cameron. 4f0. 1653. in boards. Robfon. 


Fingal, a Poem, in Six Bocks, by Offian, tranflated from the 
original Galic by Mr. Macpherlon, and rendered into Verfe 
from that Tranflation. Oxford. 8vo. 35. jfewed. Payne. 


ITH a view to eftablifh the authenticity of the po- 

ems of Offian, befides the atteftation$ colleéted by Dr. 
Blair, at Edinburgh, relative to this fubje&t, Mr. Cameron, the 
author of one of thofe tranflations, has prefixed to his work ma- 
ny juft and forcible remarks, in reply to the feveral objeétiong 
made by Dr. Johnfon, againft the credibility of the fact. 

A literal tranflation of the poems of Offian, fuch as Mr. 
Macpherfon’s is accounted by thofe who underftand both the 
languages, was doubtlefs the moft proper manner of convey- 
ing the genuine fenfe of the original. By being rendered into 
a metrical verfion, however, this poem of the Celtic bard be- 
comes more fitted for entering into competition, or,’ at leaft, 
for being compared with other heroic poems. 

_ . A metrical verfion of the fame poem, we find, was pub- 
lifhed almoft five years ago, which, through an unaccountable 
neglect, has hitherto never appeared in our Review. We are 
extremely glad however, to have an opportunity of refcuing it 
from the unmerited oblivion in which it has lain fo long a 
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162 Fingal, ia Heroie Verje, €c. 


time ; and our readers will now likewife receive fome compet 
fenfation for the pleafare of which this accident has deprived 
them, by having it in their power to compare the two verfions: 
together. For this purpofe we fhall lay before them fome 
paflages from Mr. Macpherfon’s tranflation, with thofe which 
are correfpondent in the verfion of Mr. Cameron, and that of 
the anonymous-author. By: being thus clofely contrafted, the 
genuine and relative character of the two latter will-more evi- 
dently appear. 


The firft quotation fhail be: from the opening of the poem- 
of Fingal. Mr. Macpherfon tranflates it thus: 


BOOK I. 


‘ Cuthellin fat by Tura’s wall: by the tree of the ruftling 
found. His fpear leaned againft a rock.. His fhield lay on the 
grafs, by his fide. Amid his thoughts ef mighty Carbar, a hero 
flain by the chief in war 5. the feout of ocean comes, Moran the 
fon of Fithil ! 

«« Arife,” fays the youth, “ Cuthullin, arife. I fee the fhips- 
of the north! many, chief of men, are the foe.. Many the he- 
roes of the feaborne Swaran !” ** Moran!” replied the blue. eyed 
chief, ** thou ever trembleft, fon of Fithil! thy fears have in- 
creafed the foe. It is Fingal, king of defarts, with aid to green. 
Erin of ftreams.”? ** J beheld their chief,” fays Moran, “ tall as. 
a glittering rock. His fpear is a blafted pine... His fhield the 
rifing moon! he fat on the fhore! like a-cloud of mift on the 
fient hill! many, chief of heroes! I faid, many are our hands 
of war. Well art thou named, the mighty man:. but many 
niighty men are feen from Tura’s windy walls.” 


‘ By Tura’s lofty wall Cuthullin lay, 
Beneath the fhadow of the rufiling tree. 
Againft a mofs-grown rock reclin’d his fpear, 
His boffy fhield upon the grafs lay: near. 
On Carbar were his thoughts, a valiant knight, 
Whom, hand to hand, he lately few in fight; 
When Moran, one'commiffion’d to explore 
The diftant feas,:came running from the fhore,. 
And thus ex:laim’d—Cuthullin rife! the thips 
Of {nowy Lochlin hide the rolling deeps. 
Innumerable foes the land invade, 
And Swaran feems determin’d to fucceed. 

To him the chief unmov’d: Thy fears are great; 
They make thee magnify the hoftile fleet. 
Perhaps the king of Morven, o’er the main,- 
Is come to aid me on green Ullin’s plain, 

1 faw the fon of Starno on the fhores, 
Tall as a glitt’ring rock amidft his pow’?s; 
Like yonder blafted pine the fpear he held’. 
Broad-as the rifing. moon his thining field 
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te | fat upon a rock befide the main, 
As dark as.clouds around him roll’d brs train, 
«© @ thoa! | faid, who rul*f the ftormy fea, 
How many valiant-chiefs thy words obey? 
Who heads in battle fuch a num’rous hoft, 
Unrivall’d may the pompous title boatt, 

Of mighty man! for many mighty. men, 

Are now ftom Tura’s airy turrets feen.” 


_ The images in Mr. Maepherfon’s tranflation are preferved 
in this paflage with fufficient fidelity 5 but in other refpeas it js 
extremely liable to cenfure, ‘ Beneath the fladow of the raft- 
ing tree,’ is an erroneous idea. The two lines, -* And Swaran 
feems, &c.’ with * They make thee magnify,’ are weak and 
ofaic, ‘as dark as,’ is inelegant ; ; and of thé fourteen cou- 

plets, which the quotation contains, the half contfifts of ‘bad 
thymes. 

¢ By Tura’s walls that brave the foutiding wind, 

His mighty aéts revolving in his mind, 

Cuchullin fate—+Above the warrior’s head, 

An aged oak its mofly branches.fpread: 

His glittering arms were featter’d on the field, 

The crefted helm, ftrong lance, and bofly thield. 

‘ In hatte young Moran io the chief drew nigh, 

Fear paléd his cheek, in terror roll’d. his eye: 

He trembling thus began: On Erin’s coaft, 

The haughty Swaran leads his martial hott. 

A croud of heroes round their king appear, " 

Each grafps his fhield, and thakes his threat’ning {pear. 


‘ To him Cachullin ; ; Fears thy reafon blind, 
And {well his numbers in thy erring mind. 
Perchance.the chief, on Morven’s hill obey’d, 
With al] his warriors haften to my aid. 

‘ 1 faw their king, the tithorous youth replied, 
Above his heroes tower in height of pride : 

Tall as the fnow-top’d hill, when winter reigns, 
And binds the head-long {tream in icy chains. 
Like yonder blafted fir his lance he rear’d ; 

And his huge fhield a rifing mroon appear “d, i 
His troops around him ftood, as milts enthroud 
The lofty mountain with a fable cloud. 

Thus I began: Tho’ great in arms thy name; 
Yer Erins fons are not unknown to fae,’ 

Many our chiefs’ 





This author has deviated from the original in fubftituting a 
¢ {now top’d hill’ for a glittering rock. The paffage, however’ 
is poetically rendered, and has tew bad rhymes ; but concludes 
with an ungraceful abruptnefs. As to the variation of the 
name of Cathullia, it isa matter of little moment, 

M 2 € Connal 

























































































































r64 Fingal, in Heroic Verfe, &e. 
BOOK Il, 


« Connal lay by the found of the mountain ftream, beneath 
the aged tree. A ftone, with its mofs, fupported his head. 
Shrill thro’ the heath of Lena, he heard the voice of night. At 
diftance from the heroes he lay; the fon of the fword feared no 
fe! the hero beheld, in his reft, a dark-red ftream of fire rufh- 
ing down from the hill. Crugal fat upon the beam, a chief 
who fell in fight. He fell by the hand of Swaran, ftriving in the 
battle of heroes. His face is like the beam of the fetting moon. 
His robes are of the clouds of the hill. His eyes are two decay- 
ing flames! dark is the wound of his breaft! ** Crugal”, faid-the 
mighty Connal, fon of Dedgal famed on the hill of hinds! 
«© Why fo pale and fad, thou breaker of the fhields? thou 
haft neyer been pale for fear!’ What difturbs the departed Cru- 
gal?” dim, and in tears, he flood and ftretched his pale hand 
over the hero. Faintly he raifed his feeble voice, like the gale 
of the reedy Lego!” 


« Where from the broken cliffs, down head-long leap’d 
The mountain ftream, the fon of Colgar flept; 

Beneath the fheJter of an aged oak, 

His lead fupported by a mofs-grown rock, | 

The voice of night fhrill founded in his ear, 

And Scandinavia’s hoft encamp’d lay: near ; 

Yet fearlefs, from the reft he flept apart, 

His fureft guard a firm and dauntlefs heart. 

* But fearce to foft repofe had clos’d his fight, 
When heav’n wide op’ning flafh’d with fudden light 5 
And from the hill fhot down a fparkling ftream. 

Of dark-red. fire, and Crugal-on the beam ; 

(A chief for valour fam’d, of Irifh ftrain, 

Who was by Swaran in the battle flain.)- 

His melancholy face, more pale than bright, 

Shone like the weftern moon’s departing light ; 

Flis eyes were like two dying flames ; the fhroud, 
Which form’d his robe, was of the mountain cloud.’ 


In this paflage Mr. Cameron appears to have been literally 
nodding. Inthe fecond line he mentions Colgar as afleep,. 
without any authority from the original. In the third line 
the fleeping hero hears the voice of Night ; notwithftanding 
which fenfation, we find him ftill enjoying his flumber, with 
the very extraordinary mark of heroifm, that in fuch a ftate he 
is void of fear. © In this quotation there are likewife fome im- 
proper rhymes. 

¢ Far fromr his friends, extended on the ground, 
While dufky night, and filence reign’d around, 
Befide the ftream that rolls its winding way 
O’er the lone heath, the dauntlefs Connal lay. 
A mofly ftone fuftain’d the warrior’s head ; 
Above, an oak its fhady branches fpread. 
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* He heard from far the fhrieks of night arife, 
A fudden fplendor fir’d the gloomy fkies: 
Thro’ the void air he faw the meteors ftream ; 
And {wift-defcending on the ruddy beam, 
Young Crugal’s image met his wond’ring fight— 
Pale as the fetting moon’s reflected light, 
His vifage fhone: and fpreading wide behind 
His cloud-form’d robes flew ftreaming in the wind: 
Like flames expiring his red eye-balls glar’d ; 
Dark was the wound that in his breaft appear’d.’ 


This verfion is both faithful and elegant. 
BOOK Iii. 


«* Pleafant are the words of the fong,” faid Cuthullin ! 
‘© lovely the tales of other times! they are, like the calm dew 
of the morning on the hill of roes; when the fun is faint on its 
fide, and the lake is fettled and blue in the vale. O Carril, 
raife again thy voice; let me hear the fong of Selma: which 


was fung in my halls of joy, when Fingal king of fhields was 
there, and glowed at the deeds of his fathers.” 


* So Carril fung where roar’d the mountain ftream, 
And thus the chief in raptures prais’d his theme. 
Inftrutive bard, delightful are thy rhymes, 

And lovely found the tales of other times! 

Not half fo pleafant to the ravith’d view, 

Appears the mountain bright with morning dew, 
Its blufhing fide when early fun-beams ftreak, 
And blue beneath extends the glafly lake. 

The eye may pleafure in fuch profpeéts find, 

But fongs like yours with tran{ports fill the mind. . 
Oh Carril! raife again thy voice, and fing 

The verfe you made in praife of Morven’s king, 
In Tura’s halls of joy, when at the feaft, 

And that illuftrious hero was our guett ; 

Who at his father’s deeds feem’d al! on fire, 
When in their praife you fwept the tuneful wire.’ 


Mr. Cameron, without any authority likewife from the ori- 
ginal, has injudicioufly introduced this book with the defcrip- 
tion of fuch a fcene as muft have been very unfavourable to 
Cuthullin’s attention. The paflage, otherwife is the beft that 





has yet been produced from this verfion ; though the animated 
image, of ‘ glowed at the deeds of his fathers,’ is vulgarly, as 
well as feebly expreffed in the phrafe, * feem’d all on fire.’ Some 
bad rhymes, as ufual, may here be obferved. 


* Cuchollin thus began; Thou well haft told 
Our fathers actions in the days of old ; 
Like the calm dew of morn; when o’er the eat 
The fun appears, in radiant glory drett: 
With golden beams involves the mountain’s brow, 


Ahd faintly gilds th’ extended lake below, 
M 3 | Again, 
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Again, O Casril! ftrike thy tunefet ftring, 
And give the fong to Morven’s mighty king.? 

The above cited paffage is greatly inferior to the genera} 
ftrain of this verfion; and it is remarkable, that the author, 
who appears to be a man of tafle, has totally omitted the beau- 
tiful image in the conclufiop, of Mr. Macpherfon’s tranflation. 
This quotation is alfo not void of inaccuracy in the rhymes. 


BOO K IV. 

‘ Who comes with her fongs from the hill, like the bow of 
the fhowery Lena? it is the maid of the voice of love! the white 
armed daughter of Tofcar! often haft thou heard my fong ; often 
given the tear of beauty.” Doft thou come tq the wars of thy 
people? to hear the aétions of Ofcar? When fhall I ceafe to 
mouro, by the flreams.of refsunding Cona? My years have 
pated suuh in battle. My age is darkened with grief!’ — . 

-* - But who is this, melodious with her fong, 

That haft’ning from che mountain comes along, 
Like fhow’ry Lena’s many-colour’d bow? 
Malvina by her lovely voice | know. 

While Offian fang thou often has fat by, 

‘The tear of beauty dhining in thy eye: 

And ftill, will Tofcar’s daughter come again, 
‘To hearken to tne bard’s heroic firain ; : 
To hear the battles of her native land, 

And ceeds of valour done by Ofcar’s hand? 
Ab! when thall ceafe my melarcholy themes, 
By rapid Cona’s hoarfe defcending flreams ? 
My youthful days have: pafs’d in war and ftrife, 
Now many evils cloud the eve of life,’ 


_ © Who feenis defcending from yon hill on high, 
Bright as the ‘bow that paints the fhowery fky? 
Tis fair Malvina—to thy Ofcar’s praife 

Shall aged Offian tune his founding lays ? 

‘Where Cona’s waters wander o’er the plain 

We'll fit, and pour the melancholy ftrain.—~ " 
Silas my fon! for thee my forrows ow, _ 

And my heart throbs with ever-during woe. 
When fhall I ceafe to mourn, when find relief? 
My youth in war confum’d, my age in grief!’ 

Tn this paflage Mr. Cameron’s verfion is evidently more 
faithful, and we think more: beautiful than the other. | 

BOOK V. 

* On Cromla’s refounding fide; Connal fpoke to the chief of 
the noble.car. Why that gloom, fon of Semo? our friends are 
the mighty to fight. Renowned art thou, O warrior! many 
were the deaths of thy feel. Often has Bragela met, with blue-~ 
rolling eyes of joy: often has fhe met her hero, returning in the 
midit of the valiant; when his fword was red with flaughter ; 
when his foes were filentin the fields of the tomb. Pleafant to 
her ears were thy bards, when thy deeds arofe in fong.’ : 
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© So wail’d in bitternefs af foul the chief ; 
“When Connal anfw’ring, thus allay’d his grief, 
Why this affliction, a 2 of the car. 
"When our allies fuccefsful are in war? 
Thou haf been likewife brave, thy deathlefs name 
Shall be in future times the talk of fame. 
Bragela often has her hero hail’d, 
Returning back victorious fram the field, 
Amidfi the clamours of the hoft he led; 
When frefh from flaughter, his deftruétive blade 
Was ftain’d with blood of mighty warriors flaia, 
Whofe tombs unnumber’d mark the filent plain. 
What mutt have been her tranfports, when thy praife 
The tuneful bards recorded ‘tm their lays? 


Mr. Cameron had here ne authority for mentioning any 
fhouts of joy; but admitting that fuch an idea were.an. im- 
provement on the original, it is very‘improperly exprefled by 
clamours; while the tranflator has added this circumftance, 
however, he has omitted the beautiful image, of Bragela’s 
‘ blue-rolling eyes of joy.’ The rudeft ear muft be fenfible of 
the diffonance between the words, hail’d and fied. 

‘ By Cromla’s:airy fide the warriors ftood, 
And from afar the furious confiét view'd. 
At length the prudent Connal filence broke, 
And thus to Erin’s chief in pity. fpoke: 

* Why does thy foul to gloomy forrow yield? 
Behold our friends victorious in the field! 
Hiow many heroes. by thy prowefs flain, 
Have funk beneath thee on-th’ enfanguin’d plain! 
How often hait thow met Bragela’s fight, 
With glory crown’d returning from the fight ! 
While to her earsthy bards exalted Jays 
Have fag thy fame, and eterniz’d thy praife!’ 


The firft four lines of this paflage are a redundancy, and 
the introdudlory couplet not rhynve. The fubfequent lines, 
however, are in general more animated than thofe of the pre- 
ceding verfion, though the author ‘has likewife not fully deli- 
neated the lively piXwre of Bragela. 


-. £8.08. B.. ¥i. 
¢ The clouds of night come rolling down. Darknefs refts on 

the fteeps of Cromla. The flars of the North arife over the roll- 
ing of Erin’s waves: they fhew their heads of fire, throogh the 
fiying mift of heaven. A diftant wind'roars in the wood. Si- 
lent and dark is the plain of death! ftill.on the dufky Lena 

arofe in my ears the voice of Carril, He fung of the friends.of 
our youth; the days. of former years! when we met on the 
banks of Lego: when we fent round the joy of the fhell. Crom- 

ja, anfwered to his voice. The ghofts of thofe he fung came in 

their rullling winds. They were feen to bend with joy, towards 

the found of their praife!’ 
, M 4 ‘ The 
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* The clouds of night, fwift rolling weftward fpread 
Their dewy wings on Cromla’s dark-brown head ; 
And rifing in the north, the ftars difplay | 
Their twinkling lights o’er Ullin’s glimm’ring fea; . 
Sometimes, as bright as fire, ferene they blaze, 
Sometimes the flying mifts obfcure their rays. 

A fudden blaft defcending from the hills, 

The diftant foreft with hoarfe murmurs fills : 
But not a breath difturbs the neighb’ring heath, 
And dark, and filent is the plain of death. 

* Still in my ear the voice of Carril rung ; 
The expeditions of our youth he fung, 

And the companions of our former Fors ; 
When we to Erin crofs’d the ftormy feas, 

' And where the waves on Lego’s banks refound, 
Affembled made the itrength of thells go round, 
The firain melodious wafted to the fky, 

Made Cromla.and the neighb’ring rocks reply, 
‘The ghofts of thofe recorded in his lays, 
Borne on the pinions of the ruftling breeze, 
Refort with joy to hear him fing their praife.’ 


The faults obfervable in this paflage are, the profaic exe 
prefiion, © as bright as,’ and the ufual blemith of fome bad 
rhymes. To which we may add, that the higheft poetical 
jmage in the profe tranflation, is faintly expreffed, as well as 
tedioufly, in the triplet. . 

« Night o’er the fky her fhadowy mantle fpread ; 

The clouds dark-rolling veil’d:the mountain’s head ; 

The ftars with {plendor deck’d th’ ethereal plain, 

Their pale beams glitter’d o’er the fable main. 

Faintly-refounding in the diftant wood 

‘The winds were heard—but o’er the plain of blood 

Deep filence reign’d: fave where the rocks around 

Refponded foft to Carril’s tuneful found. 

Of ancient times he fung, of heroes bold, 

Renown’d for prowefs in the days of old: 

Borne on the blaft the warriors {pirits came, 

Attentive, liftning to their former fame.” — 


In this quotation the beautiful fentiment, * when we fent 
yound the fhell of joy,’ is unfortunately omitted ; which we 
wiih had been the cafe with the word former, in the laft line. 
In the fixth and feventh lines the paufe falls unharmonioufly 
on the fame fyllable. 

After impartially contrafting thofe feveral poems, we may 
pronounce that neither of the metrical verfions is chargeable 
with being paraphraftic, but that fometimes the one, and 
fometimes the other adheres more ciofely to the original. In 
point 











point of elegance and fpirit, the tranflation of the anonymous 
author is in general fuperior to that of Mr. Cameron, whofe 
cadence is often extremely profaic, and his rhymes intolerably 
diffonant. We may add, however, that in the expreffion of 
fome of the moft beautiful fentiments and images, both thefe 
verfions appear only as foils to the admirable fimplicity and 
energy of the profe tranflation.—We ought not to conclude 
this article without obferving, that Mr. Cameron has favoured 
his readers with many judicious annotations, occafionally in- 
termixed with the remarks of Mr. Macpherfon, and Dr. Blair ; 
and that the anonymous author has prefixed to his verfion an 
ode, which, for fentiment, imagery and enthufiafm, does ho- 
nour to his poetical talents, 





a 


Travels through Italy in 1771 and i772. In a Series of Letters 
to Baron Born from John James Ferber, Profefor of Natural 
Hiftory at Mietaw in Courland. Tranflated from the German 
by R. E. Rafpe. 820. 555 boards, L. Davis. 


"THE great number of travellers who have written upon 

Italy, could not deter us from the perufal of this pub- 
lication, and our pains were well rewarded by the fund of 
ufeful inftru€tion which it contains. The plan of Mr. Ferber 
was different from that of all his predeceffors, and his point 
of view was entirely peculiar to himfelf.. A difciple of Lin- 
neus, Cronftedt, and Wallerius, he devoted his life to the 
ftudy of nature, which, when properly purfued, is doubtlefs 
the moft ufeful of all fciences.. The fyftematic arrangements 
of natural produdtions invented by thefe eminent philofophers, 
are apt to miflead men of weak underftanding, who attach 
themfelves to the exterior trappings of fcience, and whofe 
thoughts and wifhes are bounded by the narrow circle of a 
barren nomenclature, a barbarous terminology, and a childith 
regularity in the difpofition of their favourite play-things. But 
the man whom nature hath blefled with a comprehenfive ge- 
nius, with genuine philanthropy, and a fpirit of enquiry, does 
not amufe himfelf with idle-fancies ; in his hand a fyftem is 
only the compafs, by which he fteers from one difcovery to 
another, and each remark is valuable to him only in as far as 
its ufe is extenfive. In this light our readers mu‘t confider Mr. 
Ferber, who caught a true fpark of that enthufiafm, which 
has brought human knowledge to its prefent enlarged ftate. 
His principal intention in vifiting Italy, was to examine its 
minerals, which offer numberlefs inftru€tive phenomena, ef- 
pecially in the neighbourhood of Vefuvius and other volcanic 


moull- 
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mountains of that country. From his obfervations, combined 
with thofe of feveral other eminent natusalifts, we fhall per- 
haps be evabled in the courfe of this century to congratulate 
the world, upon a claffification. of foffils, founded on their 
different formation, ftratification, and native places, by means 
of which the ufefyl and: important, though much neglecéed _ 
art of mining will be reduced to certain principles, and be- 
come productive of infinite advantage to maakind in general. 
Mr. Ferber begins his obfervations at, Venice, giving an ac- 
count of his journey thither through Iftria, and taking parti- 
cular notice of the rich mine of quickfilver at Hydria, where 
that metal is found in {uch aftonifhing. quantity, that accord- 
ing to Mr. Ferber, all Europe and America could eafily be 
‘fupplied from thence... To keep the quickfilver at a certain 
price, there are feveral regulations, which reftrain the melting - 
of the,eres; without which the proprietors might underfell all 
their competitors, The fecond letter dated from Padua, gives 
an accovnt of fome literati there, together with the principal 
cabinets of natural curiofities which are to be met with ia 
that feat of learning. . Mr. Ferber mentions a fhort excurfion 
to Verona in his thied letter, by the. way of Vicenza, and 
gives a fcientifical account of the. Vicentine chakcedonies. which 
are found in the fhape of nodules, hollow within, and fome- 
times filled with water. . Their fituation in a hill compofed 
of volcanic afbes, is doubtlefs extremely remarkable. Return- 
ing from thence (Lett. 1V.) Me. Ferber brings us acquainted 
with the molt eminent learned. men in Venice, in his own 
branch of fcience,. and enumerates the Venetian manofaftures 
of corals, and looking glaffes, their methed of polifhing dia- 
monds, refining borax, fublimating mercury, &c. He like- 
wife mentions the fabric of cannon for the arfenal, and af- 
fures us, that though their iron ore is of the beft kind, yet 
for want of proper knowledge of the art of fmelting, they 
caft their guns fall of holes and cracks, and are come to a 
refolution of purchafing them in future from foreign’ manu- 
faGturers. A Curious and important faét relative to the gra- 
dual encreafe or overflowing of the Adriatic Sea, and an ace 
count of the flones which are employed in the Venetian 
buildings, clofe this letter. The author has confecrated the 
next to the honour of his friend Mr. Giovanni Arduino, by 
offering a fketch of his ingenious orological fyftem to the 
learned world. According to the. obfervations of that emi- 
nent man, the eldeft and deepeft {trata of the earth which 
human art can reach, confift of flate; and the mountains 
which conta’n fuch layers, are relatively to this hypothefis, 
called 
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called primary or primogenial *. Thofe which confilt of‘ 
jimeftone-ftrata are fuperincumbent on the former, and there-’ 
fore called fecondary ; and the lower hills, which are incum- 
beat op the latter, and likewife confift of fimall limeitone 
beds, mixed with petrifactions, are the third fpecies (montes 
tertiarii). Independent of all thefe, Mr. Arduino claffes the 
yolcanic mountains ; and Mr. Ferber adds, that their eruptions 
come from beneath the flate, or perhaps from a {till greater: 
depth. Our author next proceeds to apply this fyftem te the 
natural produdtions of the country where it was formed. The 
flate, or rather the boundary betweefi flate and limeftone- 
ftrata, contains thefe veins or fifflures, which are filled with 
ores and minerals of different kinds. The calcareous alps, 
which are lower than thefe, feldom contain any veins in their 
uppermoft ftrata, though in their inferior beds, which are moft 
compat, and deftitute of petrifactions, we fometimes meet with 
feveral kinds of ores. ‘The lower hills adjoining to thefe are 
produced partly from the decays of timeftone-ftrata, and 
partly from accumulated beds of fand and clay, and being lefs 
compa than all the former, have fuffered more in proportion 
from the violent efforts of nature in volcanic eruptions. To 
thefe Mr. Ferber joins a circumftantial and truly fcientifical 
account of that range of volcanic mountains which is fituated 
in the Venetian territories, and known by the name of the 
panes hills.. His reffeftions on the formation of columnar 
afaltes, and of chalcedony and jafper, are proofs of his 
knowledge and great difcernment. He very wifely takes the 
mean between the Italian and -the ‘Tramontane philofophers 5 





“© Mr. Ferber however feems te be of opinion that granite is 
deeper than this flate, and in that cafe the flate would only become 
a fecondary fpecies of rock, fee Pp. 37- He fupports this opinion af- 
terwards by faying, p. 320, * All along the way from Italy through 
Tirol to this place (Ratifbon) I pafied over calcareous, then fchift- 
ous, and at laft over granite hills; and from the higheft tract. of 
this country, which confifts of granites, J defcended in the fame 
but reverfed order, over {chiltous and at laft over calcareous hills, 
in the lower parts of Bavaria. Remember, thatthe fame order of 
rocks and ftones is obferved in the higheft European mountains } 
fuch as in the Carpathian hills, the Saxonian ones, the Hartz, in 
Silefia, in Switzerland, in the Pyrenees, in Scotland, and in Lap- 
Jand ; and it feems to be a fair conclufion, that the highett, deepeft, 
and moft ancient mountains, hitherto obferved, conf it of granite, 
fince that rock conftantly appears im the highett tracts‘of moun- 
tains above the other fuperincumbent and adjacent ones ; that the 
argillaceous fchiftus or flate, whether pure or mixed. with quartz 
and mica, that is, whether a gneifs or horn-flate, is immediately 
incumbent on, or adjacent to, granites ; and that lime-ttone, and 
other mixed ftone- and earth- ftrata, are conftant! ly accumulated on 
his flate, or fchiftus. grome. 4 
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the former, being furrounded by volcanic mountains, would 
explain all the phenomena of minerals by a volcanic fyftem ; 
whilft the latter, with equal tenacioufnefs, afcribe to every 
fofil, a marine or aqueous origin. ‘ Happy, fays Mr. Fer- 
ber, happy the man, who, cautious ef extremes, adheres to 
no hypothefis, and is not im hafte himfelf to believe ; but ad- 
mits of fags, even if they fhould be oppofed to his former 
ideas |” : | 

From Venice (Lett. VI.) the author proceeded on the Po, 
and on canals by the way of Chiozza and Ferrara, to Bologna; 
where he gives an account of the learned at that univerfity, 
which offers many valuable fupplements to literary hiftory. 
Among them he mentions fignora Laura Baffi, a lady whofe 
fingular erudition has very juftly procured her the profeflorfhip 
of experimental philofophy. From hence (Lett. VII.) he 
crofiled the Apennines, which confift of a naked grey lime- 
ftone, and defcended into Tufcany at le Mafchere. The beau- 
tiful afpe& of this Italian paradife could not fail of meeting 
with his admiration. At Florence, he fpeaks of the uni- 
verfity, the mew academy, the botanic garden, the grand 
duke’s library, and his great colle&ion of natural curiofities, 
&c. Amouvgit thefe is the colleétion of the celebrated Rum- 
phius, who refided many years’ at Amboina; but Mr: Ferber 
adds, that a valuable work of that great man, a defcription 
of the animals and fifhes of Amboina, with many figures, 
which the grand duke Cofmo III. purchafed at the fame time 
with the former, being fent by another fhip, perifhed at fea. 
A very ufeful vocabulary of Italian names of foffils, as ufed 
by their beft mineralogifts, is inferted in this letter. Mr. 
Ferber haftens to Rome from Florence, and fpeaks (Lett. VIII.) 
chiefly of the nature of the ftones, which have been employed 
by the ancients in their ftatues, pavements and buildings, re- 
ferving a more particular account to his return from Naples, 
At this place (Lett. IX ) he met with that able French na- 
turatift M. Guettard, and takes proper notice of the hiftorians 
of Vefuvius, M. Serrao, D. Giufeppe Vairo, the marquis ab- 
bate Gagliani, father della Torre, and abate Getano Bottis. 
‘He likewife mentions a Dominican, P. Maeftro Antonio Mi- 
nafi, who, in fpite of the oppreffive ignorance of his fu- 
periors,, has laboured with affiduity to illuftrate the 
natural hiftory of Calabria, which, though in Europe, may 
be called a terra auffralis incognita with regard to its natural 
productions. In M. Guettard’s company our author made 
feveral excurfions in the delightful environs of Naples, 
where he cannot fupprefs the wifh of making a longer ftay. 
He takes occafion to lament that we are at prefent fo little 
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acquainted with the natural hiftory of a mo fo remark- 
able for its climate and fertility; and this refi€@tion leads him 
to Sicily, which is exa&ly under the fame predicament. 

After this prelude he proceeds in his eleventh letter (dated 
Naples, Feb. 17, 1772) to give acomplete mineralogical ac- 
count of Vefuvius, the Solfatara, and other volcanic curiofities, 
which alone muft make his book valuable to every learned 
man, who has made mineralogy his proper ftudy. Though 
many modern authors have written on this fubjeét, yet none 
ever treated it with a proper retrofpect to ‘that fcience. We 
may fay with the learned and ingenious tranflator, (Mr. Rafpe) 
in his preface. that * Father la-Torre’s Hiftory of Vefuvius, 
and fome modern defcriptions of tna and Vefuvius, though 
juftly confidered as claflical performances; and written with 
much hiftorical learning, candour, elegance, and ingenuity, 
did not enlarge the views of philofophers, nor fpread any re- 
markable new light on the fubject. They were highly de 
ficient in a mineralogical refpect ; nor had their authors ever 
troubled themfelves about the fcientific and intelligible deno- 
minations of the volcanic produétions, or their various ftate, 
nature, fituation, ground, principles, and conneétion with 
other foffils.? This was referved for Mr. Ferber. Inftead of 
climbing the mountain itfelf, which offers nothing but lava 
and volcanic afhes, he began to examine the adjacent country, 
where he juftly expeéted to meet with the more curious effects 
of the volcano, and to obferve the change which it hath pro- 
* duced in the original minerals of the country. 

He then proceeds tomention the. feveral volcanic funnels or 
craters in the neighbourhood. Vefuvio,. Monte Somma, and 
Ottajano feem formerly in his opinion to have formed but one 
volcano. The other extiné& craters are, Chiaja, Solfatara, 
Lago d’Averno, Lago d’Agnano, gli Aftroni, and Mare Morto. 
Some hills and iflands are entirely produced by volcanoes ; 
fuch are Monte Nuovo, Monte Gauro, Sant Elmo, Capo di 
Chino, the ifles of Ifchia and Nifita, &c. 

Having accounted for the variety in the appearance of the 
volcanic ftrata, our author next examines Vefuvius, more par- 
ticularly, as it is the only volcano ftill burning in this neigh- 
bourhood, and ends his defcription by obferving that when 
this mountain is entirely burnt out, it may fink into the ground, 
leaving only a part of its circumference ftanding, which per- 
haps will enclofe a pool, like the ancient volcanic craters of 
Lago d’Agnano, d’Averno, &c. After this general view of 
the country, Mr. Ferber enters into an exaé&t detail with re- 
fpe& to every fpecies of foffils, which are found thereabouts, 
and which may be called Vefuvian ftones. He diftinguithes, 
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however, very accurately thofe which appear only to be tortf 
up from the original beds, by the violence of the eruptions ; 
from thofe which may be fuppofed to be prepared, altered, of 
produced in the fire. Having afterwards mentioned the dread- 
ful devaftations of Vefuvius, whofe lavas have buried the towns 
of Pompeia, Herculaneum, and Stabia; he proceeds to de- 
fcribe the Solfatara, where he made one of the moft important 
difcaveries in mineralogy, by obferving nature to produce the 
fame phenomenon upon an extenfive plan, which had oc- 
curred to a chemift in his laboratory. We cannot avoid com- 
municating this valuable temark to our readers in- his own 
words, together with his account of Solfatara, and only beg 
leave to obferve that a few imaccuracies in regard to Englify 
idiom, deferve to be overlooked in favour of the fubje& and 
of the tranflator, a foreigner, whofe writings have convinced 
us that he is himfelf thoroughly verfed in mineralogy, and 
patticularly the knowledge of volcanoes *. 


« This place feems undoubtedly to have been a volcano, 
which, after having been barnt out, funk into itfelf, and left a 
crater-lrke ground inclofed with fome remains of its fides. Its 
dnner ground is covered by a flat roof of a white clayifh earth, 
whofe hollow found indicates deeper caverns. ‘There appear no 
flames, either ir its fiffures, or in the artificial holes, which for 
the gathering of the falmiac are dug into it; but a ftrong ful- 
phureous aluminous fmoke or fteam, fmelling 1] ke hepar ful- 
phoris, iffues out from thefe fiffures of the floor, and from its 
white elevated inclofures, which furround it in an amphithe- 
atrical form. pol 

« Rain and other waters penetrate by the cracks of its floor 
into its fabterraneous caverns; become there boiling by heat ; 
diffolve the faline and fulphureous materials ; evaporate in 
fteams, or run with a fenfible norfe by fubterraneous canals and 
caverns to the other fide of Solfatara, where in the Pifciarelle 
they appear rifing from under ground. Thefe Pifciarelle are 
two or three {mall fpoutings of hot aluminous and fulphureous 
water, On the exterior fide of the lava hill, which inclofes the 
Solfatara, iffuing there with fome noife under ground in a valley 
at the foot of this hill, which by fulphureous acid is changed 
into white chay, ‘and is called Monte Secco. The murmuring 
noife of the water may be explained by its boiling from the 
heat of fubterraneous fire: or by an ignition and fermentation 
of humected ‘martial fulphur pyrites; or by a fermentation of 
the fulphureous acid with calcateous febftances, which may be 
fuppofed exifting under ground; fince it is highly probabie, 
that the calcareous Apennines, which inclofe Naples on every 





* See his Specimen Hift. Nat. Globi Terraquei, &c. Amt, 1763" 
Alfo his Account of fome German Volcanoes, London 1776. 
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fide, are inferior here to the fuperincumbent volcanic covering. 
The prefence of the fulphureous acid in the fubterraneous ca- 
verns of Solfatata is plainly evidenced, by the native cryftal- 
Hine fulphur flowers, fublimated on the argillaceous furface of 
its floor and fides, and by the alum, vitriol, and felenite, which 
#8 here produced. But falmiac being hikewife gained in Solfa- 
tara, there fhould be in its earth the requifite fub{tantial acid of 
common falt and a volatile alXali. 

¢ The rocks and walls, whieh furround the plain floor of Sol- 
fatara, are for the moft part ftratified and white like lime-ftone. 
They might even, by their appearance, be miftaken for lime. 
ftone ; but upon nearer examination they appear to be argil- 
faceous, and there is no dowbt of their having been originally 
lavas and afhes of the ancient volcano, penetrated by the hor 
teams of falphureous acid, and by them changed into an af- 
gillaceous nature. Mr. Beaumé, a very &ilful and learned 
chemift at Paris, has deduced, from a great many affays, and 
from a great many experiments, that clays are produced by a 
clofe conneétion of fulphureous acid, with vitrefcent or vitreous 
earth. The afhes and lavas of the ancient Solfatara-volcano 
have been undoubtedly, as every other volcanic lavas or alhes, 
of a vitreous or vitrefceut nature, and thefe appear at prefent 
changed and argillaceous. Some fragments of this lava are but 
half or at one fide changed into clay, which either is vilcid os 
ductile, or hard and flony, and refembling a white limeftone. 
In fome appear ftill the forms of the old inclofed white garnet- 
fherls, which are fo common in the Italian lavas ; and are like- 
wife in this Solfatara-clay changed and argillaceous.. Generally 
thefe changed volcanic materials are of a white colour; bus 
there are roo, red, cinericeous, -blueifh, and black-coloured 
ones, as for example, near the before mentioned Pifciarelle, 

‘ This undoubted change of volcanic vitreous materials into 
an argillaceous nature by the fulphureous acid, which did, dur- 
ing fo many years, flowly penetrate, diffolve, and change them, 
is certainly one of the moit fingular, and mof figoificant pha- 
nomena in nature, : 

¢ kt certainly is worth while to expofe Vefuvian lavas and 
other ftones to the fteams of Solfatara, and to obferve their fuc- 
ceffive alterations. Ptofeffor Vairo at Naples hus promifed me 
to make thefe experiments. 

‘ itis a known fa&, that Clays, by burning in fire, are de- 
prived of their vifcid coherent quality,. which cannot be reftored 
to them, neither by the fineft pnolverization, nor by the moft 
curious humeékation. But the fulphurcous Solfatara fteams re 
fore it, as may be eafily obferved on the broken pots wherein 
they gather the falmiac. Though very well baked and burnt 
at Naples, they are mollified again by the acid fleams inte a 
viftid clay, which keeps the former fire-burnt colour. 

‘« The clays and ftones at the Solfatata are, by the fuper- 
abandance of the fulphureous’ acid, brought to dittil) into alu- 
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minous lumps, to which very often native alum is found ftick- 
ing. Nature wants here no artificial affiftance, but the bare 
accumulating of clay in fuch places where the acid fteams are 
mofi frequent. 
’ © Mr, Beaumé has proved, in his Treatife on Clays, that fome 
fulphureous acid clofe conneé&ted to much vitrefcent earth pro- 
duces clay ; but that by a greater quantity of acid the clay be- 
comes aluminous—the very thing which happens in Solfatara, 
‘and is practifed every day by the ignorant unphilofophical alum- 
makers, in gathering clay from the furface of the floor and the 
inclofing rocks, and putting it in heaps around thofe places of 
the floor whence the fulphureous fteams arife ftrongeft, to have 
it the more penetrated and enriched by alum. This being done, 
they bring the clay into open tubs, and lixiviate it with water 
from the Pifciarelle, which is alfo fomewhat aluminous. The 
cleared brine is afterwards put into fquare lead-pans, which to 
the brim are dug into the hot bottom of the Solfatara. The 
fubterraneous heat makes it boil; and, to ftrengthen the alu- 
minous water, they put large pieces of hard aluminous 
rocks into it. Being fufficiently evaporated, they mix 
fome urine or pot-afhes into it, in order to take away the fu- 
perfluous acid, and then put it, without any percolation, to 
cryftallize in {mall round tubs. That is the whole manipulation 
of making alum at the Solfatara. The lead-pans laft for a hun- 
dred years and more, 

« There is in fome parts of Solfatara fome native green iron- 
vitriol, but in no confiderable quantity. If they expofed to 
the acid fteams of Solfatara iron-filings, or the iron-fand, which 
is fo common on the fhore from Naples to Pozzuolo, they would 
probably produce larger quantities of iron-vitriol, and at a 
cheaper rate. By a fimilar operation they might produce cop- 
per-vitriol by copper- filings. 

‘ Selenite is found on the inclofing walls of Solfatara, either 
‘in undetermined lumps or formed like ftala€tites. Being often 
grown in feather-like fibres, ignorant mineralogifts call it a/u- 
men plumofum. 

‘ In former times they gathered the fulphur-flowers or lumps 
from the furface of the clay-heaps accumulated near the fteam- 
ing fiffures, and diftilled them in earthen retorts, which they had 
fent from Rome; but, the operations being too expenfive, they 
have dropt it. 

‘ Small cryftals of red arfenic, native fulphur, and alum, do 
likewife fublimate on the furface of thefe clay-heaps or the in- 
clofing walls, either in fmall lumps or lamelies, and many dif- 
ferent forms. . 

‘ There is at prefent but a fingle artificial hole in the floor, 
where they gather falmiac, in the following manner: they cover 
this hole with loofe fragments of broken pots and tiles, in 
which the rifiog hot fteam depofes and fublimates the falmiac, 
which here commonly is yellow. In former times they —— 
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the falmiac in many other fuch holes, which they call famarole ; 
but you can dig many holes in the ground without meeting with 
falmiac-fteam ; which convinces me, that the fubterraneous mix- 
ture of the minerals isnot every where the fame. I have men- 
tioned already, that falmiac is fublimated likewife on the furface 
of the lavas, and in the crater of Vefuvius. This being cons 


flantly white, it feems that the yellow colour of the Solfatara- 
falmiac is owing to fome iron- particles. 


¢ It is remarkable, that the foil of Solfatara, which feems un- 


fit for vegetation. and proves fo to other vegetables, is covered 
with plenty of arbutus unedo and erica carnea,’ 


Some account of the neighbouring places (which contain 
the antiquities defcribed in various works) of the noxious vas 
pours of Grotto del Cane, and of the hot baths of Nero, 
St. Germani and Ifchia, clofe this long and inftruftive 
letter. 

The journey from Naples back to Rome, a botanical de- 
fcription of the environs of that great capitol, and an account 
of an excurfion to Tivoli, Paleftrina, and Frafcati, with their 
adjacent volcanic hills (Monte Albano, Algido and Cavo,) and 
lakes, (Lago d’Albano, di Nemi, di Regilla, and di Ca- 
{tiglione) are the fubje& of the three next letters. In the 
XVth Letter, Mr. Ferber defcribes an excurfion to Civita Vec- 
chia, and the alum works at Tolfa. The next, which isthe 
laft from Rome, contains a moft complete account of all the 
{tones of which the various monuments of ancient Roman 
fplendor and magnificence were made, with their modern 
Italian names, and their fcientifical denominations. | From 
Rome Mr. Ferber travelled (Lett. XVII.) over Viterbo, 
Monte Fiafcone, Bolzena, Acquapendente, to Radicofani; 
obferving all the intermediate ground to be volcanic, con- 
taining lavas, afhes, pozzolana, columnar bafaltes, and an- 
cient craters, now converted into lakes. From Radicofani to 
Siena he found grey and blue marle hills, with calcareous {trata 
and petrifactions. » At the Jaft mentioned place, he defcribes 
the collections of natural curiofities belonging to the academy, 
to Dr, Baldafari, and Dr. Calluri; and adds an appendix, 
tranflated from the Italian of M. Giovanni Arduino on the 
fubje& of the minerals at Montieri in Tufcany. The author 
having noticed the nature of the ground between Siena and 
Florence, continues to give an account of the public inftitutes 
of this city, and of the quarries of marbles, ferpentine 
ftones, &c. in its neighbourhood (Lett. XVIII. and XIX.) 
The mineralogical defcription of the road from Bologna to 
Florence, which Mr. Ferber chofe to omit in his feventh let- 
ter for reafons there mentioned, is the fubjeSt of the twentieth. 

Vou. XLII. March, 1777. N From 
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From Florence he travelled (Lett. XXI.) to Pifa and Leghorn « 
where he defcribes the adjacent ifland of Elba, which contain 
one immenfe mafs of the richeft and beft iron ore, furrounded 
by granite ; notwithftanding which, the Italians import bar- 
iron from Roffia and Sweden. From Leghorn to Genoa the 
author failed (Lett. XXII.) along the towering calcareous 
rocks, which afford many romantic profpeéts, taking due no- 
tice of the quarries of marble at Cafrara, Seravezza, Porto 
Venere and Seftri; together with the table flate of Lavagna, 
and the ferpentine ftone of Polzevera. At Turin (Lett. XXIII.) 
Mr. Ferber defcribes the minerals he found between that place 
and Genoa; ‘and after mentioning the arfenal of Turin, 
gives an account of fgme mines in Piedmont, and dedicates 
fome pages to the memory of the celebrated Vitaliano Donati, 
who is one of the martyrs of natural hiftory. Mr, Allione, the 
fucceffor of this unfortunate naturalift, is much extolled by 
Mr. Ferber as a man of great knowledge, and of an excellent 
heart ; and an account of ‘his cabinet of foffils terminates the 
letter. A fhort account of Mitan and Pavia (Lett. XXIV.) 
chiefly acquainting us with fhe learned' there, precedes the 
journey to Venice, (Lett. XKV.) by Bergamo, Brefcia, Ve- 
rona, Vicenza and Pacua, where the volcanic remains between 
Bergamo and Brefcia ate particularly enumerated ; which 
ought to awaken the travelling naturalift’s attention to the ap- 
pearance of volcanic \produétions. in otherparts:of the world. 
Mr. Ferber then clofes his performance with the defcription 
‘of the country from Verona acrofs Tirol, to Augfburg, and 
Ratifbon; ‘from whence*his laft letter (XX VI.) is dated. 
Having now given our ‘readers ‘the contents’ of ‘this fcienfi- 
fical work, it remains to mention'the particular advantages 
which the learned tranflator, Mr. Rafpe, has given the Englifh 
edition in preference to the French and German. He has 
added ‘a great number of explanatory notes, which frequently 
contain new and important faéts; fometimes confirming the 
obfervations of Mr. Ferber, and fometimes pointing out diis 
little errors of inadvertency,, But his principal and moft ule- 
ful addition to the book, confifis in a copieus and laboiious 
index, where all the. new difcoveries of Mr. Ferber are concen- 
trated, and fo methodically arranged, that we exped to fee 
future. fy{tematical writers, faisly copying the articles dreccfa, 
granite, jafper, lava, porphyry, ferpentinefone, fherl, &c. all 
which contain complete enumerations ofall their fpecies, in 
the manner they ought to be clafled in a mineralogy. Mr. 
Rafpe has likewife prefixed a preface to ‘his tranflation, which 
exhibits the prefent ftate of mineralogy, and hints at the 
means of its future improvement. He fpeaks at large of 7 
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firft inventors of the volcanic fyftem, and there is the ftrongett 
reafons to believe that from 4 thorough inveftigation ‘of the 
volcanic. remains fcattered.on our earth, we fhall obtain great 
inftruation, and much, uleful knowledge relative to the form- 
ation of foffils, and the great chemical, operations of natire. 
He obje&s to the inapitterial declarations of count Buffon, 
who without experience, or faéts to fupport his.opinion, afferts 
that * all volcanic mountain$, are without parallel beds, and 
that their materials and fubftances are deftitute of any regular 
pofition, prefenting only the diforder of irregular eruptions ™.’ 
At the fame time he complains. of thé indolence of fome 
learned men, who have neglected to make enquiries of great 
moment, when the importatice of thefe refearches was 
laid open to them, and when they were poflefied of the 
means of profecuting them with vigour. We with the in- 
dignation of an enlightened public may fall on all thole, 
who make a myftery of fcience, anid who look upon its active 
friends as intruders ; we are happy. however to find that in 
fpite of the obftacles, which illiberal fentiments have produced, 
there are men in all parts of the world, who Jabour with, un- 
daunted fpirit to enlarge our fphere of knowledge; and we 
have only this with to add, that they may, continue the invefs 
tigation of, nature, and by bringing to light her moft hiddea 
proceffes, ftriétly adhere to their motto, _ 


In nowa fert animus mutatas dicere formas. 


—_—* 





Evements of Concholegy, or an Introdu@ion to the. Knowledge: of 
Shells. By Emanuel, Mendes da Colta. With Plates... 8vo. 
78. 6d. in boards... Whites 


ME: da Cofta, the author of a Natura! Hiftory of Foffils; 

‘4 finding it neceflary to clafs the heterogeneous bodies of 
the animal and vegetable kingdoms, which are fometimes 
found petrified or inclofed by minerals, was induced to pay a 
particular attention to the arrangement of fhells ; and having 
reje&ted all former fyftems, prefents the world with one of his 
own invention. “The work before us, Mr. da Cofta acquaints 
us in the preface, was originally intended as a courfe of public 
le&tures, but afterwards new modelled into this treatife. ‘As 
the colleétion of fhells is at prefent a favourite amufement with 
many virzzofi in England, and as the fyftem of Linazus is 
moft complex and difficult to be underf{tood in that part which 
treats of fhells, we cannot but congratulate the public oman 
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* See his Hiftoire Naturelle, 
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acquifition of a more eafy and very accurate method. It is 
true, that among the different branches of natural hiltory, 
conchology has hitherto remained the moft uninftrudive ; but 
as there iscertainly no part cf the creation without either a 
dire&t or indirect ufe to mankind, we may look upon it as the 
firft ftep towards new difcoveries in this refpect, that the me- 
thod of diftinguifhing the fpecies, is now facilitated. Indeed 
we ought to be content, though it were of no other fervice for 
the prefent than to amufe fome members of our civil fociety, 
who know not how to pafs their time away. Innocent play- 
things are very judicioufly put into the hands of children,. to 
prevent them from doing mifchief for want of employment. 
Mr. da Cofta is extremely well read in all the works on 
fhells, publifhed before his prefent eflay, and enumerates. a 
very long lift of them, mentioning the advantages and defects 
in the method of every particular author. His criticifms are 
generally very fair, and the reft are to be attributed to the par- 
tiality of the author to his own produ@ion. We cannot how- 
ever obferve, without regret, that Mr. da Cofta meafures him- 
felf in a manner fomewhat too affuming, with the firit and 
greateft naturalift who has ever exifted, the celebrated Lin- 
neus. Mr. da Cofta repeatedly taxes this great man with 
indecency in his definitions of fhells; but if example be more 
effeQual than precept, we are much afraid this refletion will 
not have fufficient weight with the public. The philofopher 
does not attend to the equivocations which are here objeéted 
to; and the terms of conchology, like thofe of anatomy, are 
indifferent to him. Scapham Jeapbam appellat.—Upon the whole, 
however, Mr. da Cofta’s method, the coloured plates which 
are added to explain it, and the fynoptic tables at the end, 
are well executed, and worthy the attention of the public, 





Philofophical Tranfaftions, of the Royal Society of London. Vol. 
LXVI. for tie Year 4776, Part H. 4to. 75. 6d. fewed. 
L. Davis. | 


HIS Part of the Philofophical Tranfactions begins with 

the XVIllth article in the order of arrangement, which 
contains an abridged, State of the Weather at. London for 
one Year, commencing with the Month of March, 1775; 
&e. By S. Horfley, LL, D.—This article is an abftrac 
of the meteorological journal from March 1775, to March 
1776, publifhed at the end of the firft part of this fame vo- 
lume, being drawn up by the learned fecretary of the eayel 
Society, and is accompanied by many curious and judicious 
ebfervations arifing from it, It is remarked that 
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—‘ The winds from the S. W, were again the moit frequent of 
any, and mext to thefe the winds from the N,E, Of the 
winds from the’ four cardinal points, the North was the moft 
frequent, and the Eaft the. moit rare. The autumn was the 
wettelt quarter, and the fpring the drieft. The rain of the 
three fumimér months was almoft half es much again as that of 
the three winter menihs ; but the rain of the winter half year 
exceeded that of-the fummer half-year by about one-fixth of the 
rain of the whole year. September gave the greateft quantty 
of rain, and May the leaft of any fingle month in the whole 
year.’ 


Thefe remarks are evident from the abftrafted tables, which 
contain the number of days in each month, &c. which the 
wind blew from each point of the compafs, together with the 
quantity of rain which fell with each wind. It appears that 
the S. W. pave more than two-thirds of the rain of the whole 
year; but although it be naturally, with us, the wettelt wind, 
the above mentioned extraordinary quantity was not entirely 
owing to. its greater wetnefs, but partly alfo to the greater 
length of time which that wind blew more than any other. 
From thefe tables we have computed, and expreffled in the 
following table, the proportionable quantities of the time 
each wind blew, the proportions of the quantities of rain each 
wind brought, and the proportional degree of wetnefs of thefe 
winds, which taft are dire&ly proportional’ to the quantity of 
rain brought by each wind in the whole year, and inverfely 
proportional to the length of time it blew, that’is, the num- 
bers in the fourth column “are dire€tly as thofe in the third, 
and inverfely as thofe in the fecond. 




















: Proportion | Proportion | Proportion 

Winds. {of times they} of quantity | of degree of 
blew. of rain. wetnels, 
N. 152 17 142 
S. 145 13 go 
E. 74 9 122 
Ww. 125 105 840 
N. W. 267 126 472 
S. E. 220 5° 227 
N.E. 487 113 232 
S. W. }.1000 1000 1000 























The leaft height of the thermometer here recorded, as ob- 
ferved in the fevere froft in January 1776, is 13,5. 

XIX. Extra& of a Meteorological Journal for the Year 
1775, kept at Briftol, by S. Farr, M. D,—In this extraét it 
appears that the winds are nearly in the fame proportion as 
N 3 in 
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in the laft article, But the whole quantity of rain here was 

38 £ inches, while that at the houfe of the Royal Society was 
only z 

XX. Extra& of a Regifter of the Barometer, Thermometer, 

and Rain, at Lyndon, in Rutland. By Thomas Barker, Efq.— 
This abftra& thews the ftate of the barometer, thermometer, 
and rain for the different months of the year, The leaft height 
of the thermometer (without) was 20 in the month of Ja- 
nuary; the greateft height in fummer 78; but one day in 
April it was up at 80. In the four years, 1740, 41,.42, and 
43, it is obferved that there fell only 663 inches of rain. 

Whereas in the laft 4 years 1772, 73, 74, and 75, there was 
125 inches, which is nearly twice as mach! In this article is 
given a table containing the proportion of the quantities of 
rain in each month, being the medium of all the years from 
3736 to 17765 both included, which it may be prefumed is 
miich nearer the truth’ ‘than any fingle year is. From which 
it appears | that the ‘moft' rain falls in the fummer months, and 
thé Teaft'in the’ winter jor, to be more particular, that 
froin ‘the ‘beginning ‘of March .the quantity continually in- 
creafes till’ about the middle of July, after which: it decreafes — 
again till the'March following. Mr. Barker adn things his ob- 
fervations: with thefe remarks ; 


.* Fora good many years aft, fince the feafons have been in 
general wet, the nature of Faft winds has been very different 
from what it was before. Several “years after the Preat froft in 
1740 there were a great many N. E. winds in {pring, but they 
were in general cold and dry, ftopping vegetation; but for the 
Jaft ten years, the Eaft winds have been often very wet; many 
of the greatett fammer floods were by rain out-of that quarter, 


and many times there came rain alsioft as certainly as the wind 
turned Eaft. ; 


He then fubjoins the following curious experiment of the 
freezing of falt water. 


* An experiment of parting frefo water from falt by freezing. 


«In the fevere froft laff January,’ fome falt-water being {et 
“abroad, froze into an ice’ which’ was not folid bat porous, the 
hollows: being filled with the falteR part of the water, ‘for the 
ice, ‘when drained, was. quite freth. The. falt-water, being 
ogain fet abroad, froze as before: what remained ftil] un- 
frozen was now become exceeding falt, but: thesice, drained 
_and diffolved, wag little if at all brackifh.. This agrees with 
what captain Cook mentions in his late voyage, that.in 61° 
35° fouth latitade they filled. their water-catks with frefh water, 
_ melted out a ice found ioaybg in the fea. By this experiment, 
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if another time more fully repeated, it may be found to what 
‘degree the faltnefs of water may be increafed, by continuing to 
freeze away the frefh water. « 

‘ May not the knowledge. of this be of ufe to the fel:- 
makers, efpecially in cold couniries?, The fun is ilrong enough 
of itfelf between. the tropics to dry away the fea-water into 
fglt; and, I think, at the falc. works. near Lymington, they in- 
creafe the faltnefs of the fea- water by drying it away in the fun 
before they boil it into falt. And this feem: to be another means 
of parting freth-water from the falt, which would fave expence 
in boiling it away, aad ‘may be of ales in the cold countries,’ and 
in winter.® 


XXI, An Account of the Meteorological Inftruments. ufed 
at the Royal Society’s, Houfe. By. the -hon, Henry. Cayendith, 
F. R.S:—Thefe inftruments. are. the thermometers, the. ba- 
rometer,, hygrometer, wind and-rain-gage,--the . variation- 
compafs, and ‘the dipping-needle:;. all -which this .gentleman 
clearly explains, and gives many valuable directions. that may 
be very wieful to other people in the-employment of fuch inftru- 
ments, In the account of. the. thermometers, it. is juffly re- 
marked that there.;is. an imperfection. attending. the common 
thermometers, as generally ufed. Namely, when the thermo. 
meter is)'but. partially immerfed into, a medium. whofe. tem- 
perature is required ; for if all that .part which, contains the 
quickfilver be not immerfed, then the unimmerfed. part. will. be 
in a.different degree of expanfion from ‘the reft, and the dif- 
ference in the height will be more or lefs, as more or lefs is 
unimmerfed., Burs in many,cafes it may be impracticable or 
inconvenient, to.immerfe.much more than the bulb, Mr. 
Cavendifh has therefore given an extenfive table of corre@ions, 
by which the degrees: fhewn in fuch cafes. may.e¢afily be re- 
duced ‘to the ‘true elevation that: would, be thewa. if, the whole 
of the mercury had been immerfed. 

The barometer is of the ciftern kind, which this gentleman 
prefers to the fyphon form, for fome reafons here given. It 
is accompanied with a thermometer, to corre& it by, op account 
of the variation of the.heat of the place. -The veflel which 
receives the rain, ig a conical. fuanel,.and is placed 3,4. feet 
above the roof of the, houfe;. which, high fituation may be 
the reafon why it generally colledts a lefs quantity.of rain than 
others that. are placed néarer the, ground.. The ftrength of 
the wind is divided, in the journal, into three degrees ;:namely, 
gentle, brifk, and violent or ftormy, which are diftinguifhed 
by the figures 1, 2, and 3. When there is no fenfible wind, 
it is marked with a cypher. In the future journals of the 
weather, obfervations are to be given of the hygrometer ; 
N 4 : whith 
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which is here defcsibed.. The variation and dipping needles 
are next fully explained ; but the defcription cannot be 
underftood without the drawings which accompany them. 

XXII. The Method taken for preferving the Health of the 
Crew of his Majefty’s Ship the Refolution, during her late 
Voyage round the Worid. By Captain Cook.—Before the 
captain enters upon the narrative, he_ acknowledges that the 
good ftate of health maintained by the crew on this voyages 
was In great meafure owing. to the extraordinary attention of 
the admiralty, in caufing fuch articles to be pot on-board, 
as either by experience or conjeGture were judged to be con- 
ducive to that purpofe. In the firft place, they had on board 
a large quantity of malt, of which was made fweet- wort, and 
given from one to two or three pints in the day, as the fur- 
geon thought neceflary ; not only to thofe who had manifett 
fymptoms of the fcurvy, but'to fuch alfo as feemed to be the 
moft liable to that diforder, It is captain Cook’s opinion that 
this is one of the beft antifcorbutic fea:medicines yet difcover- 
ed; and if given early, will, with proper attention to other 
things, prevent the: feurvy from making any great progrefs for 
a confiderable time; but heis not certain that it will cure the 
difeafe in‘an advanced ftate at fea. 

The fhip had likewife a large provifion of four: maine which 
is highly antifcorbutic, and fpoils not by keeping. Of this a 
pound was ferved to each man twice a week, or oftener) The 
other dietetical articles with which they were furnifhed with the 
view of preventing the feuryy, were’ portable, foop, rob of le- 
mons and-oranges, fugar*in the room of oil, and wheat in- 
ftead’ of mucti oatmeal ; by which exchange the captain Gini 

they were much’ benefited. 

Notwithftanding the good effets of an antifcorbutic re- 
gimen, captain Cook judicioufly obferves, that the moft fa- 
Jutary provifions and medicines will not prove fuccefsful un- 
lefs accompanied with a proper mode of-living. For this 
reafon he took particular care that the men fhould be expofed 
to the weather as little as poflible, and-have dry cloaths to fhift 
themfelves when they happened to get wet; that their per- 
fons, hammocks, bedding, &¢c. fhouldbe conftantly clean and. 
dry; and-that the veflel likewife fhonid be kept clean and dry 
between decks. For this purpofe fhe was aired with fires once 
or twice a week; and when ‘that could not be done, was 
fmoaked with gunpowder moiftened with vinegar or water. 

Care was alfo taken that the fhip’s coppers were kept con- 
ftantly clean ; and the captain very wifely prohibited the fat, 
which boiled our of the falt beef and pork, from being given 
‘tothe men, as is cuftomary; from an opinion, in which he 
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certainly was right, that it tends topromote the feurvy. With 
equal judgment he direéted, that the water which had been 
kept fome time on board, fhould always he changed for a frefh 
fupply, when fuch could be obtained ; and that no opportunity 
fhould be omitted of procuring refrefhments, either of the ani- 
mal or vegetable kinds. 

Such were the methods by which the Refolution performed 
a voyage of three years and eighteen days, through all the cli- 
mates from fifty-two degrees north, to feventy-one degrees 
fouth, with the lofs of only.one man by ficknefs, who died of 
a complication of diforders, withour any mixture of fcurvy. 
This uncommon fuccefs proves beyond a doubt the efficacy of 
the means that had been ufed for the prefervation of health 
' on the voyage, and which deferve to be adopted, as the moft 
certain prophylaétic of a difeafe fo frequently fatal to na- 
vigators, == 

XXIII.. Extraordinary Ele&tricity of the Atmofphere ob- 
ferved at Iflington in the Month of O&teber, 1775. By Mr. 
Tiberius Cavallo. . 3 

XXIV.- Propofals for the recovery of People apparently 
Drowned. By John Hunter, Efg. F. R.S.| As every im- 
provement on a fubject fo interefting merits particular notice, 
we fhall lay before our readers the praétical remarks contained 
in this article, obferving only, that they are deduced from 
phyfiologicat principles, which the ingenious author previoufly 
endeavours to eftablith. 


« If bed-cloaths are put over the perfon fo as fcarce to touch 
him, fteam of volatile alkali, or of warm balfams and. effential 
oils, may be thrown in, fo as to come in contact with many 
parts of his body. It will certainly prove advantageous if the 
fame fteams can be conveyed into the ftomach, as. that feat of 
univerfal fympathy will by thefe means be roufed. This may 
be done by a hollow bougie and a fyringe ; but this operation 
fhould be performed with all poffible nimblenefs, becaufe the 
inftroment, ‘by continuing in the mouth, may praduce ficknefs, 
an effect I fhould chufe tovavoid. Some of the ftimulating fub- 
ftances, which are of a warm nature, and have an immediate 
effet, may be thrown into the ftomach ina fluid ftate; viz. 
fpirits of harthorn, peppermint water, juice of horfe-raddifh ; 
as many others alfo, which produce a more lafting ftimulus, as 
balfams and turpentines, fuch as are found to quicken the pulfe 
of a man in health; but the quantity muft be fmall, as they 
have a tendency to produce ficknefs. The fame fteam and fub- 
ftances fhould alfo-be thrown up by the anus, The procefs re- 
commended under the firft head of treatment fhould flill be con- 
‘tinued; while that recommended under the fecond is put in 
practice, as the laft is only an auxiliary to the firft. The firft, 
in 
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in many cafes, may fucceed alone; but the fecond without the 
firft muft, I} think, always fail in cafes wkerethe powers of life 
are confiderably weakened. Motion poffibly may be of fervice, 
it may at leaft be tried ;, but, as it has lefs effect than any other 
of the ufually prefcribed ftimuli, it, fhould be the laft part of 
the procefs. I would recommend the.fame care to the operator 
in regulating the proportion of every. one of thefe means as I did 
before in, the.application of heat; pofibly every one of them 
may have the fame property of deftroying intirely the feeble 
action which they have. excited, if adminiftered in too great a 
quantity ;, inftead, therefore, of increafing and hafténing the 
operations on the firft figns of sbearplae Te being ‘obferved, as 
ufually done, I fhould with them to be lefienéd, that their in- 
creafe afterwards may be graduated, as nearly'as poffible, by 
the quantity of powers as they arife, If the beart begins to 
move, | would leflen mv application of air to the lungs, and 
withogréat attention obferye..when, the; mulcles of refpiration 
began.to, act; that, when they do, I might leaye,a great deal to 
them... would, by all means forbid bleeding, which, I think, 
weakens the, animal principle, and lIeffens life itfelf,  confe- 
quently leffens, both the powers and difpofitions to ation.” I 
would avoid introducing any thing into’ the °ftomach, which 
ordinarily produces naufea or vomiting, ‘as that @lfo will have a 
fimilar effeé&. I would avoid likewife throwing any thing: in 
by the anus,’ which might tend’ ‘to: an: evacuation that: way, as 
every fuch‘evacuation alfo tends. to Jefien: the animal powers ; 
of courfe; I have avoided: fpeaking of the fumes of tobacco, 
which always» produce ficknefs.or purging, according, as they 
are applied. 1g ono ehoks Me: Sg 
« Whoever is appojnted by the fociety.for the purpofes of re- 
covering drowned people, fhould bave an alfiftant, well ‘ac- 
quainted with the methods intended to be. made ufe of; that, 
while the one is going on with the firtt and moft fimple me-, 
thods, the other may be preparing other means, fo that no 
time may be loft between ‘the “operations 3 ard the more fo; as 
the firft will, im all cafes, affift the‘ fecond, “and ‘both:together 
may often be ‘atrended° with: fuccefs, though’ each feparately 
might have failed. © + poditu \ 
_. * A propervapparatys -alfo is.as effentially neceflary to, the.in- 
ititution; a defcription of which. here annex. Firft, .a pair of 
bellows, fo contrived with. two, feparate cavities, that by open- 
-ing them, whén applied to the. noftrils or mouth of a patient, 
one cavity will be:filléd with the common air, and the other 
with air fucked out from the lungs, and_by fhutting them again, 
‘the common air will be thrown into the Iyngs, and that fucked 
out of the lungs difcharged into the room. The pipe of thefe 
fhould be flexible,'in length a foot or a foot and a half, and 
at leaft three-eighths of an inch in width; by this the artificial 
bfeathing may be continued, while the other operations, the 
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pplication of the ftimuli to the ftomach excepted, are going. 
on, which covld nog conveniently be dene, if the muzzle o 
the bellows were.introduced into the nofe. ‘The end next the 
nofe fhould be double, and applied to both noftrils. Secondly, 
a fyringe, with a hollow bougie, or flexible catheter, of fuf- 
ficient length to go into the ftomach, and convey any ftimulating 
matter into it, without affecting the lungs, Thirdly, a pair of 
{mall bellows, fuch as are commonly ufed in throwing fumes of 
tobacco up the anus. 4 : 

‘ I thall conclude this paper by propofing, that all, who are 
emploved in this pra@tice, be articularly required to keep ac- 
curate journals of the nreans afed, and the degrees of fuccefs at- 
tending them ; whence we may be furnifhed with faé&s fufficient 
to enable us to. draw, conclufions, on which a certaii practice 
may hereafter be eitablifhed.’ 


XXV. An extraordinary Cure of wounded® Inteftines. By 
Mr. Nourfe, furgeon at Oxford.—The cafe of this patient was 
truly defperate: for at the fame time that the inteftinal tube 
was wounded, the half of it was protruded without the belly 
before chirurgical afliftance was procured. By the moft ju- 
dicious' treatment, however, the perfon recovered in feven 
weeks. 1d: | 

‘The next number is an Extraé& of a Letter from Mr, Alex- 
ander Small, Surgeon to the Train of -Artillery at. Minorca. 
—This fenfibte Letter contains fome remarks and conjectufes, 
intended: ‘as’ @ fapplement to’ Dr. Cleghorn’s account: of ‘that 
ifland. .Mr. Small affords ftrong arguments for concluding 
that one caufe of the frequency of tertians in Minorca; ’is the 
general practice of ‘watering the gardens too much ;" which, 
joined, to ,their being -clofely planted with fuccdlent’ vege- 
tables, orcafions. a.,,copious exhalation of putrid vapours. 
Another caufe of the difeafe is, with great probability, fup- 
pofed to: be the: foft, nature of: a fpecies of ftone much ufed 
in building, -which, being eafily: penetrated by water, renders 
the houfes very unhealthy. It is to be hoped,, that from 
the refidencte of this’ intelligent gentleman ‘upon the fpot, 
the inhabitants of Minorca will adopt fuch improvements, 
in confequence ‘of his obfervations, as may render the ifland 
lefs liable to thofe difeafés with which it has hitherto been 
infefted, 7 
[Lo bt continued. J 
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BMifcellaneous Works of the late Philip Dormer Stanhope, Ear/ of 
hefterfield, confi/ting of Letters to his Friends, never before 
printed, and various other Artitles; to which are prefixed Me~ 


moirs of bis Life, &c. ByM. Maty, M.D. Tawowols. gto. 
2/. 2s. boards. Dilly. 


"FRE biographical memoirs of Lord Chefterfield, prefixed to 

thofe mifcelianies, as being firft in the order. of arrange- 
ment, claim likewife precedency in the examination of the 
work, ‘To whatever degree the curiofity of mankind may be 
excited to know the private hiftory ef perfons who are cele- 
brated for their: mental endowments, there occur, for the moft 
part, fewer interefting or brilliant incidents in a narrative of 
this kind, than the admirers of illuftrious chara&ters are im 
general apt toimagine. The difplay of fuperior abilities in the 
fenate or camp may be immediately rewarded with the accla- - 
mations of the public, but the applaufe acquired in the more 
domeftic fcenes of life feldom elevates thofe who poffefs it to 
any confiderable degree of fame; as being unconnected with 
objedis of fuficient importance.to engage the attention. Dif- 
tinguifhed, therefore, as Lord Chefterfield certainly was, and 
not lefs. by his. abilities than his rank, we are not to expedt that 
his. Jife fhould be chequered with a great variety of interefting 
events, or that we fhould be gratified in every page, either 
with the fallies of wit, or the apophthegms.of the philofopher. 
We are of opinion, however, that the author of the memoirs 
might have enriched the narrative with many more anecdotes 
of this kind than be has introduced, though we are far from 
confidering as authentic a great number of the dex. mots which 
are ufually afcribed to his lordfhip. 

The memoirs are divided into fix fe&ions, the firft five of 
which we are.told. were almoft. completed before Dr, Maty’s 
death, when.a rough draught of the fixth was left to be en- 
Jarged by. the editor, The memoirs are fucceeded by a num- 
ber of notes, correfponding to the refpective fections, 

The late earl of Chefterfield was born in London, on the 
twenty-fecond of September, 1694. By his grandmother, who 
was eldeft daughter of the earl of Carnarvon, he inherited an 
eftate and the name of Dormer. Though it does not appear 
that he was educated at any, public fchool, he feems to 


have been ftrongly a¢tuated with a laudable fpirit of emula- 
tion. 


‘ From the earlicft youth, fays the author of the Memoirs, 
he, fhewed an ardent defire of excelling in whatever he un- 
certook, and an uncommon refolution in never deviating from 
the track he at firft chalked out to bimfelf, whatever difficulties 
he 
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“he might find in his' way. ‘Two inftances of this, however tri- 
fling, I fhall beg leave to relate from the informations, which 


were tranfmitted to me by the bifhop of Waterford. 

« He was very young, when lord Galway, who, though not a 
very unfortunate general, was a man of uncommon penetration 
and merit, and who often vifited the marchionefs of Halifax, 
ebferving in him a {trong inclination for a political life, but at 
the fame time an unconguerable tafte for pleafure, with fome 
tinGture of lazinefs, gave him the following advice. ** If you 
intend to be a man of bufinefs you muft be an early rifer. In 
the diftinguifhed poft your parts, rank, and fortune, will intitle 
you to fill, you will be liable to have vifitors at every hour ‘of 
the day, and unlefs you wiil rife conftantly at an early hour, you 
will never have any lei/ure to yourfelf.”” This admonition, de- 
livered in the moft obliging manner, made a confiderable im- 
preffion upon the mind of our young man, who ever after obferv- 
ed that excellent rule, even when he went to bed late, and was 
already advanced jn years. 

‘ With fuch advantages and expe@ation, it is not furprifing that 
he fhould have had an uncommon fhare of fpirits. His’ natural 
livelinefs was, in the beginning of his life, accompanied 
with fome degree of warmth. He was rather impatient of-con- 
tradiGtion, and is reported to have been fomewhat paffionate. 
This difpofition, fo improper for a ftatefman, was happily’ cor- 
reGted by an incident; and the leffon he received, was the mo 
efficacious, as he gave it to himfelf.. Something, which he faid 
or did in a fit of anger when he was young, made him fo unealy 
afterwards that he refolved from that time to watch over himfelf, 
and endeavour to curb the impetuoufity of his temper. This he 
was happy enough to fucceed in, and for the remainder of his 
life he was never known to be difcompofed by any emotion of 
his mind.” 

At the age of fixteen he was fent to Cambridge, where he 
appears to have given diligent application to philofophy and the 
fciences ; his thirft of univerfal knowledge inducing him even 
to attend a courfe of atiatomy, which is faid to have afforded 
him great fatisfation. ‘The memorialift adds, that ¢ it might 
have been better for him, if he had not alfo dabbled in phyfic ; 
he would not fo often have been his own -patient, or intrufted 
his health to the care of empirics.’ 

After fpending two years at the univerfity, he fet out on the 
tour of Europe, unattended by any ‘governor; but’ was foon 
recalled, on the acceflion of George the firft, and ele&ed mem- 
ber of ‘parliament for the borough of St. Germains, in 
Cornwall. Soon after taking his feat, he began to dif- 
play his talents as a fpeaker, in the debate on the ‘impeach- 
‘ment of the Duke of Ormond, againit whom he was particu- 
larly violent. 
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« As foon.as he had done fpeaking,. fays .the author, oné 

of the oppofite party took him .afide;,and, having com- 
plimented him vpon his coup, d’efiai,, added, that he was 
exactly acquainted with the date.of his birth, and could prove 
that, when he was thofen a member of the houfe, he was not 
come of age, and that he was not fo now: at the fame time he 
affured him, that he wifhed to take no advantage of this, unlefs 
his own friends were pufhed; if} which cafe, if he offered to vote, 
_ he would immediately acquaint’ the hovfe with it. Lord Stan- 
hope, who knew the confequences of this difcovery, anfwered 
nothing, but; making a low bow, quitsed the houfe direétly, and 
went to.Paris, probably not, much concerned at the opportunity 
afforded him of finifbing his. noviciate in that city.’ 
__ The author, of the Memoirs is, however,,of opinion that 
Lord Stanhope’s expedition. to Paris had.more than one view, 
and that he, was employed by government to difcover the fecret 
intrigues of; that court. .The firft public. appointment he_re- 
ceived,, was being made captain of the yeomen of the guards, 
which, happened in 1723; bat this place he held only two 
years. Becoming a peér, on the death of his father, in 1737; 
he was ¢alled,to the houfe of lords, where he was. eminently 
diftinguithed for his eloquence. , On this fubjeét the author of 
the Memoirs prefents us.with,the,following, reficctions,  . ,. 

« Lord Chefterfield’s eloquence, though the fruit of ftudy and 
imitation, was in great meafure his own. . Equal to moft of his 
cotemporaries in eloquence and per{picuity, perhaps furpafled 
by fome in extenfivenefs and ftrength, he could have no compe- 
titors in choice of imagery, tafte, arbanity, ahd ere irony. 
This turn might originally have arifen from the delicaty of his 
frame, which, as-on one hand it deprived him of the power of 
working forcibly upon the paffions of his hearers, enabled him 
on the other.to-affe& their finer fenfations by nice touches of 
raillery and: humor. His ftrokes, however poignant, were al- 
ways under the controul of decency and fenfe. He reafoned bet, 
when. he appeared moft witty ; and, while he gained the affec- 
tions of his hearers, he turned the laugh. on his Oppofers, and 
often forced them to join in it. : 

‘ It might, in fome degree, be owing fo this particular torn 
that our nobleman was pot heard with fo much applaufe in 
the lower.as in the upper houfe. Refined wit and delicate irony 
are often loft.in popular; and:numerous affemblies. Strength, 
either of argument, or voice, a flow of pompous words, and a. 
continual appeal to the paffions, are in fuch places the beft arms 
to fupport a good caufe or to defend.a bad one. The cafe is 
very digeseng in, the houfe. of peers, Minds caft in a finer 
mould, affe to defpife what they ftile the vulgar arts ; and, 
raifed equally above fears and. feelings, can only be affected by 
wh and ridicule, and love to find fome of that elegant urbanity 
and convivial pleafantry which charms them in private life.’ 


During 
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During the whole of: the *mifinderftanding between king 
‘George the firft and ‘the Prince’ of “Wales, ‘Lord ‘Chefterfield 
adhered to the latter with equal fidelity and zeal, though con- 
fiderable offers appear to have been made by the miniftry, to 
detach him from the fide of oppofition. He had therefore a 
juft claim to the particular favour of the, fucceeding fovereign, 
had. not that prince feemed really more difpofed to forget 
former offences, than anxious: to: reward. paft fervices, ‘Lhe 
eark kept only shis:poft of lord of the bedchamber, which he had 
enjoyed under the prince’of Wales, and was’ not even made.a 
‘member of the privy-council till fix months after the acceffion. 
In the fucceeding year, however, he was appointed ambaffador 
to the Hague, where he failed not’ to diftinguifh ‘himfelf, ‘as 
ufual, by his addrefs, ‘and political talents ; neither here'did he 
intérmit the improvement of his mind, during the ‘houtés in 
which his attention could be {pated from public affairs: “We 
are informed that he took into his houfe a gentleman,’ for the 
‘purpofe of being inftru€ted im the foience both of the civil Ja 
‘and the imperial code. ! : 

If the year 1732, on accotnt of ‘a bad ftate of health; ‘he 
-defired to be‘recalled, and his requeit was granted ; * perhaps, 
days the author of ‘the Memoirs, fer the very reafon that had 
procured him ‘his appointment,’ the fear of ‘his acquiring'too 
‘great an intereft with his fovereign.’ ‘It muft be acknowledged, 
that a minifterial jedloufy of this noble lord feems to have pre- 
vailed. during the. whole a€tive part of his life, He was ap- 
pointed,, foon atter his return, .to the place of fteward of the 
houfehold ;, but, the office was no longer.tenable than he fhould 
fupport the meafures of adminiftration, which he oppofed with 
all his eloquence on the motion for the excife bill... With re- 
fpe& to this tranfaQion we meet with the following account in 
thofe Memoirs, | : : 

« Notwithftanding thefe appearances of harmony and friend- 
fhip, it was fearcély to be expected, that a real or lafting confi- 
dence could be eftablifhed between Sir Robert Walpole and lord 
‘Chefterfield. “The former dreaded a rival, the latter could not 
brook -afuperior. ‘The ‘art of obliging was too well known to 
the earl, too little to the minifter. “Abfolute dependence was ex- 
-peéted’by the one, and could’not be‘fubmitted to by the other. 
An opportunity foon Offered, which difcovered both their difpo- 
fitions, The excife fcheme propofed by the minifter, perhaps 
with a view to the intéreft of his copntry, was “priocipajly dif- 
liked from an apprélienfion, that it might add to his power, at 
the fame time that it increafed the revenue. It was reprefented 
as an infringement Upon national iberty, as well as privatefecu- 
rity and honor. An aniverfal clamor was raifed throughopt the 
kingdom; the court experienced an almoft total defertion : — 
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finding fome of its firmeft friends on, the fide of oppofition, 
was at laft obliged to yield, though with reluctance ; and the 
mini‘er narrowly efcaped being involved in the fate of his bill. 

« This was the decifive moment in which our earl openly de- 
clared himfelf againft the miniftrys He expreffed, in the ftrong- 
eft terms, his difapprobation of the fcheme, and his three bro- 
thers voted againft it inthe houfe of commons: Unable to ftem 
the impetuoufity of the torrent, Sir Robert gave way toit, and 
by this prudent conduét, at the fame time that he préferved, 
or rather increafed, his influence with the ruling’ power, he 
detected and rendered ineffectual the projects of his enemies. 
To themfelves alone their viétory was fatal ; and the minifter, 
though in general not of a vindiétive turn, thought proper, if 
not to infpire terror, at leaft to excite a degree of caution by 
fome examples of feverity. 

‘ The two noblemen who firft experienced the effeéts of his 
refentment were lord Clinton and lord Chefterfield. Some re- 
gard was paid to the latter, at leaftin appearance ; and, to.avoid 
the odium of difplacing him, endeavours were ufed to induce 
him to refign. But his lordfhip’s imtentions were different ; he 
would liften to no folicitations, and, with a view of becomin 
popular, was determined to fuffer himfelf to be turned out. 
The excifebill was given up on.the 11th of April, and the 13th 
was fixed for the earl’s removal. That day as he came from the 
houfe of lords with the earl. of Scarborough, and was going up 
the great ftairs at St, James’s, he was ftopped by one of the 
duke of Grafton’s fervants, and told, that his grace had been 
that morning at his houfe, and wifhed to fee him there, on bu- 
finefs of importance, ‘The earl’s chariot not being at hand, he 
was carried home by his friend, and immediately followed by 

the duke of Grafton; who informed him, that he came by the 
king’s order to demand the furrender of his white ftaff. His 
lordfhip chearfully complied ; and, without attempting any 
apology for his conduét, begged of his grace to affure his ma- 
jefty, that he was ready to facrifice every thing for his fervice, 


except his honor and confcience. ‘Two days afterwards he 


wrote to the king, and exprefled the fame fentiments. This 
letter certainly did not leffen the refentment of a monarch, who, 
by his cotemporaries, is allowed to have been no diffembler. 
Lord Chefterfield took the firft opportunity of going to court ; 
but he was fo far from being gracioufly received, that, contrary 
to his former intentions, he never again appeared in the royal 
prefence, till the neceffity of the times occafioned his recali.’ 


The.author of the Memoirs obferves, that no fooner was his 

‘ lordfhip freed from: the fhackles of a court, than he fubmitted 

‘tothe chains of matrimony, The lady he married, and who 

yet furvives, was Melofina, de Schulenburg, daughter of Fre- 

' derick Achatz de Schulenburg,, privy-counfellor to the duke 
.of Brunfwick-Lunenburg, lord of Stehler, &c. 
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For feveral years Lord Chefterfield continued to be one of 
the moft formidable and popular opponents of the minviftry, 
and on every important debate, during this period, he figna- 
lized himfelf by a ftrain of fuch forcible eloquence, as has pro- 
cured him the reputation of one of the moft illuftrious orators 
that ever graced the Britifh fenate. The character of queen 
Caroline, who died in this interval, is juftly drawn in the fol- 


lowing paflage of the Memoirs ; as is likewife the agreeable 


picture with which we are prefented of the court of the late’ 
Prince of Wales. 


‘ Queen Caroline died at the end of this year, of a cruel dif 
order, which, being too long concealed, terminated in a pain- 
ful and fatal operation. She bore the one and the other with 
fortitude and refignation, and was fincerely regretted by the 
king. As our earl had, for many years, been no greater favour- 
ite with her than his patron lord Townfhend, he cannot be ex. 
pected to have been much affeéted by her lofs, or partial to her 
memory. Notwithftanding this, he allowed her perfonal graces, 
accomplifhments of the mind, addrefs, refolution, and perfe- 
verance. She poffefled more learning than commonly falls to 
the fhare of her fex, and was every day endeavouring to incteafe 
it. Men of fcience were encouraged by her ; fhe enjoyed their 
converfation, and wifhed to have a place among them. Philo- 
fophy and politics were her conftant ftudy, and the took a pride 
in fhewing her fuperiority in both. Her fway over the king 
was founded on the opinion he had of her merit, and fhe im- 
proved her power by her compliance with his wifhes. The art 
by which fhe governed was known to every body but himfelf. 
Upon the whole, fhe had more admirers than friends, and ex- 
changed the character of an amiable queen for that of a great 
one. 

¢ The oppofition had now acquired, what they wanted before, 
a head equally able and willing to give them weight and fup- 
port. They furnifhed him with the means, and he loft no op- 
portunities of improving his talents and.increafing his populari- 
ty. Lefs partial to his native foil than his father and grandfa- 
ther had been, he profeffed a generous love for liberty, and a 
juft reverence for the Britifh conftitution. His heart was as 
open to the fentiments of benevolence, as his mind to the im- 
preffions of truth. Thofe, who appeared animated with the 
fame fentiments, merited his approbation, and fhared his favour. 
He particularly declared himfelf the foe of men of genius 
and of wit. Letters and arts, banifhed from court, found a re- 
fuge under his roof; and poets, thus encouraged, proclaimed a 
new Auguftus. Lyttelton was his philofopher and friend, 
Glover became his Virgil, and Pope would have been his Ho- 
race. ‘Thomfon and Mallet exprefied the hopes of. the nation, 
and their own, in the mafque of Alfred, compofed by his order, 
and aéted in his houfe. The‘tragedy of Muftapha, and that of 
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Guflavus Vafa, were intended to intereft the people in his fa- 
vour ; but were both prohibited by the licenfer, under the fanc- 
tion of the lait a& of parliament. 

‘ As none of the enemies of the miniftry had contributed more 
than lord Bolingbroke to deftroy their popularity, the prince of 
‘Wales became defirous of a more particular conneétion with 
him. He profcfied the greateft regard for his lordthip, and 
gave him room to hope, that he would one day fulfil his grand- 
tather’s intentions towards him. In return for thefe expreflions 
of confidence and friendfhip, his lordfhip wrote, for the ufe 
of the prefumptive heir of the crown, his Idea of a Patriot 
King, an idea which a fucceeding reign was happily referved to 
realize.’ 

An anecdote mentioned in the notes on this quotation, de- 
ferves to be remarked. The firft is copied from a letter written 
to the author of the Memoirs by the bifhop of Waterford. 


‘ Lord Chefterfield having been fo condefcending as to come 
and pay a vifit to my wife and me at my country living, and 
{pezking one evening at fupper of lady Sundon (bedchamber 
woman to queen Caroline, and firft coufin to colonel Dives my 
wife’s father), told us a thing that furprifed us very much, which 
was, that through the influence of her ladythip, her majefty had 
it once in her thoughts to make Dr. Freind fecretary of ftate, 
though he was looked upon to be inclined to jacobitifm.’—This 
.muft have happened at the beginning cf the reign of George II. 
.for Dr. Freind, who was made firft phyfician to the queen, died 
died July 26, 1728.’ 

In this part of the work we meet with another anecdote 
which, as it affords an inftance of his lordfhip’s poetical talents, 
we fhall admit into our Review. 


« Having had occafion to mention the name of Nath, a cir- 
cumftance occurs to me, which, | hope, I may be allowed to 
infert here, as it furnifhes a frefh inftance of lord Chefterfield’s 
jodgment, and of the keennefs of his wit. It is well known, 
that this vain, though ufeful, fuperintendant of public pleafures 
firft introduced order and elegance in places of entertainment ; 
and, on account of the authority he was indulged to affume, 
was ftiled the king of Bath. In confideration of his fervices, 
the corporation refolved to give him a public and durable mark 
of their gratitude and regard. A full-length piéture of the 

mock monarch was made at their expence, and placed in the 
" pump-room, between the bufts of Newton and Pope. The 

‘want of judgment that direéted, and the vanity that accepted 
_-fach a monument, were feverely lafhed in the tollowing lines, 

‘ written by the earl. 

Immortal Newton never {poke 

More truth than here you’ll find ; 
Nor Pope himfelf-e’er penn’d a joke 
Severer on mankind. 
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This pi@ure,. plac’d the bufts between, 
Gives fatyre all its ftrength ; 
Wifdom and wit are little feen, 
While folly glares at length.’ 


The next public charaéter in which Lord Chefterfield ap- 
peared, was that which he had fupported feveral years before 
at the Hague, whither he again went as ambaflador in 1745 ; 
and en his return, in the fame year, he was appointed lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, in which high office he acquitted him- 
felf with particular honour and applaufe. He was recalled the 
next year, to take upon him the office of fecretary of itate, 
which he feems to have accepted only in compliance with the 
king’s exprels requifition, In this department he continued 
till the month of February 1748, when the meafures he pro- 
pofed meeting with oppofition in the council, he refigned the 
feals into the hands of his majefty, which were received with 
great relutance, and this ornament of his country bade a final 
adieu to public life. Pofleffed of thofe talents that could digni- 
fy retirement, his days, from this period, might have roiled 
with ferenity and happinefs, had he not foon afterwards 
been unfortunately feized with a deafnefs, which was heredi- 
tary in his family ; and though ftill equally capable of contri- 
buting to focial enjoyment, the pleafure which he could re- 
ceive from company, was henceforth almoft totally precluded. 
He appears, however, to have preferved a degree of vivacity 
undiminifhed to the laft. 

« In the retirement, fays the author of the Memoirs, where 
lord Chefterfield now fpent by choice the beft patt of the year, 
and where, having fewer opportunities to exercife his fenfe of 
hearing, he fometimes forgot he had loft it, his books, his 
garden, and his pen, contributed to fill up his time. From his 
correfpondents he received mott of the new produdtions in the 
literary way, and repaid them by the judgments he paffed upon 
them. The care of his vegetables alfo tock up-much of his at- 
‘tention. Bat it was chiefly his pen which agreeably and ufeful- 
ly employed his vacant hours.’ 


So far as relates to Lord Chefterfield’s political tranfaGions, 
Dr. Maty appears to have been furnifhed with information both 
fufficient and authentic; but indeed thofe tranfaétions are too 
recent not to be generally known. He has arranged the fubje&t 
with perfpicuity, and conduéted the narrative with fpirit; but 
we cannot help regretting, that he has not pourtrayed at full 
length, and with more minutenefs, the private characler and 
domeftic hiftory of this celebrated, nobleman. 

In our next Review we fhall give an account of his lordthip’s 
mifcellaneous works. 
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4A Commentary, with Notes, on the Four Evangelifis and the A&s 
of the Apoftles; together with a mew Tranflation of St. Paul's 
Firft Epiftle to the Corinthians, with a Paraphrafée and Notes. 
To which are added other theological Pieces. By Zachary 
Pearce, D.D. late Lord Bifoop of Rochefter. Publifbed from 
tie Original MSS, by John Derby, 4.M. Two Vols. 4to. 
2/. 2s. Cadell. [Continued from p. 179.} 


HE celebrated abbé d’Olivet, in the preface to, his edition 
of Cicero, bears the following honourable teftimony to 
our author’s abilities and judgment i in critical learning. * Za- 
charias Pearcius, Anglus: qui tres de oratore libros emen- 
davit, noti(que illuttravit, anno 1716. Hic verd laude dig- 
niffimus, quéd faceré cam bonis temperantibufque criticis ma- 
luit, quam cum iis, qui Tullium Cantabrigie tum decorare vo- 
luerunt. Quamvis efim Bentleium fuum laudibus videatur ad 
ceelum extollere, non imitatur tamen, neque unquam vere- 
cundiz fines tranfit : homo excellentis ut ingenii, fic judicii, et 
a quo non niff magna expectes.’ 

The bifhop is not one of-thofe adventurous critics, who 
are perpetually advancing fome new hypothefis, and /labing 
their authors: without mercy. On the contrary, his lordthip 
propofes his fentiments with coolnefs and deliberation, and 
very feldom ventures beyond the limits of that theological 
fyitem, which is called orthodoxy. 

As it is of, fome confequence to know the precife year of 
our Savious’s birth, he has given us a differtation upon that 
fubje&t, with a chronological table. In this enquiry he pro- 
ceeds upon circumftances recorded by Jofephus and Patercu- 
lus, and places the nativity, on the twenty-fifth of December, 
Coff. Oiavianus12, Cornelius Sulla; U.C. according to 
Tab. Cap. 748 ; according to Paterculus 747; year of Au- 
guitus 40; year of Herod from the death of Antigonus, be- 
ginning in Auguft, 333; and the year of the Aétiac Victory, 
beginning Sept 2, 27. 

How far this opinion correfponds with the fentiments of pre- 
ceding writers, will appear by the following chronological fy- 
nopfis. Hardouin and Mann place the birth of Chrift A. U. 
747: Ant. Capellus, Kepler, Henfchenius, Ant. Pagi, think 
it happened A. U. 748. Joh. Deckerius, Petavius, Uther, 
Lancelot, declare in favour of A. U. 749. Julius Africanus, 
Baronius, Jof. Scaliger, Calvifius, Helvicus contend for A. U. 
751.—-From this variety of opinions, we may reafonably pre- 
fume, that the point is incapable of demonftration. In fa- 
vour of onr author’s computation we muft obferve, that it is 
founded on the beft authorities, Vell, Paterculus wrote his 
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hiftory in the 16th year of Tiberius, foon after Jefus was 
baptifed ; a ‘circumftance not to be met wich in any 
other Greek or Roman hiftory naw extant. And Jofepbus 
was not only a native of Judea,-aad, as fuch, better ac- 
quainted with Jewifh times and fats, than the Greek and 
Roman writers could “be ; “but he lived many years at Rome, 
and more nearly to the times of Jefus, than any other hiftorian 
(except Paterculus) whofe hiftory has been handed down to 
our age, 
We now proceed to this learned Commentary. 


* Mat. i. 1. The bork of the generation.] The word yisoug 
feems to fignify here, not only the lineage and anceitry, but all 
that related to Jefus. His birth, when that alone is meant, is 
here expreffed by another word yémneis in v. 18. The verfion of 
the Lxx. frequently ufes yénous in the fenfe of guicguid evenit, 
quicquid ad illum pertinait, as in Gen. ii. 4. dutn % BilbAos yerécems 
spare xual yc, Ore tyivtl, This is the accouit of what came to pa/s 
relating to beaven and earth, when it came to pafi.’ See the fame 
ufe of the word in txx. Gen. ve 1. and vi. g. and xxxvii. 2, 
Num. ili, 1. Judith xii. 18. To which may be added, Jam. iii. 
6. where sgoxe¢ yericsws feems to fignify she courfe of events. 
And, agreeably to what I have. here noted, the words the book 
9f the generation, ate thus explained in the margin of archbifhop 
iayitker’s Bible in 1568, the rehear/al of Chrif’s lineage and life.’ 


°f We can by no means fuppofe with our author, that B:Crc 
yevecews fignifies all that relates to Jefas, or the whole gofpel 
of St. Matthew. .Bs€aes means any kind of writing, whe- 
ther long or fhort; as.a roll, a lift, a catalogue, a‘‘chrono- 
logical table; Thus, Mark x. 4. it -dendtes a’bil'ofdivorce- 
ment. The ufual meaning, inGreek Authors, of the word 
yeveoss, is origin, extraction, birth, pedigree. The evan- 
gelift, having given us the. genealogy of Chrift, proceeds to 
fhew the manner of his birth, telling us, ver. 12, 4 yeverss, 
‘¢ the dirth.of Jefas Chrift was on this wife.” Some copies 
indeed have yevvugss; but the difference is immaterial, and 
the reading of moft MSS, as Grotius obferves, is yeveoss. 
In this acceptation the word is ufed by Jofephus, and many 
others: dao yevesews ayo wevrunocoy ¢Tog, a nativitate 
agens quinquagefimum annum, = Antiq lib, xix. 8. What 
feems to put the matter out of difpute-is this :; the following 
expreflions, from which the evangelift moft probably took his 
idea, refer only to the creation, or the origin of things. Avuzn 
Hi Brlaos yeverems weave naz puss Ege eyebeTo, ‘ The book of 
the generation of the heavens and the earth, when they were 
created,” Gen. ii. 4. Aurnn BiCaos yevecews .... avOpamon, “i 
Suse ewomncevs @tos To» Ad'aw. * The book of the gene- 
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ration of men, in the day God made Adam.” Gen. v. 1. In 
the former inftance, BiCaos vevsoe@s * properly and_ naturally 
refers ‘to the creation of heaven and earth in the firft chapter ; 
in the latter, to the genealogy of the patriarchs, included in 
the fifth chapter; and to nothing more. Our author there- 
fore feems to contend for a forced, unclaffical interpretation, 
when he tells us. ‘ it fhould rather be tranflated, rhe book of 
what relaieth to Fefus Chriff; viz. his pedigree, his birth, his 
life and ations, and his death.” The whole meaning of the 
phrafe in this paffage may be comprehended in one word, the 
genealogy. Grotius, agreeably to this opinion, tranflates it, 
d:[eriptio originis, : 

© Ver. 18. When as, &c.] It feems to me, that» Matthew 
wrote his Gofpel after that of Luke was written. And, if this 
was fo, Matthew probably omitted all the other circumftances 
previqus to the birth of Jefus, becaufe Luke had mentioned 
them; and he inferred an account of this circumftance, .and 
of that of the wife men from the Eaft, becaufe Luke had omitted 
them." | : } 7 : 


Our author is not fingular in fuppofing, that Luke wrote 
his Gofpel before St. Matthew, Among others, Dr. Mac- 
knight contends for this opinion. Some writers maintain, on 
the teftimony of Eufebius and Theophyla@, that St. Matthe | 
wrete about eight years after our Saviour’s afcenfion ; that { , 
about the year 41. Others think, that he did not write ti.. 
about the year 62.—Luke, if we may believe Thecphyla@, 
wrote his gofpel within 15 years after the afcenfion of Chrift; 
that is, about the year 48 others fuppofe, that he did not 
publifh it fooner than the year 65. But all thefe teftimonies 
are precarious. ©The only means left us is to fearch the ‘gof= 
pels themfelves for internal charaéters, by which we may form 
fome conje€tures about the era of their publication. The 
probability however, feems to bein favour of Matthew’s pri- 
ority. He was our Lord’s difciple. Luke was the companion 
of St. Paul, A&ts xvi. 10. The former was an eye-witnefs, 
the latter received his information from others. ‘It is not 
likely then, that Luke fhould write his gofpel before any of! our 
Lord’s immediate difciples:. He plainly alludes to fome au- 
thentic writers, when he tells us, that the aétions they had 
recorded were * moft furely believed’ by Chriftians, or af- 
furedly performed by Chrift. And it is very natural to-fup- 
pofe, that Matthew, who was an eye-witnefs, and minifter of 





* The book of Genefis is called in the original Berefth, that is, 
Jn the beginning: this being the firft word in the Hebrew. . No ar- 
gument therefore can be drawn from this title. . 
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the Word, fhould be one of the number. Luke probably 
thought Matthew’s Gofpel deficient; and therefore he began 
his hiftory with an.account of fome events, prior to the 
birth of Chrift; and mentions feveral things, which Matthew 
had omitted. | 


‘ Ver. 25. Till fhe bad] It does not follow from thefe words, 
or from the words firft born fon, that Jofeph did or did not 
know Mary after the birth of Jefus. That the words we & rill, . 
do not imply it, fee proofs in txx. Gen. xxviil. 15. Deut. 
xxxiv. 6. 1 Sam. xv. 35. 2Sam.vi. 23. Pf. cx. 4. and in 1 
Tim. iv. 13. And it is well known, that Chrift is often 
{poken of as the firfi-born or firft-begotten of God by thofe, who 
never intended, that we fhould believe God to have had any 
other Son born or begotten in the fame manner. See Heb... 6. 
and fee further in Heinfius’s Exerc. Sacra, 4to. page 4, 5.’ 


The eyangelift afferts, that Jofeph did not snow Mary, , 
while fhe was with child, out of reverence, we may fuppofe, 


to her facred burden. But our author endeavours to /upport a. . 


monkifh notion, concerning Mary’s perpetual virginity, when he 
fhould rather have candidly acknowledged, that though the contrary 
doérine was not exprefsly afferted, it was ftrongly implied, in’ 
this paflage. It is not faid, Jofeph knew her not, ‘ till the 


day of her death;’ but, till fhe had brought forth her firft- 


born fon. If it fhould be faid, Lucius was efpoufed to Fulvia 
on the firft day of March, 1777 ; but that they did not co- 
habit, z#/ after their nuptials, would not common fenfe lead 
us to infer, that they cohabited afterwards? Jofeph was a 
juft man, a firiét obferver of the Jewifh laws, but the law re- 
quired, that the duty of marriage fhould not be gmitted, 
Exod. xxi. 10. The angel commanded him to take to him 
his wife. But, upon the foregoing monkifh hypothefis, the. 
command was nugatory. 

Our author obferves, that the magi were perfons, who 
lived in colleges, ftudying aftronomy and other parts of na- 
tural knowledge. Their ftudies and their religion, he fays, 
feem to have been fo blamelefs, that Daniel did not refufe to 
accept the office of being mafter of the magi. He adds, 
* | am inclined to think, that the wife men, of whom Mat- 
thew fpeaks, were Jews, becaufe it does not feem likely, that 
a revelation concerning the birth of Chrift was fo early made 
to any heathens; efpecially fince Jefus, when he fent forth 
his apoftles, commanded them sot to go into the way of the Gen- 
tiles, or into any city of the Samaritans ; but rather to the loft fbeep 
of the boufe of Ifrae, ch. x. 5,6. And when the woman, who 
was a Syrophenician Genule (Mark vii, 26.) applied herfelf 
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to him for the cure of her daughter, he rejeéted her at firft, fay- 
ing, that he was zor /ent, but to the loft fheep of the boufe of Lfrael, 
(Matt. xv. 24.) and fo Paul did not think of turning 10 the Gen- 
tiles, till the Fews bad put the eword of God from them, (A&s xiii. 
46.) . For thefe reafons I believe, that the wife men were Jews, 
though the general opinion is in favour of their being heathens.’ 


In oppofition to this opinion, it may be faid, 1., Their enquiry 
is exprefied in words much more applicable to heathens, than 
to Jews: for the language of: the latter would moft probably 
have been, Where is the Chrift—the Son. of David—or the 
King of Ifrael? It was only Faves and. the Romaiis, wha 
called him the King of the Jews. 2. If they had been Jews, 
they muft have known the prophecies ‘conperning the Mefliah, 
and had no occafion to inquire at Jerufalem for the place of his 
nativity. 3. The tumult.which their arrival excited in Jeru- 
falem; the diftance, from which they came, fuppofing with 
our author, they came from, Arabia; the extraordinary reve- 
lation, with which they were.favoured ; and the appellation of 
Magi, .a foreign title, are circumftances, which make 4 it appear 
very probable, that they were not Jews, 

« Ver. 2. It is likely that the ftar, or light, which the wife 
men faw, was of thenature of what the Jews called the fhechi- 
nah, or divine glory: the appearance of which is mentioned in 


ch. xvii. 5. and in 2 Pet. i. 17. and probably was ‘meant in 
other places, asin Ads ii, 3. and in Mat. iii. 16,’ ~ * 


The appearance at the transfiguration ts called by St.’ Mat- 
thew, ‘a bright cloud ;’ by St. John, ‘the excellent glory.’ 
But perhaps it will hardly be admitted, that it can with pro- 
priety be called a ftar. Comparing it to the fhechinah is’ ex- 
plaining ignotum per ignotius. | 

‘Ver, 12. Being warned of God not.to. return to Herod] Herod 
was then at Jericho-(Jof. Antiq. xvil. 6. 5.) to the eait of Je- 
rufalem, and therefore they, who by, not returning to him, 
went back another way, would, if they had returned to him, 
have gone back the way which they came, and which led them 
from Bethlehem through Jericho to Arabia.’ p. 8.—* Herod was 
then living at Jericho.” p. 11. 


This is a miftake, or, at leaft, a matter of the higheft un- 
certainty, and therefore fhould not have been pofitively aflert- 
ed, Herod’s living at Jerufalem is very ftrongly implied-by the 
facred hiftorian. The Magi came thither; Herod upon this 
was alarmed, and all Jerufalem with him. He convened ‘the 
Sanhedrim ; ‘he enquired of the Magi, at what time the ftar 
firft appeared. ~ But not the leaft intimation is here given of his 
fending for them to Jericho, If we turn to. the chapter in 
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Jofephus, to which-our author has twice referred us, we find 
Herod at Jerufalem, taking cognizance of Judas and Matthias, 
for pulling down a golden eagle, which he had placed over the 
chief gate of the temple. Fearing perhaps a confpiracy at Je- 
rufalem, he feat them away (<&eqreucrer) in bonds to: Jericho, 
Immediately after this he is feized with his laft illnefs, and goes 
to Callirhoe ; but finding himfelf at the point of death, he re- 
turns to Jericho (rapuy aubss ems ‘LepsXourtoes), through which 
he had probably paffed, in his way to Callirhoe ; and there dies. 
In all this we have no grounds to imagine, that he refided at 
Jericho, at the time fpecified by the evangelift, The Magi 
went from Jerufalem to Bethlehem, But inftead of returning 
to Jerufalem, as the king had ordered, they went into their 
own country another way. 


¢ Ver. 16. § The children] Jofephus having mentioned nothing 
concerning this great inftance of Herod’s cruelty, it has been by 
fome men made an objection to the truth of this part of Mat- 
thew’s gofpel .... for a fuller anfwer to this objection, be it 
obferved, that Jofephus took the greateft part of his account 
of Herod’s a€tions from Nicolaus of Damafcus; (Antiq. xiv. 
I. 3. and xvi, 7. 1.) and this Nicolaus (as Jofephus fays in 
Antiq. xvi. 7. 11.) wrote with great partiality in Herod’s fa- 
vour, Omitting the account of many of his cruelties, and proba- 
bly of this among the others, It is to be remembered likewife, 
that it was a fact fo little known, when Luke wrote, that he has 
not mentioned it any more than Jofephus, though he profeffes 
(ch. i. 3.) to.have had perfec underfianding of all things from the 
wery frp.’ | 
Wedo not underftand the force of our author’s laft remark ; 
and, with refpe& to the firft, we muft obferve, that Jofephus 
exprefsly fays, Nicolaus was a fycophant, concealing, or giving 
a fpecious colour to Herod’s crimes ; bat that he himfelf dif- 
dained to proftitute his pen in that manner: 7o Jevoacba: 72, 
&c. turpe ducentes mendacium, incorrupté res geftas exponi- 
mus, Antiq. xvi. 11. 
From this declaration, and from the afperity with which he 
frequently mentions this inhuman tyrant, we muft conclude, that 


our author’s * full anfwer’ to the objection is utterly infignifi- 
cant, | 


‘ Ch, ili. 4. Locufts] It is a matter of little importance, in 
which of the fenfes the Greek word axesdts is here to be under- 
ftood : but Oleariusin his Obfervat. Sacre in Mat. p. 84, &c: 
and Wetftein upon the place, in his New Teftament, have made 
it feem moft probable, that /ocu/fs are meant by it. However, 
in favour of the latter fenfe of the Greek word,’ it may be ob- 
ferved, that fuch wilderneffes were not without feveral kinds of 
plants or herbs, which afforded fufficient food. This appears 
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from what Jofephus in his life (fe&t. 2.) fays of .himfelf; that, - 
when he was a young man, he went out into a wildernefs to be 

infirvéted by one Banus, who lived there upon food which grew 

without culture, Tpopny Thy evlopcet are Qvouévmy, and that he lived 

with him there in that manner for three years. (See alfo 

2 Mace. v. 27, and Pliny’s Epift. v. 17. about the Effenes.’ 


In favour of the former opinion we may obferve, that locufts 
were animals, which the Jews were permitted to eat. * Ye 
may eat the locuft after his kind, and the beetle after his kind, 
and the grafhopper after his kind,’ Lev. xi. 22. Locufts were 
eaten by the poorer fort of Greeks, Arift. Acharn. v. 871. 
The Scholiatt explains tay rerpamrepumidoy by toy axpid ws 
fee v. 1115. St. Jerom, who fpent moft of his time in the 
Eaft, tells us, * Orientales & Libye populos, quia per defer- 
tum, & callidam eremi vaftitatem, locuftarum nubes reperi- 
untur, locuftis vefci moris eft. Hoc verum effe Johannes quo- 
que Baptifta probat,’? Adv. Jovinian. }, ii. It is improbable, 
that the evangelift would have made afe of the word axpid'<s 
only, if he had meant the tops of trees or plants. 

There ts‘a {mall miftake in our author’s reference to Pliny’s 
Letters about the Effenes. It fhould be Pliny’s Natural Hiftory. 

On this occafion we beg leave to take notice of an error in 
the author’s life, which may be corrected in the next edition. 
It is faid Mr. P. went to Weftminfter-fchool in 1704, and ftaid 
there fix years. Upon which the editor makes the following 
remark: ‘ Why his removal was fo long delayed, no other 
reafon can be given, than that Dr. Bufby ufed-to detain thofe 
boys longeft under his difcipline, of whofe future eminence he 
had mott expeétation,’ p. 7. Pearce could never be under the 
Gifcipline of .Bufby ; for Bufby died in 1695, before Zachary 
was five years old, 


‘ Ch. iv. 1. Then was Fefus|] This account of Jefus’s temp- 
tation in the wildernefs was moit probably given to the apoftles 
by their divine Maiter, None but he and the devil were wit- 
nefles to it. ‘Luke feems to have reported it according to what 
he had learned from one of thofe,apoftles, and Matthew, from 
what he remembered to have heard his mafter fay about it. 
Bochart fin the edit. of his works by P. de Villemaudy, 1707) 
in his epifiles to N. Herault, fhews it to be much more proba- 
ble, that this account of the temptation was real in its circum- 
_ ftances, than that it was figurative and vifionary only. I think 
that 1: was real, and that Jefus in the prayer, which he taught 
his difciples, alluded to this in the petition, Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil (or, the evil one); for thine is 
the kingdem, &¢.’ 

The former part of this note, if it is of any moment, may 
be applied to our Saviour’s conference with the woman of Sa- 
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maria, his prayer and agony in the garden, while his difciples 
were afleep, and many other jncidenis, at which the evangelifts 
were not prefent. 


Ver. 8. The devil foeweth him, &c.] Our author thinks with 
great probability; ‘ that the devil pointed out to him, all the 
kingdoms of only the Fewifh world.’ —The tempter, as we have 
obferved on a former occafion, fhewed our Lord the principalie 
ties (fee Luke iii. 1.) of the circumjacent country, and 
Sesnvvow difplayed their glory: offering him with peculiar 
artifice, all the land of promile (Gen. xvii. 8.) and the throne 
of David, which a falfe Meffiah would certainly have accepted, 
as the moft effectual means’ of accomplifhing his intentions; 
Crit. Rev. vol. xviii. p. 194. | 


¢ Ch. vi. 27. To his fature] Rather unio bis age. So tamie more 
properly fignifies, as in John ix. 21, 23. and Heb. xi. 11. and 
fo the fenfe of the place here feems to require the word to be 
underftood : for the ditcourfe is about food for preferving life, 
the confequence of whichis always an increafe of age, not an 
increafe of fature,.except in very young perfons... What led our 
Englifh tranflators to render Armia, by facture, (a fenfe rarely ap- 
plied, to. the word; but fee Luke xix. 3.) was what was faid 
about adding ¢ cybit, which feemed to them more to relate to 
feature than to age; but the word cuit here is in the fame man- 
ner applied to age, as in Pf. xxxix.'5. (or 6.) the word bands 
breadth (or fpan) is to days; and as in Lxx. Prov. iii. 2. pijuos, @ 
word fignifying length of ‘meafure, is to life: agreeable to this, 
Mimnermus, an ancient Greek poet, ‘in his verfes upon human 
life, ufes this expreflion, wixyvv imixgovor for a cubit of time, to 
fignify for a fhort fpace of tame. See Poet. Min. by Winterton. 
And fo Ovidsin Met. xiii. ufes the words Spatiofg tempore belli 
for a war long in extent.of time, not of /pace. Horace Od. iv, 
5» 11. Spatio annuo. 

. Lucret, ill. 776. tatis Spatio ne feffa vetuffo 

ruat. 

“Hainse undoubtedly fignifies age; and in that fenfe we find 
it in the beft-writers, But it is equally certain, that it alfo fig- 
nifies frature. “Hasxids psfebos cauatos werpov ts. Hefychii 
Lex. p. 421, col. 1. Zaccheus was little of /frature, ty nasnsg 
punpos- Luke xix. 3. In the fenfe, which our author prefers, 
the words of our Saviour are not ftriétly true ; if a care of our 
health, temperance, chaftity, exercife, medicines, &c. may be 
fuppofed to have any effeét on the period of human life. 

Here we fhall clofe this article: at the fame time afluring 
our readers, that, in the foregoing remarks, we have not been 
actuated by the leaft degree of prejudice or prepoffeffion. 

” We have cited fuch notes, as almoft accidentally occurred to 
us, And though we have fometimes differed in opinion, we 
" ree . 3 “have 
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have a profound refpe& for the judgment of this learned com. 
mientator. In our next Review we do not doubt, but that we 
fhall be able to reprefent his critical abilities in a more advan- 
tageous light. 


[ To be continued in our next. | 
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A Spiritual Diary and Soliloquies. By John Rutty, M.D. Tawe 
Volumes. 4to. 65. Phillips. 


J Here are few writers, who have gained any reputation by 
recording their own actions. The attempt is attended 
with peculiar difficulty and danger. If an author fpeaks of 
his virtues or his exploits, he runs the hazard of being cen- 
fured for his vanity and oftentation. If he defcends to the tri- 
vial circumftances of private life, he makes himfelf ridiculous, 
by fuppofing, that the world will concern itfelf with his do- 
meftic occurrences. We may reduce the egotifts to four clafles. 
In the firft, we have Julius Cefar: he relates his own tranf- 
aétions ; but he relates them with peculiar grace and dignity ; 
and his narrative is fupported by the greatnefs of his charaéter 
and achievéinentts. In the fecond clafs, we have Marcus An- 
toninus ; this writer has given us a feries of reflections on his 
own life ; but his fentiments are fo noble, his morality fo fu- 
blime, that his meditations are univerfally admired. In the 
third clafs, we have fome_ others of tolerable credit, who have 
given importance to their own private hiftory by an intermix- 
ture of literary anecdotes, and the occurrences of their own 
times: the celebrated Huetius has publifhed an entertaining 
volume upon this plan, * De Rebus ad eum pertinentibus,’ 
In the fourth clafs, we have the journalifts, temporal‘and fpi- 
ritual, Elias Afhmole, William Lilly, George Whitfield, John 
Weftley ; and a thowfand other old women and fanatics, writ- 
ers of memoirs and meditations. | 
The author of the Spiritual Diary is a writer of this clafs. 
His two volumes are filled with a detail of circumftances of im- 
portance to himfelf, but of no confequence to the world. In 
this light, we fuppofe the generality of our readers will confider 
the following memorandums. 
~ © Tenth month 1753. 14. A filent meeting: a frequent 
cafe of late. “God is withdrawing the clouds. 
‘ 16. A fweet time at meeting. 
* 17 and 18. Morofe on trifles. 
* 23. Indulgence in bed an hour too long. : 
‘ Second Month 1754. 411. Weak and fretful. Licked 
fpittle in two places ; infolent in two others, 
¢ 32. Feafted with moderation, : 
| ¢ Third 
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¢ Third Month. 15. The pipe enflaves. 
* Feafted beyond the holy eT with two dear bewitch- 
ing friends. 
* Fourth month. to. Motofe : an ebbing time with regard 
to fees. 
‘ 11. A vifit to > the fale brethren who pay tithes: but, N.B. 
there are greater faults to be warred againft. 

¢ ‘Twelfth month. 17. An hypochondriac obnubilation 
from wind and indigeftion, 

‘ 37 and 18. Fafted, meo more, on cake and tea, being fick 
at ftomach. 

-€ 20. Fafted, on milk-pottage. | 

‘ Fifth month 1775. 23. A vifit, in confort, to one guil- 
ty of paying tithes, and haunting plays. Choler reigned in 
the morning. 

‘ 25. Another vifit to a payer of tithes: he hath no fenfe of 
the fpirit of our anceftors. 

‘ 31. O my doggednefs ! 

¢ Seventh month. 15. On areview of my fpiritual regiftry, 
the refult is, that out of four, three capital fnares are in a 
great meafure deftroyed, viz. Drinking, {moking, and fudying : 
but anger unfan@ified remains. 

« 16. Dogged: ate too much. 

‘ Eighth month. 16. A rencounter with a clamorous wo- 
man, ona patient dying, and in dread of the mob; but was 
delivered, bleffed be the Lord! 

Ninth month. 28. An over-dofe of whitky. 
29. Adull, crofs, choleric, fickith day. 
Fourth month 1756. 1. Ebbing times, as to cash. 
16. A little incubus laft night on too much fpinage. 
Sixth month. 17. Feafted a little piggifhly. 
Eight month. 5. A fealt, wherein a little fwinith. 
Firft month 1757. 22. A little fwinifh at dinner and 
repatt. 

‘ 30. I feel the Lord’s hammer on perverfenefs, and on na~. 
tural ftudies, 

‘ 31. Dogged on provocation. 

‘ Second month, 2z. Lord, ftrike the hammer yet ftronger 
on soggedneh. 

‘ 5. Very dogged or {nappith. 

‘ aa Snappifh on fafting. 

. On refuming the Mareria Medica: Lord leffen shan love 
be bicitdin ftudies ! 

‘17. Alittle fwinifh at dinner, 

* 20. Divers troubles and difappointments on my foliciting 
the publication of my MSS. 
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‘ 21. Dogged. 

* 26. Curfed fnappifhnefs to thofe under me, on a bodily 
indifpofition. 

. © 27. Avaunt Satan! the Lord is ftrengthening and pro- 
mioting my progrefs, 

‘ Third month. 11. Ona provocation, exercifed a dumb 
refentment for two days, inftead of fcolding. 

* 22. Scolded too vehemently. 

*‘ 23. Dogged again. 

* Fourth month. 20. Piggifh ata feaft. 

* 28. In alow and mean way am I exercifed in practice : 
Lord, give me to fee that here is more glory than in large 
fees ! 

‘ 29. Mechanically and finfully dogged. 

‘ Tenth month 1758. 26. Ten vifits and one fee. 

* 28. Eleven vifits, and no fee, bleffed be the Lord! 

* 29. A fit of anger too vehement.’ 

In this manner the author centinues his Diary from 1753 to 
1775, the year in which he died ; faithfully relating his con- 
flif&s with the flefh and the devil. 

Sometimes, he fays, he inadvertently took ‘ an over-dofe of 
{fpirits, and then his upper regions were a little clouded.’ 
Sometimes, at a feaft, he was tempted to eat too piggithly. 
When he had fafted ‘on nettles,’ when he was. encountered 
by a fcold, called by a pauper, obliged to attend eight or ten 
patients without receiving a fee, in * ebbing times of cath,’ 
and the like, he was apt to be fnappifh and dogged. But it 
muft be obferved, that he poffeffed an uncommon delicacy of 
confcience, extending not only to every plain deviation from 
the ftri& rule of duty, but even to matters of mere human in- 
firmity, and fuch as would efcape, not only cenfure, but ob- 
fervation, in perfons of a refpeétable character, Whatever 
weaknefles he. may feem to betray, in a religious view he de- 
ferves commendation, as he took laudable pains to obferve 
that ineftimable precept of morality, * know thyfelf.’ 





The Economy of Beauty, in a Series of Fables; addreffed to the La- 
dies. By Dr. Cofens. 410. 105. 6d. in boards. Walter. 


‘THOUGH beauty is in a great meafure the gift of nature, 

» yet there are methods, by which it may be improved, or 
at leaft fet off to greater advantage. It is the defign of. edu- 
cation to remove every appearance of -aukwardnefs in young 
people; to dire&t their notions, their attitudes, their looks, 
their voice, their conyerfation ; to polifh their manners, to re- 
fine 
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fine their fentiments and their tafte. By thefe means a pleaf- 
ing form appears with additional beauty ; as a diamond, when 
it is polifhed by the hand of the artift. Yet education alone, 
though it may confer many amiable accomplifhments, is not 
capable of giving them a lafting influence. It may invite and 
receive, but cannot retain the graces. If a young woman 
withes to make herfelf completely agreeable, fhe mult endea- 
vour to acquire the good qualities of the heart: and an hae 
bitual eafe, gentlenefs, and complacency will! diffufe an air of 
ferenity and fweeinefs over every feature. All the beauties of 
the mind, innocence, modefty, fenfibility, honour,: com- 
paffion, and benevolence will appear in fpontaneous ema- 
nations; and give the human face the f{tamp of divinity. 

On the contrary, the bafe and malignant paffions will de- 
ftcoy every natural charm, more effectually than either ficknefs 
or age. Envy, malice, cruelty, pride, anger, will throw a 
fupercilioufnefs, a gloom, a fiercenefs into the afpe&, which 
no fmile of diffimulation can either difguife or conceal. ‘he 
Jadies therefore, initead of having recourfe to paints and 
cofmetics, fhould endeavour to remove the deformities of the 
mind, to rectify their paffions, and acquire an habitual good 
humour. This is the proper economy of beauty. This, 


« And this only teaches charms to laft, 
Still makes new conqueits, and maintains the paft.’ 


That perfonal beauty is, in a high degree, dependent on 
fentiment and manners, is the great truth, which thefe Fables 
are calculated to illuftrate and enforce. 

The firft exhibits a lady at her looking-glafs, painting her 
checks, but fenfible of her folly, and. feeling the pernicious 
effe&ts of that abfurd practice. The fecond contains a conver- 
fation between a pelican and a fpider, in which the true mo- 
ther and fafhionable one is contrafted. The third recome« 
mends temperance, as the firit friend of beauty. The fourth 
illuftrates the difference between a beautiful form and an 
amiable mind, by two lamps at a mifer’s door, the one dark, 
the other lighted. The fifth difplays the utility of attending 


“to precepts and good examples in the earlier part of life. 


The fixth inculcates this ufeful leffon, that the dignity of 
the female fex is degraded by too great a fondnefs for dancing, 
and other trifling amufements. The feventh is defigned to 
fhew, that the fphere, in which the female character appears 
to the greateft advantage, is domeftic life. The eighth points 
out the dangers arifing from fuperior beauty. The ninth ex- 
pofes the abfurJity of affectation, The tenth reprefents the 
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folly of attempting to make conquefts of weak and worthlefs 
coxcombs, 

This is the fubftance of the frit book. In the fecond the 
author treats of the following fubjeéts; the art of dreffing 
gracefully, the malignity of flander, the choice of a hufband; 
credulity, fufpicion, prudery, martiage a lottery, the ro- 
mantic expectations of both fexes, pleafure, the way to keep 
a heart, virtue genius and reputation, or the family party, 
and the conduc of a wife in the abfence of her hufband. 

Thefe Fables are introduced by a variety of moral obferv- 
ations, diverfified with little fallies of wit, and octafiona] 
ftrokes of fatire. 

As this work has a pompous appearance, is addreffed to the 
ladies, and dedicated to the princefs royal of England, it will 
naturally be expected, that we fhould pay fome refpeé& to its 
importance, and extraét, at leaft, an entire fable, as a proper 
fpecimen of the author’s plan, and of the manner in which it 
is executed. We feleé& the following, not becaufe it is either 
the beft or the worft, but becaufe it is one of the fhorteft; 
and conveysa moral of the higheft importance. 


‘THE REFORMERS. 


‘ Slander, which all the wife agree, 
Like its concomitant, bohea, 
Who vfe it, robs of health and reft, 
Is ftill—fad truth !—the general taite. 
¢ Foul child of envy and ill nature, 
All-praétis’d, all-exploded fatire, 
With equal foot ftill {mites the door 
Of palaces,_and where the poor 
Dwell with content, till fhe appear, 
And force from innocence a tear. 
With Titan fury now the ftands 
Harling her facrilegious brands 
Againtt the throne : no rank exempts, 
Age, fex, or worth, from her attempts. 
‘ Augufta! thon, whole foul contains 
Whate’er of good or great remains 
Man’s native dignity to fhew, 
To none but honoar’s foes, a foe, 
Thy virtue’s adamantine fhield, 
Celeftial panoply, repell’d, 
But not exempted from, her rage, 
Thy life, a fatire on the age. 
Back on themfelves rebounds the dart, 
And rankles in their fever’d heart. 
As bats, and-owls, obfcene, deteft 
The fun, in golden radiance drett ; 
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So knaves and fools indignant view 
Faith, friendfhip, piety, and you. 

‘ This gangrene of the foul, whofe air 
Breathes peftilence, is fatal there, 
Beyond the moral leach’s ‘kill, 

Where grows th’ immedicable ill. 

‘ In wifdom’s eye, when Lefbia rails, 
Or, with malignant grief, bewails 
A fifter’s error, while the fpeaks, 

Grace dies upon her own warm cheeks ; 
A livid palenefs feems to f{pread 
O’er the ripe fruitage, glowing-red, 
Of beauty’s lip ; the dimple deep, 
Where all the Loves their revels keep, 
Hardens to frowns, or wrinkles dire, 
Chilling in every breaft defire : 

The untun’d voice harfh, the ear pains, 
Deformity with difcord reigns, 

Hence tedious celibacy waits 

(The doom denounc’d by angry. fates) 
On thofe, whofe bufy tongues reveal 
What female candor fhould conceal. 
Founded on truth’s eternal bafe, 

‘This maxim may preferve your face : 

«s Where envy, pride, and malice fwell, 
There beauty never deigns to dwell.” 

‘ In Pandemonium thus the race 

Angelic, ftudious to debafe 

Heaven’s younger fons, in ferpent’s hifs, 
Amerc’d of beauty and of blifs ; 

Who would indulge that potent evil, 
Which chang’d a feraph to a devil ? 

¢ Admit that Chloe was to blame ;— 

Shall I be firft to blaft her fame ? 

Have I no faults myfelf ?—I'd afk 

My heart,—a neceffary tafk ! 
Impartial fearch—ere I prefume 

The cenfor’s facred chair affume :— 
No blemifh:that 1’d with to fave 

From Envy’s jaundic’d eye ?—I have. 


Shall I then judge ?—’T were want of fenfe,—« 


Injuftice,—nay, ’tis impudence! 

‘ A faintly fox, and prudifh cat, 
Had once a folemn téte-a-téte ; 
«* Dear coufin,” thus the fox begins» 
¢s How I deplore the nation’s fins! 
A lady+you’ll excufe her name— 
As from the coterie we came, 
Of neighbour wolf a ftory told, 
Which made my very blood run “ay 





A fheep, 





























Dr. Cofens’s Economy of Beauty. 


A fheep, it feems, a harmlefs ¢reatute,. 
As any in the realm of nature, 

Fell in her way, on whom the feiz’d,. 
And; tho’ it begg’d tobe releas’d 
With'cries would pierce a heart of' ftone, 
Shé pick’d it, coufin, to’ the bone. 

> Bucvthat her ladyfhip, who faid it, 
‘'Is:worthy of implicit credit, 


: | e I’d: fcorn a ftory, which refleéts 


Such vile difhonour on the fex.” .... 
‘¢ All cargal appetite, you Knows, 
I have extinguifh'd long. ago 5”” ._ a 
fry’ Prue, demure, .‘* and now you fee, 
he reafon, — the neceflity : 
Did but the leaft remains, my dear, 
Of fach a paffion harbour here, ~ 
Myfelf,—my life I thould deteft.’” 
: she faid,—and fmote her hoHow breaft. 
“A thoughtlefs cock, wak’d by the found, 
That inftant lighted on the groand ;. 
«© Wretch,” cry’d the faint, ‘ predeftinate,. 
By everlafting laws of fate, 
‘T’ incur my wrath, nor be forgiven ;. 
Obey, as I, the will of heaven.” 
» She faid and eat.---The virtuous cat 
‘Turn’d from the fight ;---when lo! a rat, 
In prime of youth pafs’d by :---** What means 
This tumult in a veftal’s veins ?”’ 
Ste ‘cry’d, and grafp’d the trembling creature, 
Obedient to the laws of nature.- 
« 2/Y 8462 Mfeaven’s!” quoth a fpider dame, whe ftood: 
‘Quafing a fly’s delicious blood, 
Juft o’er their heads :---<* And are there brutes: 
So void. of thofe {weet attributes, 
Compafiion, mercy,---all that decks 
With genuine grace our fofter fex! 
Well,.thank my ftars, my foul is free 
From every fhade of cruelty. 
This deed,. with Sty gi horror black, 
Will frig ht my vile hyfterics back. 
Aim, fire, aim at Tach thy fhaft !?? 
She:faid, and took her morning draft. 

‘ One moral from the tale miuft come ; ~~: 
The cenfurer’s eye fhauld look:at home, 
Weed o’ér and o’er.the mental garden, 

And pity thofe, the cannot pardon; 
Or know, henceforth no art thall hide her 
Refemblance to—cat—-fox—and {pider.’ 


In moft of thefe Fables the.author: has taken his idea from 
La Motte; but he has-modelled the ftory to his own particular 
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purpofe, the economy of beauty, If we are not greatly de- 
ceived, the generality of his readers will think, that his preli- 
minary obfervations are too diffule,. delahtory, and immetho- 
dical. ‘They are generally extended’ to a hundred, and fome- 
times to a hundred and fifty lines, His performance would 
have been much more pleafing, if thefe introductory refleAions 
had been more concife ; if in each fable they had been direfled 
to one fingle point, and illuftrated by a fhort and ftriking apo- 
logue. There feems likewife to be fome little irregularity in 
the arrangement of thefe pieces. The fecond, for example, 
which is a defcription of a good mother, weuld have appeared 
fvith more propriety after thofe fables which treat of matri- 
mony. 

The author, we hope, will excufe,.thele ‘remarks, The 
former perhaps may be unpleafing ; ‘bat it is fuggefted with a 
friendly intention,- without the leaft defign to, depreciate his 
compofitions. If we recommend fome'defaleations, it may -be 
obferved, that the vines of Champagne ‘and Burgundy require 
the pruning-knife, 


inti 





A Voyage round the World, in bis Britannic Majefty’s Sloop, Refo- 
lution, commanded by Captain James'Cook, during the Years 
1772, 3, 4; and 5, ‘By George Forfter, F.R.S. Tavo 
Volumes. 4t0: 21,25, White, Robfon, Elmfly, aad Robinfon. 


CAptaio Cook’s. voyage in the Endeavour, performed a few 
years fince, had been produdtive of. fo many difcoveries, 
either curious or ufeful, that on the return of this navigator, 4 
plan of another voyage was projected -by: his amajefty, which 
fhould be conduéted upon the fame liberal» principles of invefti- 
gation, refpe&ing the improvement of peography and natural 
hiftory. In regard to the former of thofe: fcietices' in particu- 
lar, the Endeavour’s Voyage fo'far ftivalidatéd2thié opinion en+ 
tertained by fome ingenious writers, ofthe éxiftence ‘of a con- 
tinent in the temperate latitudes. Of the South’Sea, that it 
proved New Zeeland, hich had been confidered .as the con- 
tinent in queftion, to confift of two iMands; ; and that near the 
middle of the fouthern hemifphere,.or ,ia.49,degrees of fouth 
latitude, no land whatever: was: too be found... ‘This difcovery 
might feem fufficient to overturn'an opinion whi¢h was owing 
entirely to conjeéture, but the theorifts were not to be difpof- 
feffed of a continent which they océupied already in their ima- 
gination ; and oppofing argumetit'to fats, they alledged that 
a mafs of land was abfotute ely requifite about the fouth pole, to 
counterpoife the great continent im the northern hemifphere. 
In our opinion, however, this argument has very little — 
2 or 
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for it may be obviated upon the fuppofition, that more denfe 
and heavy materials lie uoder the water in the fouthern bemi- 
{phere, than emerge above its,furface towards the northern. 
The chief defign. of the New, Voyage was to explore the fouthern 
latitudes ip the temperate zone, to jafcertain whether any land 
exificd in that quarter, and to, penetrate.as far as poflible to- 
wards the antarétic.pole.. The nautical abilities and experi- 
ence of captain Cook, who had.condu&ed the Endeavour with 
fo.much judgment, pointed him out as,the moft proper perfon 
to. command the expedition... Two fhips,. built at Whitby for 
the coal-trade, the Refolution and the Adventure, were pur- 
. Chafed by the admiralty, as the beft .calculated to refift.tem- 
peftuous weather. In the firlt of thofe failed captain Cooks and 
the command, ofthe fecond was. given’ to captain Furneaus, 
who. had formerly. been, one.of Mr. Wallis’s lseutenants in his 
voyage round the, world... Mr, Banks and Dr, Solander pro- 
pofed.to.embark.with captain Cook, ona fecond circumnayiga- 
tion,.ia order to.profecute the refearches, which they hadi begun 
inthe preceding voyage, . With this intention their equipage 
was Carried on board; but finding foon afterwards that they 
were not.accommoedated. with fuch conveniences: in the veffel, 
as. they had reafon to expect, they abandoned. ally thoughts of 
the enterprize.. ‘The board of admiralty, who had been thigh- 
ly pleafed with the profpect of general, inprovement. whichsthe 
new voyage offered, were inno fmall concernoat aniievent, 
which threatened to fruftrate fome of the.principal objettsiof the 
expedition, Fortunately, however,. they .met with» a man of 
fcience,.who,, at fo thort a warning as tem, days, engageidito 
take upon-him.the department .of. natural biftory..: This was 
Dr, John Reinhold Forftery BL R.S. of whom: we. had before 
exprefied,..in,our Review, a defice of feeing him empleyed on 
fuch. an .occafion..;, He..was., accompanied, by. bis: fon, Mr. 
George Forfter, F..R. S. the aathor of the prefent publication. 
This voyage is extremely interefting. | Befides traverfiirg an 
iminenfe tra of the South Sea, the navigators bave yilited 
moit of the principal iflands in it :, They touched three times at 
New Zecland,, refrethed twice at,Q-Taheitee and the Friendly 
Iflands: They have failed round,.the. pole, between the lati 
tudes of 5o and 70 degrees fouth, andfeem to have fully ex- 
ploded the notion of .a fouthern continent, which fome men of 
{cieace had-entertained. They have likewife evinced, that-im- 
menfe quantities of ice float in the fouthern latitudes, which 
‘are much colder than thofe of the northern hemilphere ; and 
they have proved that the fcurvy, and other difeafes incident to 
feafating men, are not now either fo deftruGive or unavoidable 
as in former times, when proper precautions are made ule of. 
The 
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The plan’ which’ Mr. Forfter propofed to himfelf in this 
‘work, muft render the occurrences which he relates yet more 
interefting to the public. “His ‘reflections and remarks appear, 
through the whole, to have been made with a proper regard to 
the degree of importanée of the‘varions objects which he men- 
tions. In. conformityoté this principle, he’ has neither given 
nautical details, nordire@iens for failingy which are ufeful on- 
ly to mariners; rejecting, likewife, ‘with equal judgment, the 
defcriptions of plants and flies; which ought not to be inferted 
in the narrative of a voyage, but referved for thofe books’ that 
ere‘ appropriated to natural hiftery, ‘Fe appears to’ have omit- 
ted nothing that was new, ufeful, or iiftrudive, and ito have 
paid particular attention to the character of the inhabitants in 
the various countries ‘of the fouthern’ hemifphere ‘which they 
vifited ; not prefenting us, however, witha generaland arbi- 
trary account, fuch as is frequently nothing more than the in- 
vention of. voyagers, but minutely relating every important 
circumftance in their domeftic life and manners, as thofe ca- 
fually occurred during the intercourfe with the natives, and 
could be afcertained by obfervation. 

The Refolation and Adventure fet out on the voyage the 
13th’ of July, 1772, and -the firft place they touched at ‘was 
Madeira, of which ifland Mr, Forfter gives a more circumftan- 
tial accougt than we remember to have feen before. From 
hence they proceed to St. Jago, one of the Cape Verd Iflands, 
and, after a ftay of two days, crofs the line to the Cape of 
Good Hope.—Quitting the Cape in the end of November, 
which is the beginning of fpring in thofe parts; the voyagers 
continued their courfe towards the fouth, where they paffed 
more than four mouths out of fight ef land, amidft floating 
rocks of ice, in a rigorous cold climate. This long‘rut was 
not performed without encountering many dangers and incon- 
veniences, of which the fubfequent quotation prefents us with 
one of the moft remarkable. ‘ 


« Qn the 29th the wind, which had for three or four days paft 
blown a very ftrong gale, now encreafed fo mach, that we ran 
during the laft twenty-four hours, almoft under the bare fore- 
fail. The fea at the fame time ran very high, and frequently 
broke over the floop, in which none of the cabins were prepared 
for fuch bad weather, our courfe from England to the Cape hav- 
ing been remarkably free of ftorms. ‘The people, and efpecially 
perfons not brought up to fea-affairs, were ignorant how to be- 
have in this new fituation ; the. prodigious rolling of the véffel 
therefore daily made great havock among cups, faucers,. glafles, 
bottles, difhés, plates, and every thing that. was, moveable ; 
whilft the humourous circumftances fometimes attending the 
geacral confufion, made us bear thefe irreparable lofles with 
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greater compofure than might have been expected. The decks, 
and the floors of every cabin were however continually wet ; 
and the howl of the florm in the rigging, the roar of the waves, 
added to the violent agitation of the veffel, which precluded al- 
moft every occupation, were new and awful fcenes, but at the 
fame time feverely felt, and highly difagreeable. The air was 
likewife unpleafantly fharp and cold about this time, our lati- 
tude. being now about 42° fouth; and frequent rains contributed 
to make the fervice of the feamen hard and comfortlefs. To 
fecure them in fome meafyre againft the inclemencies of the 
weather, the captain ordered a general diftribution of clothes to 
-be made, which had béen exprefsly provided at the expence of 
the admiralty to ferve this purpofe. Every perfon whofe duty 
-expofed him to the feverity of fouthern climates, from the lieu- 
tenant 40 thé failor, was provided with a jacket and a pair of 
trow/lers of the'thickeft woollen ftuff called fearnought, or ftron 
flannel, which kept out the. wet for a long time, and had this 
Only. fault,’ in, common,with every thing the navy provides, viz. 
that they. are fupplied by contract, and therefore generally too 
ner for our people. If we confider the diftrefles to which M. 
.de. Bougainville’s crew were reduced for want of cloathing, we 
_catinot help reflecting on the better fortune of Englifh feamen, 
“who, ‘under an equitable government, may expect to be treated 
with peculiar care; and who, on perilous expeditions, are hu- 
“gnanély and‘ attentively. fupplied with neceflaries to face the 
dangers of the fea, and fupport their fpirits in adverfity. A 
‘trying moment frequently occurs, where the defpondence caufed 
by ill-treatment and heavy fufferings, muft have the moft fatal 
confequences, fince its diret oppofite, an undaunted refolation 
is then moi neceflary; fuch a moment we experienced in this 
night. A petty officer in the forepart of. the veffel, awaking 
fuddenly, heard a noife. of water ftreaming through his birth; 
and breaking itfelf againft his own and his ‘mefs-mates chefts ; 
he leaped out of his bed, and found ‘himfelf to the middle of the 
leg in water. He inftantly acquainted the Officer of the quarter- 
deck with this dreadful circumftance, and in a few moments al- 
moft every perfon'in the fhip-was in motion ; the pumps’ were 
employed, and the officers encouraged the feamen with an alarm- 
ing gentlenefs, to’ perfevere “in their work ; notwithftanding 
which the water feemed to gait‘upon us; every foul was filled 
with terror, encreafed by the darknefs of the night." | 
re Ponto. nox, incubat atra, 
Prefentemque viris intentant omnia mortem. Vir. 
For what obfcured light the heav’ns did grant, 
Did but convey anto.zbeir fearful minds 
A doubtful warrant of immediate death. Shakefp. 
* The chain-pumps were now cleared, and our failors laboured 
at them with great,alacrity.; at laft one of them luckily difcover- 
ed that the water came in through a {cuttle (or window) in the 
_boatiwain’s ftore-room,, which not. having been fecured againft 
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the tempeftuous fouthern ocean, had-been ftaved in by the force 

of the waves. It was immediately repaired, and clofely fhut up, * 
and we efcaped for this time with the greateft parts of the 
clothes and effeéts of the failors and officers thoroughly foaked 
in falt water. We fhould have found it difficult, if not utterly 
impoffible, to clear the hip of the water, if the midfhipmai had 
not providentially awaked before it had gained too much upon 
us: the prefence of mind of our officers, and the {pirit of our 
feamen would have been exertéd in Vain, and we muft perhaps 
have gone down to the bottom, in the midit of a Very dark 
night and turbulent ocean, which would, ‘have effeBually prée- 
vented our confort from giving us afiftancé. A diftribution of 
fifhing-hooks and lines svas.made about thig time to every perfon 
on board, as it was uncertain how foon we mi be meet with land, 
and confequently with an opportunity of making ufe of them.’ 


The fcurvy made its appearance at. this time,’ but was ‘en- 
tirely cured by a plentiful ufe of fweet’wort'; and the voyagers, 
being in no diftrefsful circumftances, were at liberty to con- 
template the extraordinary fCene of ‘nature upon which, they 
had now entered. Their admiration was particularly excited 
by the huge mafles of ice that floated on the ocean, and 
which, though formed of its waters, difcovered not, wpon trial, 
_the fmalleft impregnation of marine falt. . They likewife had 
the pleafure of bebalding the Aurora Aujiralis, a \uminovs phe- 
nomenon; of the fame appearance as the Aurora’ Borealis in our 
hemifphere. : a9 | , 
While the navigators were gratified with the novelty of thofe 
objeGs, they had the mortification to find the two veffels fepa- 
rated from eachother in a thick fog, which lafted feven' days. 

The Adventure preceeded to Diemen’s Land, and next to New 
Zeeland ; andthe Refolution, after cruizing a month to the 
fouthward, likewife took thelter at the fouth-weft end of the 
fame country. The fituation of the latter of thofe, veilels, 
during this interval, is thus feelingly defcribed by Mr. Forfter. 


* As we ftood to the northward, we alfo obferved more feals 
every day, which came from the coaft of New Zeeland: A 
large trunk.of a tree, and feveral bunches of weeds were feen on 
the 2sth, and greatly exhilarated the fpirits of our failors. Soon 
after the land was defcried, bearing N. E. by E. at_a vaft dif- 
tance. About five o’clock in the afternoon we were within a 
few miles ‘of it, and faw fome -high mountains inland, and a 
broken rocky coaft before us, where feveral inlets feemed to in- 
dicate an extenfive bay orfound. ‘We tried foundings jn 30 fa- 
thoms, bat found none; however, at the majft-Head’they ob- 
ferved funken rocks clofe to us, on which we immediately tack- 
ed, and ftood off fhore, as the weather was growjng dark and 
mifty. The siext morning we found this part of New Zeeland 
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Jay to the fouthward of Cape Weft, and had not been explored 
~ by captain Cook, in the Endeavour, + 
~ € Phus ended oor firft cruize in the high fouthern latitudes, 
after a {pace of four months and two days, out of fight of land, 
during which we had expefienced no untoward accident, and 
had been fafely led through numerous dangers by the guiding 
hand of Providence, which preferved our crew in good health 
dating the whole time, a few ivdividwals excepted. Our whole 
courfe, from the Cape of Good Hope to New Zeeland, wasa 
‘feries of hardfhips, which had never been experienced before : 
all. the difagreeable circamftances of the fails and rigging that- 
tered to pieces, the veffel rolling gunwale to, and her upper 
works torn by thewiolence of the ftrain'; the concomitant effects 
of ftorms, which have been painted with fuch firong expreffion, 
‘and blecknuefs of '\Colorir, by the able writer oF Anfon’s Voyage, 
were .pefhaps the leaft, dittreilinp occirrencés of ours.. We had 
the perpetual feverities of a rigorous climate to cope with; our 
_ Mearbenaoed officers wereexpoted to rain, fleet, hait, and {now ; 
‘Our sigging owas conftantly.encrufted ‘with ice, which ¢ut the | 
Ahandssohthofewhd were obliged to touch it; our proviffon of 
sfreth water was 10. be: collected in lumps of ice floating dn the 
{feay wheres the cold; and the fharp faline elémene alternately 
daumbed; and fearified the failors’ limbs > wé were perpetually 
-expofed to the.danper of running’ again huge mafies: ‘of ice, 
'» whith filled the immenfe Southern Ocean :° thé frequéit and fud - 
den appearance ofithefe perils, required an’ almott cdntittial ex- 
>€ tion, of thé whole crew, ito: manage” the fhip ‘wich! the ¢teéateft 
degree of precifiomand difpatch: ‘The length’ of time whith we 
/semained out of fight of Jand,and the long abitinente from any 
Jott of) refrethment were equally -diftrefsfal? for our. hooks and 
Tines-diftributed in November, had hitherto been’ of n6 fetyice, 
J Onaccountof, our bavigation in’ high fouthern latitudes) and 
acrofs an. unfathomable ocean, where? we’ faw "no “filh except 
whales, sandowheéte it is :well known no others can be expected : 
the tornid zone being; the only’one whére they may be cabght 
@ut, of fonsidinges 7 bv : spade omaha 


teeTerte eat +! 


hswslv 


Atrum °* “AA 
. Defendens pifces hiemat mare. Horat. . 
sc f{We may,add to thefe the difmal gloominefs which always 
_ prevailed in the, fouthern. latitudes, where we had impenetrable 
aA s lafting for weeks together, and where.we rarely. faw.the 
| He ght lace of the fun; a.circumftance which, alone is fufiicient 
_ to deed the moft undaunted, .and to four the {pirits of the moft 
‘Chearful. “It is therefore juftly to be wondered at, and ought to 
be ‘confidered as a diltinguifhing mark of divine protection, that 
_we had not felt thofe ill effets which might have been expeéted, 
and juftly dreaded as:the refult:of fach accumulated diftreffes.’ 


- 1 UT he harbour of New Zeeland, where the Refolution touched 
at, after her run from the Cape of Good Hope, was named 
Li ® yades oo ’ ws . os ‘ : Dufky 
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Dufky Bay, the conntry adjacent to which appears to be fo 
_fomantic, that we fhall infert the account of it as delivered in 
the narrative. 


« The: weather was delightfully ‘fair, «and genially warm, 
when compared 'to what.we had lately experienced ; and we 
glided along by .infenfible-degrees, wafted by light airs, paft 
numerous rocky. iffands, each, ai whieh was baad with wood 
and fhrubberies, where: numerous evergreens were fweetty con- 
trafled and mingled withthe various’ fhades of autumnal yellow. 
Flocks. of, aquatic birds. enlivened: the rocky fhores,' and the 
whole country refounded with the wild notes: of the feathered 
tribe. We had long and eagerly wifhed for the laid ‘atid its 
vegetable produétions, and therefore could not but eye the”prof- 

e€t before us with peculiar’ delight, and with eriotions 6f joy 
and fatisfaétion, which were ftrongly marked inthe countenance 
of each individual. 

* About three vo’clock in the afiernoen; we dropped @u an- 
chor under a point ofian ifland, where:we were in fome méafure 
theltered from the.fea, and fo near the fhore, as to reath it’ with 
ahawfer. The floop was no fooner in fafety, than every failor 
put his hook and line overboard, and in a few moments nuthbers 
of fine fifh were hauled up onsall parts of the veffel, Which 
: heightened the rapiures we had already felt at our entrancé’ into 
this bay. _ ‘The:real. good tafte of the fith, joined to'‘our long ab- 
ftinence, inclined us to look. upon ‘our firft meal here, ‘as the 
mott delicious we had ever made in our lives. The view of rade 
{ceneries in the. ftyle Of Rofa, of antediluvian forefts which 

cloathed the rock, and. of numerous rills of water; which every 
where rolied down the fteep declivity, altogether con{pired to 
complete our joy; and fo apt is mankind, after a long abfence 
from land, to be prejudiced i in favour of the wildeft fhore, that 
we looked upon the country at that time, “as one of the moft 
beautiful which, nature unaflifted by art could produce. ‘Such are 
the general ideas of travellers and voyagers long exhaofted by 
diftreffes ; and’ with fuch warmth of imagination they have 
viewed the rade cliffs of Jwan Fernandez, and the impenetrable 
foreits of Tinian!’ 


During upwards of fix..weeks which they paffed in this har- 
_bour, the crew. difcovered .only:two or three fmall families of 
natives, whodived feparately, and with whom they maintained 
an amicable*intercourfe. »: The character of this people appears 
fo ftrongly marked in their behaviour towards the fhip’s com- 
pany, that we catinot refrain from giving a place to the ac- 
count of captain Cook’s firft interview with them. 


< As. we were returning home, we-heard a loud hallooing on 
the rocky. point of an ifland, which on this occafion obtained the 
name of Indian Ifland; and ftanding in tothe fhore, we per- 
ceived one of the natives, from whom this noife PrOCAEEERS, Fae 
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- ftood with a clabor battle-axe in his hand, on a projedting point, 


and behind him ‘on the fkirts Of~the wood we faw two women, 
each of them having a long fpear. " When our boat came to the 
foot of the rock, we called to him, -in the language of Taheitee, 
toye barre mai, ‘* friend, come; hither ;’ he did not, however, 
ftir from. his poft, but held a long fpeech, .at certain intervals 
pronouncing jt with gwzeat earneftnefs, and yehemence, ang 
fwinging round. his club, on which he leaned at other times. 
Captain Cook went to the head of the boat, called to him in a 
friendly mafiner, and threw’him his own and fome other hand- 
kerchiefs, which he would not pick up. The captain then 
taking fome fheets of white paper in his hand, landed on the 
rock unarmed, and held-the»paper out to the'native. The maa 
now. trembled very vifidly; and having exhibted flrong marks 
of fear in his cquotepance, took. the paper: upon which captain 
Cook coming up to him, took; hold of his hand,.and embraced 
him, touching the man’s nofe with his own, whichis their mode 
of falutation, His apprehenfion was by this. means diflipated, 
and he called to the two women, who came ,aod joined him, 
while feveral of us aided, to Keep the captain company. .A 
Which very little was underftood on 
boch fides, ‘for want of 4 conipétent knowledge of the language. 


“Mr. Hodges: immediately took fketches ‘of their countenances, 


and their. geftures fhewed that they clearlySunderitood what he 
was doing ; on which they called hig %0é-/04, that: termsbeing 


_ probably :apphicable.to the. imitative.arsio: The ‘man’s counte- 


mance was very pleafing and open --one.of the’ women, which. we 
afterwards believed tobe his,daughter,'was not wholly fo dif- 


_agreeable.as.one might have expected in New Zeeland, but:the 
a 


other was remarkably ugly,.and had a prodigious, excrefcence 
on herupperlip. They were all.of.a dark brown or clive com- 
plexion; their hair was black; , nd curling, and [meared with 
‘oil and riddle ;° the mdn wore his tied upon the crown, of. the 


head, but the woniermhad “it cut fhort. Their bodies were to- 


lerably well propoftiéned in’ the. upper part; but they had re- 
markable:flender, itimade, “and bandy ‘Iegs?' ‘Their drefs con- 


d 
‘fifted of mats maderof' the New Zeeland fax-plant, ‘interwoven 


with feathers; and in their ears: they wore’ fmall pieces of white 


albatrofs fins tained with. -rnddlé-orochre. 1 We offered them 


fome fifhes and wild fowl, :but they threw them back to us, in- 
simnatiag that.they, did pot want, provifions,,,. The approaching 
night obliged us to retire, not without promifing our new 
friends a vigit the next morning. . The man remained filent, and 
looked after us with Compofure and great attention, which feem~ 
ed to fpeak a profound thediticion $ but the youngeft of the two 
women, whofe vociferous: volubility of tongue exceeded every 
thing we had met with, began°to dance at our departure, and 
continued to be as Joud asvever.’ Our feamen_ pafied" feveral 
‘eoarfejefts on this occafion;*but nothinp was more obvious to 
~us than the general drift of mature, which-not only provided 
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man with a partner to alleviate his cares and fweeten his labours, 


‘but endowed that partner likewife with a defire of pleafing by a 


fuperior degree of vivacity and affability.’ 


Mr. Forfter has given a particular account of the 
ceremony, with ‘which an old man and a woman of this 
country paid a vifit to the fhip. On approaching the veffel, 
they were met by captain Cook and Dr. Forfter, whom the 
man faluted with his nofe againft theirs, prefenting each of 
them with a new cloak or piece of cloth made of the fiax- 
plant, curioufly interwoven with parrot’s feathers, and at the 
fame time giving the captain a piece of green nephritic ftone, 
or jadde, which was formed intothe blade of.a hatchet. Then 
turning afide, he introduced a bit of a bird’s fkin with white 
feathers through a hole in one of his ears, and broke off a 
{mall green branch from a neighbouring bufh. Thus equipped, 
he walked on, and {topping when he could juft reach the fhip’s 
fides with his hand, he ftruck them and the main-fhrouds fe- 
veral times with his branch. He then began to repeat a kind 
of fpeech or prayer, which feemed to have regular cadences, 
and to be metrically arranged as a poem. His eyes were fixed 
upon the place he had touched, his voice was raifed, and. his 
whole behaviour grave and folemn. The young woman, 
though at other times laughing and dancing, now kept clofe to 
the man, and was ferious all the while he {poke, during the 
{pace of two. or three minutes. At the clofe of his fpeéech, the 
man ftruck the thip’s fide-again, and throwing away the 
branch, both he and the girl came on board, with each a {pear 
in their hand.’ 

‘Ft was’the bepttining of May when the voyagers left Dufky 
Bay, and ‘at that feafon all the country began to be covered 
with fhow, Sailing along the weft coaft of New, Zeeland, 
they arrived. in Cook’s Strait, where they .obferved, fame of 
thofe fingular, phenomena called water-fpouts. Next day they 
came to. an anchor: in Queen Charlotte’s Sound, and here they 
rejoined the Adventure, to their mutual joy and fatigfa@ion, 
They were foon afterwards vifited by the natives, who were 
much more numerous than at Dufky Bay, and having former- 
ly feen Europeans, they were more bold and familiar at the 
firft interview. 

The commerce between the failors and the New Zeeland 
women is defcribed with that degree of abhorrence which brut- 
ality infpires to every man of feeling and moral fentiment. 


* About thirty natives furrounded us in feveral canoes the 
next morning, and brought a few of their tools and weapons to 


. fell, for which they received great quantities of our goods in ex- 


change, owing to the eagernefs with which our crews outbid 
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each other, There were a number of women among them, 
whofe lips were. of a blackith blue colour, by pundtuation; and 
their cheeks were painted ofa lively red, with a mixture of 
ruddle asd. oil. Like thofe at Dufky Bay, they commonly had 
flender and, bandy.legs, with: large knees ; defeéts which evi- 
dently are ceducible.fsom ithe little exercife they ufe, and their 
mode of fitting crofs-legged and: cramped up almoft perpetually 
in canoes,. Their colour wasoof a clear ;brown, -bétween the 
olive and mahogany hues, theirs hair jetty: black, the faces round, 
the nofe and lips rather thick but nov flat, their black eyes fome- 
times lively and not without expreflion; the whole upper part 
of their figure was not difproportionate, and their affemblage of 
features not abfolutely forbidding. Our crews, who had not 
converfed withavomen fince our departure from the Cape, found 
thefe ladies wery agreeable; and from the manner in’ which 
their advances were received, it appeared very plainly that chaf- 
tity was not rigosouflyobferved here, and that the fex were far 
from being impregnable. However their favours did not de- 
pend upon their own inclination, but the men, as abfolute 
mafters, were always to be confulted upon, the occafion; if .a 
fpike-nail, ora fhirt, or a fimilar prefent had been. given for 
their connivance, the lady was at liberty to make her lover 
happy, and to exact, if poffible, the tribute of another prefent 
for herfelf.-Some ‘among them, however, fubmitted with re- 
juctance to this vile proftitution ; and, but for the authority and 
menaces of.the men, would not have complied with the defires 
of afet.of people who could, with unconcern, behold theirtears 
and hear their complaints. .Whetherithe. members of a civilized 
fociety, who.could aé& fuch a brutal, part,.or the barbarians who 
could force their own women to fubmit to fach, indignity, de- 
ferve the greatet abhorrence, is a queftion.not eafily to be de- 
cidéd.” Encouraged by the lucrative nature of, this infamous 
“commerce, the New Zeelanders. went through the whole veflel, 
offering theif daughters and filters’ promifcuoufly to every per- 
fons ethrbrdtes}"in- exthange for our iton tools, ‘which they knew 
could mot be: purchafed at an eafier rate. It does not appear 
that their married) women were ever fuffered to’ Wave ‘this kind of 
interegurfe with our people. ~Their ideas of female chattity are, 
in this sefpe&,, fo different -from-oursy that a girl may favour a 
numberof lovers withopt-any.detriment to ber-charatter; but if 
She ‘matrices, conjugal Gdelity. is exadted from. her with the great- 
eft figour. _ Ir may therefore be alledged, that as she New Zee- 
jlan@érs place ho value on the continence of their unmarried wo- 
meny the arrival of Ruropeans. among them did not injure their 
moral characters in’ this tefpe€t; but we doubt whether they ever 
debafed themfelves fo much as to make a trade of their women, 
before we created ‘new wants*byThewing® them iron-tools; for 
the poffefhon'of which they do not hefitate to commit an aétion 
that,tm oar eyes, deprives them of the very fhadow of fenfi- 


bility. 
‘i 
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‘ It is unhappy enough that the unavoidable confequence of 
2li our voyagers of difcovery, has always'been the lofs of a num- 
ber of innocent lives $-but this heavy injury:done to the little 
uncivilized communities which Europeans have vifited, ‘is trif- 
ling when compared to: the: irretrievable! harm ‘entailed tipon 
them by corrupting their anorals. If thefe’evils were in ‘fothe 
ineafure compenfated by the :ntrodudtion of fome real benéfit’in 
thefe countries, or by the abolition of fome other immoral‘ cuf- 
toms among their inhabitants, we might at leait comfort our- 
felves, that what they loft on one-hand, they gained on the 
other, but I fear that hithesto our intercourfe has been wholly 
difadvantageous to the nations of the South Seas; and that thofe 
communities have been the leaft injured, who have always kept 
aloof from us, and whofe jealous difpofition ‘did not fuffer our 
failors to become too familiar antong them;"'as if they td per- 
ceived in their countenances thar. bevity of’ cifpéfition, and 
that fpirit of debauchery, with which they are generally’ re- 
proached,’ 


Several fubféquent vifits from different parties of the inhabi- 
tants aboutid with little circumftances which are ftrongly, ex- 
pretfive of their general character. 

On the 7th of June, 4773, the two thips failed out of Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound into, the South Sea, in order to crofs it’ be- 
tween the latitude, of; 40’ and 50 degrees: fouth, in the depth’ 
of winter.in thofe parts, .Mr. Forfter fpecifies the ‘difadvan-' 
tases which attended thisirun: contrary Winds, cold’ weather, 
with fogs and rains, rendered *it ‘very difapreeable, aid at the 
latter: end of it the Adventure loft a man by the fcurvy, the 
crew likewife beginning to’ be very fitkly. "We are told they 
alfo had fome ‘patients on board, who had been infefled with 
the venereal difeafe at New Zeeland, . After enquiring very, 
minutely into the fubje&t, Mr. Forfter is inclined to be. of opi- 
nion that this diforder, has been known in New Zecland before 
ever it was vifited by Europeans; but to eftablifh this conje@ure, 
the moft indubitable,evidence would be neceflary. 

On theiarth of Augult the voyagers “obferved: one of ‘thofe 
low circular reefs, which’ are ‘common’ in the Pacific Ocean, 
between the tropics, and which, notwithftanding their {mall 
fize, are frequently inhabited. They faw feveral others the 
following days, and at laft defcried the ifland of O-Taheiteg 
on the rsth, where they hoped to overcome. the diftreffing 
ficknefs which prevailed on board the Adventuro, 





{ To. be continued. } 
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The Life of David Hume, E/. written by Himfelf. Small 8vs. 
1s. Od. fered. Cadell. 


F memoirs of a celebrated: perfon prove interefting, with- 
out any uncommon circumftance in the form of the narra- 
tive, how much more lively is the pleafure which they are cal- 
culated to afford, when he whofe life and charaéter are de- 
lineated is himfelf the ‘hiftorian ? In fuch a cafe, though there 
be doubtlefs fome grcund for the imputation of vanity, it is 
fo far from difgufting the reader, that it even yields him fa- 
tisfa€tion ; mot only by gratifying coriofity, but by the laud 
able anxiety which it difcovers for honeft fame, and an an- 
blemifhed reputation. ‘The performance now under our no- 
tice, however, is the more particularly entitled to attention, 
that it was written but a few months before the deceafe of 
the author, at a time when that event was evidently very faft — 
approaching. 

After a pertinent exordium, intended to preclude the fuf- 
picion of vanity, Mr. Hume informs us that he was born the 
26th of April 1711, O. S, at Edinburgh. That he was of 2 
good family, both by father and mother ; his paternal ancef- 
‘tors being defcended from the earls of Hume, and inheriting, 
for many generations, the eftate which his brother now pof- 
fefies, His mother was daughter of fir David Falconer, pre- 
fident of the college of juftice, whofe fon fucceeded to the title 
of lord Halkerton. 

Mr. Hume’s parents were of a refpectable character, as well 
as of good defcent, but the family was not rich ; and he be- 


‘ing a younger brother, his patrimony was of courfe very {fmall. 


Lofing his father in his infancy, he was brought up, with his 
brother and fifter, under the care of theit mother, and paffed 
fuccefsfully through the ordinary courfe of education. He was 
feized very early with a paffion for literature, which he fays 


bas been the ruling paffion of his life, and the great fource of 


his enjoyments. His family, in confequence of his ftudious 
difpofition, had devoted him to the profeffion of the law ; but 
he was unalterably attached by his- genius to the purfuits of 
philofophy and general learning ; ‘ and while they fancied, 
fays he, I was poring upon Voet.and Vinnius, Cicero and Vire 
gil‘were the authors whieh I was fecretly devouring.’ 

His fortune, however, being unfuitable to this plan of life, 
and his health a little impaired by an ardent application to 
ftudy, he was induced, with reluétance, ‘to fubmit to the pro- 
pofal of entering into a more ative way of life. In 1734, he 


accordingly went to Briftol, with fome recommendations to 


eminent merchants ; but finding in himfelf an invincible aver- 
fion 
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fion to the fcene in which he was now engaged, he went over 
to France, with the view of profecuting his ftudies in a 
country retreat. There, as he informs us, he refolved to 
make a very rigid frugality fupply his deficiency of fortune, to 
maintain unimpaired his independency, and regard every ob- 
yet as contemptible onseps the improvement of his talents in 
literature. 

After pafling. three years in that country, firft at Reims, but 
chiefly af La Fleche, in, Anjou, and having compofed his. 'Trea- 
tife on Human Nature,-he came .over to London, where he 
publifhed it in.the entl.of the. year.1738. ‘his treatife proved 
very unfortunate; falling, as he expreffes it, * dead-born from 
the prefs, without..peaching {uch diftintion,. as even to excite a 
murmur among the. zealots.’ Being -naturally of a. cheerful 
and fanguine .temper, however, he foon recovered this difap- 
pointment, and continued to profecute his ftudies, with great 
ardour, at his brother’s houfe in the country, to, which he 
now retired. In 1742, he printed at Edinburgh, the firft part 
of his Effays, which was favourably received. 

In 4745, he was invited to come and live with the marquis 
ef Annandale, in England, who feems to have required the 
direQiion of a perfon of :abilities. Wich him Mr. Hume pafied 
a twelvemonth, during which time, his appointments, he in- 
forms us, made a confiderable'acceffion to his fmall fortune. 
He then received an invitation from, general St. Clair to attend 
him as fecretary to his expedition, which, though firft de- 
figned againft Canada, ended in anincurfion on the coat of 
France... In 1747, which was ‘next year, he was again re- 

quefted by the general to,attend him in his military embafly to 
the courts of Vienna and Turin, whereour author was. intro- 
duced as aid-de-camp to the general,.. along with fir Harry 
Erfkine and captain Grant, now general Grant. ‘Thofe two 
years, he informs us, were almoft the: only interruption of 
his ftudies in the courfe of his life; and with his frugality, 
he had now reached a fortune which he called independent, 
though moft of: his friends were inclined to fmile when he 
faid fo: he tells us he was now matter of a thoufand pounds. 

Having entertained an opinion that his want of fuccefs in 
publifhing the Treatife on Human Nature, had beem owing 
more to the manner than the matter. of the work, he caft 
the firft. part of it anew in the Enquiry concerning Human 
Underftanding, which was publifhed while he was at Turin. 
But the fuccefs of this treatife at firft proved little better- than 
that of the former; and a new edition of his Effays, moral 
and political, which was publifhed at London about the fame 
time, met not with a much more favourable reception, 
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Mortifying as thofe fucceffive difappointments were, they . 
made litile impreffion om our author, In t74g he went to 
his brother’s houfe in the country, and there compofed the 
fecond part of his Effays, which he called Political Difcourfes, 
and alfo his Enquiry concerning the Principles of Morals, an- 
other part of his firft treatife, which he now caft anew. He 
had, about this time, the fatisfa€tion to be informed by his 
bookfeller at. London, thar the fale of his former publications 
was gradually increafing, and that new editions were de- 
manded. 

In 1751, he removed from the country to Edinburgh, 
where next year he publifhed his Political Difcourfes, the only 
one of his works that was fuccefsful on the firft publication ; 
being well received abroad and at home. In the fame year 
was publifhed at London, his Enquiry concerning the Prin- 
ciples of Morals, the work which, of all his writings, Mr, 
Hume thinks incomparably the beft. 

' In1752, he was appointed librarian to the faculty of advo- 
cates, an office, he tells us, from which he received little or 
no emolument, but which gave him the command ofa large 
library. It is but juftice to the memory of Mr. Hume to 
mention one inftance of his generofity while he held this of- 
fice : we have been informed, that he refigned the whole fa- 
lary in favour of a man of genius who was in diftrefsful cir- 


.cumftances. 


Our author now formed the plan of writing the Hiftory of 
England, but recoiling at the thought of continuing a narra- 
tive through a period of 1700 years, ‘he commenced with the 
acceffion of the Houfe of Stuart, an epoch when, in his opi- 
nion, the mifreprefentations of fation began to take place. 
He acknowledges that he was fanguine in the expectations of 
the fuccefs of this work, but_was greatly difappointed, ‘The 
bookfeller told him, that in a twelvemonth he fold only forty- 
five copies of it; and fo general was the clamour againft this 
work, that our author only excepts, from its opponents, the 
primate of England, Dr. Herring, and the primate of Ire- 
land, Dr. Stone, which feem, he juftly obferves, two odd ex- 
ceptions. Thofe prelates feparately fent him meflages not to 
be difcouraged. - 

Mr. Hume, however, confefles that he was really dif- 
couraged; and he adds, that had not the war been at that 
time breaking out between France and England, he had cer- 
tainly retired to fome provincial town of the former kingdom, 
have changed his name, and never more have returned to his 
native country. But this fcheme being now impradicable, 
and 
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ticable, and the fubfequent volume confiderably advanced, he 
determined to perfevere in the work. 

About this-time he publifhed at London his Natural Hil- 
tory of Religion, with fome other fmall pieces. 


‘ Its public entry, fays he, was rather obfcure, except only 
that Dr. Hard wrote a pamphlet * againft it; with all the il- 
liberal petulance, arrogance, and fcurrility,; which diftinguith 
the Warburtonian fchool. ‘This pamphlet gave mé fome con- 
folation for the otherwife> indifferent reception’ of my per- 
formance.’ | 


The next volume. of the Hiftory,. which was publified in 
1756, met with a more favoyrable reception; but againft the 
Hiftory of the Houfe of Tudor, which appearéd ia 1759, the 
clamour was almoft equal to that againit the firft volume of 
the work, Our author, however, proceeded to finifh the 
more early part of the Englifh Hiftory, which he publifhed 
in 1761, with tolerable, he modeftly fays, and but tolerable 
fuccefs. 

Mr. Hume obferves, that, notwithftanding the various, and 
generajly unfuccefsful fate of his writings, the copy-money 
given him. by the bookfellers, much exceeded any thing for- 
merly known in England. He was become not only inde- 
pendent but opulent, and refolved never more to fet his foot 
out of his native country of Scotland, but to pafs the remain- 
der of his life in a philofophical retirement. In 1763, he re- 
ceived an invitation from the earl of Hertford, with whom he 
was not in the leaft acquainted, to attend him on his embafly 
to Paris, with a near profpect of being appointed fecretary to 
the embafly, and in the mean time, of. performing the func- 
tions of the office. This offer, however advantageous, Mr. 
Hume at firft declined, till his lordfhip repeated the invi- 
tation. He was appointed fecretary to the embafly, and in 
fummer 1755, was chargé d'affaires, during the interval be- 





_ * The title of the pamphlet alluded to is—Remarks on Mr. David 
Hume's Effay on the Natural Hiflory of Religion. Addreffed to the rev. 
Dr. Warburton.—Since the appearance of Mr. Hume's Life, a new 
edition of this performance has been publified, with the following 
advertifement from the bookieller to the reader. 

«« The following is fuppofed to be the pamphlet referred to by 
the late Mr.David Hume, in page 21, of his Life, as being written 
by Dr. Hurd. Upon my applying to the bifhop of Litchfield and 
Coventry for bis permiffion to republifh it, he very readily gave me 
his confent, .His Jordthip only added, he was forry he could not 
take to himfelfthe WHOLE infamy of the charge brought againf 
him; but ‘that he fhould hereafter, if he thought it worth his 
while, explain himfelf more particularly on that fabjeét. 


*¢ Strand, March, 1777. T, CADELL® 
You. XLII. March, 1777. Q. iweeg 
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tween the departure of lord Hertford, and the arrival of the 
duke of Richmond. In the beginning of 1766, he left Paris, 
and next fummer went. to Edinburgh, with the fame view as 
formerly, of paffing bis life in a philofophical retreat; -but foon 
afterwards receiving an invitation from Mr. Conway, to be un- 
der fecretary, he,accepted. the office. _In 1769, he returned to 
Edinburgh, very opu'ent,: poffeffing at this time, as he informs 
us, a revenue of tooo). a year. The fubfequent part of this 
interefting performance we fhall: give in his own words. 


* In fpring 1775, I was ftruck with a diforder in my bowels, 
which at firft gave me no alarm, but has fince, as I apprehend 
it, become mortal and incurable. I now reckon upon a fpeedy 
ciffolution. I have fuffered. very little pain from my diforder ; 
and what is more ftrange, have, notwithftanding the great de- 
cline of my. perfon; never fuffered a moment’s abatement of m 
fpirits ; infomuch,, that.were Ito name ke, period of my life, 
which I fhould moft choofe to pafs over agains I might be 
tempted to point to this later period. I poffefs the fame ardour 
as ever jn fludy, andthe fame gaiety in company. I confider, 
befides, that a man of fixty-five, by dying, cuts off only a few 
years of infirmities; and though I fee many fymptoms of m 
literary reputation’s breaking out at laft with additional luftre, I 
knew that.Ecould have but tew years to enjoy it.- Itis diffical: 
to be more detached from life than | am at prefent. 

‘« To conclude hifterieally with my own character, I am, 
or rather was (for thatis -the ftyle I muft now ufe in {peaking of 
mylfelf, which emboldens me the more.to {peak my fentiments) ; 
I was, I fay, a man of mild difpofiuions, of command of tem- 
per, of an open, focial, and cheerful humour, capable of at- 
tachment, but little fufceptible of-énmity, and of great moder- 


~ ation in all my pafiions. Even my love of literary fame, my 


ruling’ paffion, never fouréd my temper, notwithftanding my 
frequent difappointments. My company was not unacceptable 
to the young and carelefs, as well as to the ftudious and }i- 
terary ; and as] took a particular pleafure in. the company of 
medeft women, | had no reafon to be difpleafed with the re- 
‘ception [ met with from them, Ina word, though moft men 


“any wife eminent, have found reafon to complain of calumny, 


I never was touched, or even attacked by her. baleful tooth : 


“and though I wantonly expofed myfelf to the rage of both civil 


and religious factions, they feemed to be’ difarmed in my be- 
half of their wonted fury. .My friends never had o¢cafion. to 


‘ vindicate.any one circumflance of my character and condutt ; 


not but that the zealots, we may well fuppefe, would have been 
glad to invent and propagate any flory to my difadvantage, but 
they could never find any which they thought would wear the 


- face of probability. I cannot fay there is no vanity in making 


this funeral oration of myfelf, but I hope it is nota milplaced 
One; 
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Gne;. and this is a matter of fa&t which is eafily cleared and af- 
certained.’ 

The whole of this’ harrative breathes ingenuoufhefs, and a 
noble confcioufhef$ of iftegrity, not without that folicitude 
of literary, as well as moral: fame, which we may fuppofe to 
have animated a writer, fo diftinguifhed, from his earlieft 
years, for his ardor in the purfuits of philofophy and general 
jearning. | 

This performance is dated the 18th of April, 1776, from 
which period, to the time of Mr. Hume’s death, which hap- 
pened on the 25th of Auguft, an account of his ftate and be- 
haviour. is delivered in a.Jetter annexed, written by Dr, . Adam 
Smith, to Mr. Strahan. It appears that Mr. Hume fup- 
ported his illnefs to the laft, with {uch patience, refignation, 
and compofure, as perhaps may: be reckoned Stoical fortitude ; 
and that, whenthe difcourfe of ‘his friends turned on his ap- 
proaching diffolution, he was even jocular on the fubject. 
* Upon the whole, fays Dr. Smith, Ihave always confidered 
him, both in his lifetime and fince his death, as approaching 
‘as nearly to the idea of a perfe&ly wife and virtuous man, 
as perhaps the nature of human frailty will permit,’ 


FOREIGN ARTICLES, 


Elementa Hiftorie Germanice, ce. Edita & Johanne Michaele 
Lorenz, Elog. et Hift. Prof. Publ. So. Argentorati, 


{TX this very accurate, concife, and inftructive work, Prof, Lorenz 
has followed the fame plan as in his Elements of Univerfal Hiftory, 
of which we have formerly taken notice, Hecontents himfelf with 
ointing out the leading facts and events, and the feveral hiftorians 
by whom they have been recorded at length. His performance.is 
therefore a fketch rather than a regular hiftory; but at once fo-ac- 
curate and complete, that it wili prove highly ufeful, both for ac- 
quiring a juft idea, and for facilitating the recollection of the con- 
tents of the.extenfive and complicated hiftory of Germany. 

The work is divided into ten periods; of which the fir comprifes 
all that is ftill known of the moft ancient inhabitants of Germany. 
The fecond, its hiftory under the Romans. The Third, the con- 
federacy of the nations between the Rhine and the Elbe, their paf- 
fage into France, and their conquefts in Germany from the year 
431 to 752. Thefourth period, from 752—911, prefents the hif- 

- tory of Germany under the Carlovingians, their conquefts in Italy, 
their'divifions, and the origin of the German kings and conftitution, 
"The fifth treats of the Saxon kings and emperors, from 9111024, 
- when thefe nations elected their fovereigns, extended their territo- 
ries to the Schelde and the Maes, and re-united Jtaly to the empire, 
and when their grandees, lords, and bifhops rendered them/cl ves 
fovereign in their refpective provinces and bifhopricks. The fixth 
period comprebends the hiftory of Germany under the emperors of 
the family of the dukes of Franconia; from 1024—1125. The 
" feventh, that under the emperors of the houfe of Swabia from 1133-— 


ae ars gta 12 S40 

































































228 








Forgeron ARTICLES. 


3254. The eighth, the famousinterregnum from r254—1273: the 
origin of the electoral college, and of the hanfe-towns. The ninth 
period contains the German hiftory under emperors of various fami- 
lies, from 1273—1437. And the tenth, that under the Auftrian 
emperors, from 143$—1740. To this tenth period a fecond part has 
been added, comprifing the hiftory from 1740—1773. The author 
has {ubjoined to his work a chronological table of the emperors, and 
of the principal events of their reigns, with an enumeration of the 
writers on the public laws of Germany. 





Beytrage zur Kriegskunft und Gefchichte des Krieges von 1756— 
17633 or, Contributions to the military Science and the Hiftory of 
the War, Se. By J. G. Tielke, Captain of Artillery in the 
Service of the Elector of Saxony. With Plans and Maps. Part 
f. 4to. Freyberg: © (German.) 


CAPTAIN Tielke bas already diftinguifhed himfelf by a valuable 

treatife on field-fortification ; and the prefent work has, by com- 
petent judges, been pronounced to be the refult of great military 
knowledge and found judgment. 

In his introduction he gives his reafons for thinking why no com~- 
plete fcientific hiftory of the laft war can well be expeéted from any 
private individual ; and judicioufly obferves, that fingle, detached - 
events, faithfully and accurately related by an ocular witnefs, may 
at once afford valuable materials for a hiftory of that war, and prove 
inftructive to military officers. 

With thefe views he propofes to inveftigate the caufes of the iffue 
of every operation he relates, to deduce from them fome military 
rules and obfervations, and more particularly, to treat of the attack 
and defence of camps, whether fortified or unfortified. . 

This firft part of his intended work accordingly confifts of four 
feétions. The firftcontains a perfpicuous and impartial relation of 
the famous engagement at Maxen, by Mr. Tielke, who affifted at ; 
it ; together with the relations given of it by the imperial army, by 
that of the empire, and by the Pruffans, _ 

‘Inthe fecond fection the author explains the method of drawing 
up plans of the profiles of a mountainous country. Inthe third he 
treats of the attack and defence of unfortified eminences: and in the 
fourth, he propofes three different plans, on which, in his opi- 
nion, the poft at Maxen might have been maintained againft all 
the different bodies of troops by whom it was attacked. 





InftruGion Paftorale de Migr. P Archevéque de Lyon, far les Sources 
de P Incredulité &S les Fondemens de la Religion. 4to. Paris. 


mus refpectable author traces, in the firft part of his interefting 
performance, the errors of irreligion to their fources, .paffions 
and ignorance; acquits learning of the.imputation of having fa- 
voured the progrefs of infidelity ; and obferves, that thofe men of 
real talents,and learning who have, in imitation of Bayle’s example, 
endeavoured to rife on the ruins of general principles, fo eminence 
and fame, have alike miftaken the interefts of their temporal repu- 
tation, and their immortal concerns. 

In the fecond part he proceeds to eftablifh the fundamental arti- 


eles of faith by a &riG@ concatenation of principles and inferences, 


an eloquent abftraét of the beft works on-this important fubject, a 
difplay of the hutory and proofs of religion, of the object of her 
roy fteriesy 
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-hyfteries, of her promifes, and fanétions, and of the duties im- 
pofed by her. Thofe of her own minifters, as here {tated by a very 
eminent member of their body, may iferve for a {pecimen of the 
{pirit of this performance. 

* La religion n’a d'autre but que de rendre les hommes [ages et 
heureux. Et qui ofera s’élever contr’elle, lorfque tous fes minittres, 
animés du méme é({prit, fe dévoueront pleinement 4 ce grand ou- 
vrage? Lorfqu’on ne les verra quitter Je filence de leurs rétraites 
qué pour entretenir la paix dans les familles, réconcilier des enne- 
mis, ramener les pécheurs, proteger les foibles, fe courir les pauvrés, 
confoler les afligés, précher I’humanité aux grands, la foumiffion 
aux peuples, la juftice aux rois; lorfqu’enfin toutes leurs paroles 
feront des inftruétions, toutes leurs actions des exemples, touts leurs 
entreprifes des bienfaits publics? 

* Ce feroit méconnoitre tout 4 la fois et les principes et les inté- 
réts du chriftianife, que de ne pas embraffer jufqu’a fes détracteurs 
dans l’étendue de notre charité. Souvenons-nous que pour étre les 
ennemis de nétre culte, ils n’en font pas moins nos freres; que plus 
ils font inexcufables, plus ils font malheureux ; qu’a Dieu feul ap- 
partient le droit de les juger, et a nous obligation de les aimer et 
de les plaindre ; qu’un zele amer feroit plus propre a les aigrir, qu’a 
Jes attlrer: gue la vérité s'infinue prefque toujours par les douceurs 
de la perfuahon, et ne s’établit jamais par les exces de la violence; 
que la force de la parole, le pouvoir del’exemple, Ja ferveur de la 
priere, les attraits de la picté font les armes de la religion; et que 
lors méme qu’elle paroit s‘irriter de l’obftination des pecheurs, c’ett 
en core au feu de la charité que s’allume le flambeau de fa colere.” 





. 


Manuel, ou Fournée Militaire. Paris. 


ME: de Gaigneé begins his work with fome preliminary reflections 
tending'to infpire young military ‘gentlemen with a defire and 
an emulation to diftinguith themfelves in their profeflion ; and then 
proceeds to the elementary and indifpenfable inftructions, which he 
divides into twelve chapters. : ’ 

The firft chapter treats of the duties of a general, and of thofe of 
fubaltern officers; the fecond, of artillery and its dependencies; the 
third, of the fubfiftence of an army, and of ammunition; the 
fourth, Of military opérations in general, of entrenchments and 
field-fortifications; the fifth, of marches; the fixth, of encamp- 
ments, foraging, &c. the feventh, of general engagements, order 
of battle, retreats, tkirmifhes, ambufcades, &c. the eighth, of gar- 
rifons, citadels, fortifications, &c. the ninth, of garrifon-duty, ma- 
gazines, amimunition, arms, and powder, utenfils, tools, materials, 
artificers, and provifions j the tenth, of the duty and the police of 
a garrifon; the eleventh, of the various attacks on places, &c. the 
twelfth, of their defence, from the beginning of a fiege to the cae 
pitula ion. 7 

The work concludes with general éxplanations of military terms : 
and though its method be liable to exceptions, it may be allowed to 
comprize a great deal of ufeful and neceffary inftruction, in fo {mall 
a compafs as that of three hundred pages. 


Q 3 E/prit 
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E/prit de M. Saurin, oa Exiraits analyfés de fes Sermons. 2 wols 
 t2mo. Paris. : | 

THE Sermons of Mr. Saurin, a proteitant minifter at the Hague, 

defervedly celebrated for his learning, his candour, and his elo« 
quence, appear to be as highly valued in France, as thofe of the 
moft eminent French preachers: and their reputation has induced 
the editor of thefe volumes, to prefent his orthodox catholic read- 
ers, with an apalytical abftraé& of them ; in which he propofed to him- 
felf, to guard his readers again{t fuch proteftant doctrines as are re- 
proved by the Roman catholic church, to fhow the fuperiority of 
the catholic method in moral inftructions over that of the pro- 
teftants; and to revendicate from thofe proteftant fermons, the 
principles originally belengimg to the catholic church: ‘ for, fays he, 
when the precended reformers, feparated themfelves from us, they 
kept a part of the fundamental doétrines of chriftianity, fuch as that 
of the Trinity, the incarnation, a future life, the moral and gofpel 
law ; on thot objects they have the fame principles with us. Thus, 
Whatever they have of truth, of fenfe, of morality, was taught be- 
fore them, and at all times, by the church, and properly belongs to 
her; with the proteftants it is a mere plagiarifin.” 

We fmile at the charge of plagiarifm, brought by an abftraé- 
makers and heartily wifh, that his own pious labours, as well as 
the genius of Saurin, may prove beneficial and inftruétive to all his 
orthodox and catholic readers. 

—s-—- = ——— ——— 
“FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 
Idée Soumaire, ou vué générale du Sufteme Phyfique et Metaphyfique 
‘ de Monfieur Needham fur la Génération des Corps organifés. 

Bruxelles, ven, 

Me: Needham, direétor of the Imperial academy of fciences and 

belles Jettres at Bruffels, and author of many philofophical en- 
¢juiries on microfcopic animalcules, and polypes; in fhort, a man 
acknowledged among the learned as a moit accurate and ufetul ob- 
ferver, is himfelf the author of this little pamphlet.’ He was induced 
to pubiifh it in juftification of his own principles, having been ac- 
cufed of materialifm, by the author of the Syfteme de la Nature, Vol- 
taire, and others, who were very proud of placing a philofopher of . 
his diftinguifhed merit at their head, and who hoped to give their 
depraved opinions greater importance if they could perfuade the 
world that he had adopted them. Mr. Needham’s defence mutt give 
pleafure to every good man, who cannot behold the progrefs of im- 
piety without abhorrence; for it is a very comfortable reflection, 
that the moft enlightened philofophers, have at all times maintained 
thofe principles, which alone can give us true peace of mind. 











Effai geométrique et pratique fur P Archite@ure navalk, a l’Ufage 
des Gens de’ Mer, par M, Vial de Clairbois. Sve. Brek and 
Paris. | sae 
An ufeful elementary treatife, in which practice is continually 
guided and directed by a folid theory. moe 


Traié Jur la Conftruion- des Vaiffeaux, Sc. par M. le Comte du 
Matz de Goimpy, &c. 208 Pages in Ato. wie two Plates. 
Paris. 

The author's firft intention was to publith a new edition of M. 

Pouguer's Iraité du Navire, illuftrated and improved by notes; but 

sie . 3 en 
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on a farther confideration of the fubje&, of the queftions agitated, 
and the improvements made fince Mr. Bouguer’s time, he changed 
his defign, and chofe rather, to compofe @ work of his own, in which 
{uch queftions, o¢cafionally introduced by his predeceffor, as have 
no ufe in practice, are omitted, and many interefting modern im- 
provements inferted, efpecially from Mr. Euler's Scientia Navalis, 
and his Théorie complette de la Conftruétion & Manceuvre des 
Vaiffeaux, Count du Maitz has, however, built his theory on 
new principles, refulting from a long and great experience, and ju- 
dicious obfervations. 





Recueil de Memoires et. d’Obfervations fur la Formation et la Fabri- 
cation du Salpétre. Par les Commiffaires de |’ Académie des 
Sciences de Paris pour Je jugement du Prix .du Salpétre.- 802 
Paris. ; sain 


Containing a comprehenfive and moft valuable abftraé& of all that 
has hitherto been publifhed by chemifts concerning faltpetre, from 
Glauber to. the prefént times; originally intended for the ufe of 
thofe who are actually employed in writing for the confiderable 
prize propofed by the Parifian academy of {ciences ; but highly ufe- 
ful and interefting to chemifts in general. 


} Le Feu du Trifrac, ou les Principes de ce Feu, ‘éclaircis par des 
Exemples en Faveur des Commengans, avec PExplication des Termes 
par Ord-e Alphabétique, Sc. par M. J. M.F. one Volume, of 
376 Paces. Svo. Paris. 


The firt edition of this performance, appeared in 1749, in afmall 
pamphlet of 76 pages, in1zmo. The 300 additional pages contain 
exainples, calculations, and explanations. 


Memoire fur le Cours des Eaux, des Avantages qwon peut tirer des 
crues a’ Eau, Qualité des Eaux flagnantes, des Eaux fouteraines. 
12me. Paris. 

A fhort but ufeful pamphlet of 58 pages. 
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2 OO: b.8 FLCC 54° he 


An Effay on Britifh Liberty: addreffed to both Houfes of Parliament. 
Small8vo. 35. Bew. 


HE defign of this Effay is to expofe the licentionfiiefs fo 
openly pra¢tifed and afferted under falfe ideas of liberty. 

That the charge of indecency, in many inftances, is far from be- 
ing groundle{s, the author has fufficjently evinced, by a number 
of advertifements copied from the news papers, expreflive of the 
moft fhameful venality. Againft thofe public abufes, he em- 
ploys both ridicule and argument; and though the fatire fhould 
not prove effectual, the intention of it at leaft deferves the com+ 
mendation of every friend to decorum and his country. 

" , Q4 A Let- 
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dd Letter to Dr. Price on bis ** Additional Objervations,” Fc. 8vo. 
64. Southern. 


A fhort Letter, containing fome pertinent, though trite re- 
marks on Dr. Price’s Obfervations. 


| Lhe American Crifis. Bvo. ise Flexney. 
This pamphlet contains nothing hew on the fubje& of Amerie 
can affairs. ‘The author recommends the profecution of the war 
with vigour, and the temperate ufe of victory. 


44 Calm Addre/s to the Inbabitants of England. By Jolin Wefley, 
t2mo. 3a. Fry. 

Mr. Wefley’s prefent Addrefs is employéd on the fame fubject 
with the former; being intended to expofe the injuftice of the 
American claim to independency, as well as the ridiculous no- 
tion of that liberty which the rebels pretend to affert. 


- A Letter to the Directors of the Eaff India Company. By Keane 


Fitzgerald, E/g. 8ve. 1s. Payne. 

Mr. Fitzgerald expofes, in the cleareft light, the unjufti- 
fiable practices refpecting the management of the fhipping em- 
ployed in the fervice of the Eaft India company. His remarks 
are urged with decency, politenefs, and temper, unmixed 
with inveétive; but notwithftanding all his candour, he difcovers 


_Ahat juft indignation againft the objeéts of the charge, which 


cannot fail of being excited at the view of abufes, fo inconfift- 


ent with public duty, and prejudicial to the intereit of the com- 


any. 

Fé We mot potently believe in the exiftence of every abufe 
which Mr. Fitgerald has pointed out, and congratulate him on 
the very intelligible manner in which he has addreffed the pub- 
lic; a manner worthy the imitation of thofe who with their 
writings to be ferviceable to mankind. 


Refieions on Usury. Svo. 15. Fielding and Walker. 

We are here prefented with an account of thofe ufurious and 
pernicious contracts carried on under the mode of under-valued 
annuities; with the fubftance of the bil] now before the parlia- 
ment to prevent them, and obfervations on the advantage of 
which it will be productive to the public. | 


P GET R Y. 7 
The Lion extricated; or, the Fackall’s Defeat. A Fable. 4to. 
1s. Almon: 
An allegorical rhapfody in dogerel verfe, founded on party- 
mifreprefentations which are no longer credited, and therefore an 
uninterefling as well as invidious Fable. 


Vibe New Paradife of Dainty Devices: confifing of origizal Poems, 
By different Hands, gto. 25. 6d. Almon. 

Thefe Poems are chiefly of the hymarous kind, intermixed 

-fometimes with the vulgar sibaldry of political aia ee 

snag 
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That they-are in general Devices, we readily admit; but whe- 
ther Dainty or not, muft be determined by the tafte of the reader. 


The Garrulous Man. 4to. 6d. Wilkie. 


A parody upon L’Allegro of Milton, written much in the 
manner of that poet. 


Poetical Excurfions in the Ife of Wight, Ato. 2s. 642, Conant. 


This performance difcovers a fand of poetical fancy, which 
might be approved by readers of tafte, did‘ not the length of the 
poem exceed the proper bounds of lyric compofition, and had 
not the author lavifhly proftituted unmerited pahegyric on an 
obnoxious character. ~ 

Wittenham-Hill, -a dejcriptive Poem, 410..28. 6d. Bew. 

The hill which is here celebrated ftands near the centre of the 
Berkfhire and Oxfordhhire hills, and commands a profpect of f{e- 
veral eminent towns and other objects. This poem, however, 
abounds not fo much in defcription, as in hiftorical anecdotes 
and allufions, with which it is fufficiently enriched. 


Heath-Hill, a defcriptive Poem. By W. Hurn. 470. 25. 643 
Robinfon. . 

Local fcenes that are unconnected with any great events or 
charaéters, are much more proper fubjeé&ts for landfcape than 
defcriptive poetry; and however beautiful Heath-Hill may ap- 
pear to the eye, it feems to be too deftitute of thofe qualities 
which are necefflary to affect the imagination. We fhall, there- 
fore, hot determine Mr. Hurn’s poetical taleats.from this: effort 
of his mufe. . B 


The Art of Converfing. Tranflated from the French. 4to. 15. 
sig T. Lewis. _ , 

The author of this poem, or, if he choofes, the tranflator, 
may, for ought we know, be.a proficient in the art of converf- 
ing, but we muft own that he is evidently very little acquainted 
with that of writing. 


Theodofius to Conftantia; a poetical Epifle. 4to. is. Walter, 

This Epiftle is fuppofed to have been written by Theodofius 
immediately after his having retired to the convent, where he 
firft learnt the falfity of the report concerning the marriage of 
Conflantia*. The Epiftle is animated, and flows in a ftrain of 
pathetic fentiments, not unlike the tender and paffionate corref- 
pondence between Eloifa and Abelard. 


An Heroic Epifle from Donna Terefa Pinna y Ruiz, of Marcia, 
. to Richard Twifs, E/. F.R.S. gro. 
An Heroic Anfwer from Richard Twils, Ef. E R.S. at Rotter- 
dam, to Donna Terefa Pinna y Ruiz. 4ro. 1s. 6¢. Kearfly. 


The Epiftle to Mr. Twifs is an imitation of that from queen 
Oberea to Mr. Banks. The heroic Anfwer, is compofed in the 
fame amorous, but not Ovidian ftyle. 


-——- -—-- 





2 * For the tory of Theodofias and Conftantia, fee the Spectator, 
ae | 64. 
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Madge’s dddrefis to Chriftopher Twilt-wit, E/g. Bath-Laurvat, 
and Miller’s Piumian Profeffr. 460. 15, 64. Bew. 

Honeft Madge feems inclined, at leaft, to be in a faceticus: hu- 
mour; buat, perhaps, by nat previoufly examining the object 
with her fpectacles, fhe has directed her raillery againft a kinf- 
man ; for we ftrongly fufpe& that Madge is a limb of the Twii- 
wit family. “oa aay ; | 
Ode to Dragon, Mr, Garrick’s Houfe-Dog, at Hampton. ze. 

6d. Cadell, © ; 

A fop to Cerberus, but which may be relifhed even without 

a canine appetite for poetical offals.—Lowe me, love my dog. 


The EleGrical Eel; or, Gymnctus Ele@ricus.. Inferibed to the -be- 
nourable Members of the R—-] S—y, dy Adam. Strong, Natura- 
life ate, Ws. Od.. Bew. , 
. As we are not at prefent. in the humour of: receiving a /hock, 
we fhall. defer the examination of the Electrical Eel to a more 
convenient opportunity. In the mean time, we advife the la- 
dies to beware of this infinuating animal, however much its 
virtues may be extolled by Mr. Adam Strong, Naturalift, who 
might have ftyled himfelf Wag, if he did not think this appel- 
Jation derogatory to his very philo/opbical character. 


The Afis Ears, a Fable. Addreffed to the Author of the Goat's 
Beard. 6a Riley. . . 

' For the honour of poetry, we with that Affes Ears were never 
to be found on any of the lovers of that art. But, alas! the 
cafe is often otherwife, ** 4s im praefenti.” 


Additions to the Diaboliad, a Pcem, 4to. 15. Kearfly. 
- Keep it up! is a maxim known to the author of every catch- 
penny production. In the prefentinftance, however, this poli- 
cy feems not likely to be attended with effeé&t. For thofe addi- 
tions muft convey a very defpicable opinion of any poem with 
which they can be fuppofed to have the fmalleft degree of con- 
gruity. | 
Anti-Diabs-Lady. 4t0,. 15. 6d. Bew. 

Whether this effufion has been dictated from the fame mo- 
tive as. the preceding, we will not determine ; but with refpe& 
to demerit, and the probability of a fimilar fate, we may pro- 
wounce them, from intrinfic evidence, to be very intimately 
allied. page 

MEDICAL. 
A Treatife on the Management of pregnant Women, and the Means 
of curing, but more efpecially of preventing the principal Diforders 
to which they are liable, &c. Second Edition, enlarged, to which 


is added an Appendix. By Charles White, F.R..S. 80. .55- 
in board:. Diily. 


In our Review of the firft edition of ‘this work, we acknow- 


hot 
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hot regimen in the puerperal ftate; with explicit and fatisfaftory 
obfervations ; that his arguments for eftablifhing ‘the putrid na- 
ture Of the puerperal fever, were not only deduced from the laws 
of the animal ceconomy, bat confirmed by experience; and that 
there. was reafon to expe the moft falutary confequences from 
the prophyla&ic direétions which he inculcated *. To the pre- 
fent edition Mr. White has added an Appendix, in which he 
continues to maintain, from experience, the fuccefs of the me- 
thods of practice he had formerly recommended. In particular, 
he ftrongly affirms the efficacy of the temperate bath in prevent- 
ing mifcarriages, and many other diforders incident to the preg- 
nant ftate; declaring that he has not known a fingle inftance of 
its failure, except where the patient ‘had received fome violent 
injury. He likewife afferts the good effe&ts of the fame remedy 
in increafing the fecretion of milk, and preferving the health 
dering the time of fuckling ; but’ particularly in preventing the 
colds to which norfes are fo liable. For the additional cafes 
which occur in this. Appendix, we refer our readers to the work ; 
obferving only, that all the remarks of this judicious practitioner 
are worthy of attention, 


An Examination of the Charge brought againft Inoculation, by De 
Hayen, Ratt; Dimfdale, and other Writers. By John Watkin- 
fon, M.D... 8ve. 15. 6d. J. Johnfon. 


The Charge examined in this pamphlet is, that inoculation 
fpreads the variolous contagion, and increafes the mortality of 
the xatural {mall-pox. Dr. Watkinfon, however, produces the 
ftrongeft evidence to prove that fuch an opinion is totally ground- 
lefs and chimerical. It would lead us into an unneceffary detail, 
to enumerate the conclufive faé&s and obfervations by which he 
fully vindicates the praétice of inoculating from the injurious 
imputation thrown out againft it. Thofe who are defirous of 

articular information, may have recourfe to the pamphlet, 
where they will find the fubje& treated in the moft rational, un- 
prejudiced, and convincing manner. 


Se eS Oe Pe eR 
A Sermon preached at the Anniverfary Meeting of the Sons of the 
Clergy, in the Cathedral of St. Paul,on Thurjday, May g, 1776. 
By Beilby Porteus, D, D. mow Lord Bifoop of Chefter. 420. 
is. Bathurft. ) 
His lordfhip has taken his text from 2 Kings, iv.i. * Thy 
fervant my hufband is dead, and thou knowelt, that thy fervant 
did fear the Lord : and the creditor is come to take unto him my 
two fons to be bond-men.’ : 
- The unhappy fufferer, who made this moving complaint, 
was the widow of one of the fons of the prophets, whofe diftrefs 
Elitha immediately relieved by the miraculous increafe of her 
pot of oil. It will not be eafy to find in any writer, facred or 





* Critical Review, Vol, xxxiv. p+ 349. 
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profane, a more piteous ftory, or a cafe more applicable to 
the occafion, on which this Sermon was delivered. 

- As this text requires no comment, the author immediately 
proceeds to his purpofe ; and, 1. points out fome of the ad- 
vantages, with refpect to religion, literature, liberty, arts and 
{fciences, which this nation has derived from her clergy, at dif- 
ferent periods, from the early ages of Chriftianity, to the pre- 
fent time. - 

2. He obferves, that we fhal!-no where find, either in ancient 
or modern times, a body of more than ten thoufand perfons, 
fituated in the midft of a populous, rich, commercial, lux- 
urious kingdom, furrounded with every temptation, and every 
danger, to which virtue can be expofed, whofe morals are fo 
blamelefs, and fo little injured by the general contagion, -as 
thofe of the Englith clergy. 

Laftly, he pathetically reprefents the diftrefsful fituation, in 
which their families, in many cafes, are involved, when death 
has deprived them of their principal fupport. __ 

This is an excellent Sermon, and does honour to his lordfhip’s 
literary character, and humanity. - 


AA Sermon preached before the Houfe of Lords, in the Abbey Church 
of Weitminfler, on Thurfday, Jan. 30, 1777 ; being the Day 
appointed to be obferved, as the Day of the Martyrdom of King 
Charles I. By John Lord Bifoop of Bangor. 410. 14 
Robfon. | 7 
His lordfhip’s text is this paffage in the firft Epiftle of St. 

Peter ii, 17. ‘* Fear God. ‘Honour the king.” 

It has been fometimes. confidered as a defect, or omiffion in 
the Gofpel of Chrift, that-it gives no precife directions, with re- 
{pe& to civil government. His lordfhip therefore, in the be- 
ginning of his difcourfe, obferves, that Chriftianity has for its 
primary object, men’s higher and more permanent concerns ; 
regarding all others as fecondary conficerations, and taking ac- 
count of them fo far only, as they are connected with, or may 
be fubfervient to, the former; that a religion defigned to be 
univerfal, to be the law of all nations, could not well defcend 
to particular and minute precepts on that fubjeét, which would 
fuit equally with every mode of government ; and that it feems to 
have been wifely. and beneficially intended by Providence, that 
beings endowed with reafon, and every requifite provifion for 
the purpofe, fhould be left to choofe for themfelves their own 
particular forms, fuch-as their fituation and circumftances 
might recommend. Hence, he fays, we are authorifed to con- 
clude, that Chriftianity has introduced no alterations in the civil 
rights of men, or the political conftitutions of different coun- 
tries. | 

He then proceeds to fhew, that the general precepts of the 
Gofpel oblige all, who embrace it, to fulfil every duty, that 
can ftrengthen fociety, and promote peace and union among 
men ; that they add their weight and authority to every ~ 
litica 
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litical conftitation, and aid magiftracy and legiflation, in all 


places, by fuch fanétions, as have the moft powerful influence 


on the human heart. 

Having fally reprefented the tendency of revelation to pro- 
mote the public welfare, by its excellent precepts on, the fub- 
je&t of civil fubordination, he obferves, that oppofitioa to raling 
powers may be fometimes expedient; that governors are fal- 
lible, like other men; and, in fo. extenfive and complicated a 
courfe,-may and muft fometimes, even with the moft upright 
intentions, make miftakes, and, it is poffible; may mean 
amifs; that in either of- thefe cafes, wife and good men, ap- 
pointed for fuch purpofes, and making a confcience of their 
duty, will fpeak and act according to reafon and their own in- 
formation; and that, if this be done foberly and candidly, 
and according to the forms of the conftitution, it is traly me- 
ritorious, becoming men living in a land of liberty, and in 
divers refpects ferviceable to government itfelf. | 

On the contrary, when things are carried to extremities, and 
conducted with rafhnefs and violence, the moft pernicious con- 
fequences muft enfue. 

The learned author of this difcourfe illuftrates the fatal ef- 
feéts of {uch proceedings by a general view of the latter part of 
the reign of Charles I. and concludes with fome judicious ob- 
fervations on the circumftances of that melancholy, but in- 
ftructive period. 


A Sermon preached before the Univerfity of Dublin, Dee. 13, 1776, 
being the Day appointed for the General Faf. By Thomas Le- 
land, D. D. 4to. 1s, Conant. 


Dr. Leland * has taken his text from Judges xxi. 2, 3. His 
principal defign is to point out fome of thofe immoralities, which 
are unfriendly to national profperity; and to promote a general 
reformation. 

We have feldom read a more animated difcourfe. The inge- 
nious writer appears to have imbibed in a very confiderable de- 
gree, the fpirit of Demofthenes. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A Letter upon Education, Tranflated from the French of a Royal 
Author. Small Svo. 2s, Nourfe. 


This letter, as the tranflator informs us, was printed in French 
not long fince at Berlin, under the feigned name of a Citizen of 
Geneva; and is /aid to have been written by a great northern 
potentate, but we do not know upon what authority. 

The author obferves, that every wife prince fhould employ his 
utmoft attention in forming ufeful and virtuous fubjeéts. By the 
number of illuftrious men, which appeared in the Grecian and 
Roman ftates, it is evident, be thinks, that a nation might be 
formed of purer morals, than what the moderns now poffefs. 


- 





* The tranflator of Demolthenes, | 
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Having fhewn the impropriety and the defeéts of the common, 
' modes ofeducation, by which young men, efpecially the nobility, 
are brought up in effeminacy and indolence, he earneftly recom- 
mends a more vigorous and manly difcipline ‘ Regulate, fays 
he, their morals, imprefs them with virtuous fentiments, ele- 
vate their fouls; render them laborious, cultivate their under- 
filandings with care, ufe them to reflect upon their actions, teach 
them to be wife and circumfpect, to love frugality and fimpli- 
City.’ 

He likewife takes notice of the frivolous education of the fair 
fex, and with equal warmth and energy recommends the culti- 
vation of their minds. 

As this isa matter of univerfal importance to fociety, the 
author’s advice is extremely feafonable, and merits the highef 
attention. : : 

The tranflator has fubjoined a confiderable number of notes, 
more particularly applicabie to the circumftances of the Englith 
nation. 

Metallurgic Chymifiry. Tranflated from the German of C, E. 
Gellert, 4y John Seiferth. Sve. 65. i4 boards. Becket. 

This. treatife, which is tranflated from the German, com- 

ifes a fyftem: of mineralogy in general, and of the feveral arts 
immediately connected with that fcience, It is undoubted] 
much fuperior to any work on the fubjeat, and eftablihes upon 
certain fixed principles a branch of natural knowledge, which, 
notwithftanding its utility towards the improvement of various 


manufactures, has hitherto remained extremely vague, and in- 
determinate. 


4 Fourney to the Highlands of Scotland. With occafional Remarks 
on Dr. Johnfon’s Tour. By a Lady. Small 8vo. 25. Gd. 
Jewed. Fielding and Walker. 

Whatever reflections fome writers have unjuftly thrown out 
‘againft the barrennefs of Scotland, that country feems at pre- 
‘fent to be confidered as an inexhauftible fubje& of entertain- 
“ment, if we may judge from the number of thofe who have 
lately favoured the public with accounts of it, Objects, how- 
ever, which at firft were pleafing to the fancy, may be fo often 
‘ deferibed, as in the end to become perfe&ly infipid: and there 
is reafon for apprehending that this will foom prove to be the 
cafe with refpet&t to Caledonian excurfions. The lady who 
writes this epiftolary narrative, appears to be a lively correfpon- 

dent, but her information is fometimes erroneous; and where 

fhe has deviated from the track of Mr. Pennant, even her no- 
velty, being chiefly on frivolous fubjeéts, is but little in- 
terefting. | 

A Letter te Courtney Melmoth, E/g. with fome Remarks on Two 

Books, called Liberal Opinions, and The Pupil of Pleafure. 8vo0. 

6¢. Wilkie. 


The advice of a good friend to. Mr. Melmoth, and apparently 
fo to morality. | 


The 
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Zhe Preceptor, or Counfellir of Human Life; for the Ufe of the 
Britihh Youth. Compiled by John Ryland, M. 4. 12me, 35 
Dilly. ° | | | 
The author’s defign in this publication is to furnifh the ap- 

prentices of the city of London, and other young men, who 

have had a tolerable education, with a book, which may bea 
pleafing and iwftractive companion, from the age of fourteen to 
twenty-one. 

| For this purpofe the author has given them a variety of pieces, 

on natural and moral philofophy, hiftory, and other branches 
of fcience; and refetred them to thofe authors, who have 
treated on the fame fubjecéts in.a more ample manner. 

The principal articles are, the being of a God proved from 
the frame of the material world, by Abernethy; of the nou- 
rifhment and growth of animals, and the changes of matter, 
by Watts; of Atheifm, by the editor; truths relating to the 
Deity, by Woolafton ; the importance and certainty of moral 
philofophy, an explanation and proof of the law of nature, by 
Grove ; of hiftory, eloquence, and compofition, by Rollin; 
extracts from Demofthenes and Ai{chines ; the lives of Water- 

/ land, Newton, Rollin, Demofthenes, and Milton; Solomon's 
Proverbs methodized under thirty-two heads; advice to a young 

_.man, by Watts; maxims and rules of prudence; poetical 

"pieces, by Blackmore, Watts, and Pope; anda chronological 
account of about 400 of the moft illuftrious men:of all ages. 

This work is very properly calculated for young men, and 
others, who wih to acquire fome notion of the fciences, or re- 
colle& the mof important parts of a good education. 


An Addrefs to the Iubabitanis of St. Anne, Wettmintter, by the 
rev. Thomas Martyn. 8ve. 15. Corral. 


Mr. Martyn was ordained ona title from Dr. Hind to the 
curacy of St. Anne’s. A difference arofe between them in 
1774. The doétor attempted to difmifs Mr. Martyn from ‘his 

employment. Thecaufe was tried in Weftminfter-hall, and a 
" verdi&t was given for Mr. Martyn. | 
Before this decifion it was generally imagined, that re&tors 
‘had aright, or rather a power to difcharge their curates, when 
they thought proper. <A title was generally confidered as a mere 
form for ordination, and a licence was eafily evaded. Yet.it 
feems very reafonable, that gentlemen and {cholars, who have 
had an academical education, have devoted themfelves to the 
_ church,, and have only been able to obtaina curacy, with a pi- 
tiful fipend, fhould have fome, legal fecurity for their maine, 
tenance, without being fubje& to the caprice of incumbents. 

The clergy in general are materially concerned in the deter- 
mination of this queftion. 

Dr. Hind’s defence was grounded by his advocates upon three 
points: firft, Mr. Martyn’s incompetency to fue, becaufe the 
title related only to the bifhop, either as an agreement, * 8 
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fecurity, Secondly, that the obligation, if it ever extended tg 
Mr. Martyn was become void by the acceptance of a readerhhip, 
which, they contended, was an ecclefiaftical preferment ; and, 
thirdly, that Mr. Martyn wanted the indifpenfible qualification © 
_ of acurate, the bifhop’s licence, From each of thefe objections 
it was inferred, that the doétor was entitled to a verdié&. 

In reply to the firft objeftion, the title was read. To the 
fecond, the original appointment of readers referred to; and 
the form of ordination was conceived to be a full anfwer to the 
third. 

The judgement of the court on thefe three points, delivered 
by lord Mansfield, was to this effect. 

‘ Left the indigence of minifters fhould bring difcredit upon 
the church, is is provided by the thirty-third canon, ‘* That, 
if any bifhop fhall admit any perfon into the miniftry who hath 
no title, then he fhall keep and maintain him with all things ne- 
ceffary, till he do prefer him to fome ecclefiaftical living.” 
Titles, are, therefore, neceffarily required at ordinations, to 
indemnify the bifhop, and likewife to fecure a maintenance to 
the perfon ordained. ‘ And if fuch title be exhibited, as re- 
quired by the canon, the bifiop can incur no penalty, nor be 
otherwife affected by any fubfequent event. And, therefore, 
though a title be literally an agreement with the bifhop, he tranf- 
fers it by ordination tothecurate, and its future operation applies 
only to him.’~—Upon this opinion, Mr. Martyn’s competency to fue 
was indifputably admitted.—Proceeding to the next objection, 
‘his lordfhip obferved : ¢ that no acquifition, but ecclefiaftical pre- 
ferment could difcharge the obligation of a title ; that the rea- 
derfhip did> not, in its nature, fall under that defcription, and 
was befides.a precarious employment; and that want of perma- 
nency would preclude its effect upon the title, even if ad- 
mitted to be an ecclefiaftical office.’—In obfervation upon the 
third objeftion, his lordfhip admitted the neceffity of a bifhop’s 
licence ; but confidered it, in the prefent cafe, to be fully im- 
_ plied, though not formally expreffed in the letters of orders ; for 
licences and letters of orders being granted upon the fame qua- 
lifications, and for the fame purpofe, an ordination to a curacy 
conveys the true fpirit of a licence, and invefts the perfon or- 
dained with the fame privileges. 

It was therefore. determined, that Mr. Martyn had a right to 
the curacy of St. Anne’s. 

This pamphlet is written with poignancy and fpirit. 


The Guide to Domeftic Happincfs.. In a Series of Letterse Second: 
Edition. Sves 1s. Buckland, 


Confiderably enlarged, 
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